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In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful.

Secretary General’s Address
at the Annual General Meeting of the General Assembly
Respected Chair, distinguished guests, sisters and brothers
- Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullah.

1. INTRODUCTION
When I first spoke to you as Secretary General four years ago, our community was still
reeling from the carnage that the bombings of 7/7 left on community relations. I was
entrusted with the task of leadership at a time when there was a fundamental re-evaluation
of British Muslim communities, their relationship with the state and their place in the
national conversation. Multiculturalism became a byword for appeasement to terrorists,
while the diversity and vibrancy of our community was seen as a threat to the British way of
life.
This attitude has dominated my two terms as Secretary General. As I report to you the work
of the MCB in 2009-2010, I will offer my perspective on the challenges, opportunities and
successes of the MCB during my time as Secretary General. I do so in a spirit of humility and
introspection and I hope the lessons learnt can assist my successor.
During my period as your secretary general, we used every opportunity to communicate to
the wider world that we, in MCB, believe in human diversity. A diversity that looks to shared
and collective action, not separation or parallel existences.
British Muslims are an evolving ‘community of communities’, united through strong ties of
faith that transcend ethnic and geographical boundaries. The moral and ethical principles of
our faith urge us to become responsible citizens and active participants in the life of our
nation. Time and again we have articulated the notion that just as we have to remain
committed to the Ummah – the international community of Muslims; so must we have
unswerving commitment to our Qawm – the British nation. Our interests are British
interests and our concerns are no different from those of our fellow Britons.
The values of community life, including the need to build strong mutual support, are basic
principles that connect Muslims to their fellow citizens. As we come to terms with the
economic crisis, the cuts in public services and the effect it will have on communities across
the country, we need to remind ourselves of these values now more than ever before.
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As I said in a speech to Cambridge University in 2008, from our diverse backgrounds and
beliefs we can make common cause to achieve a better Britain for everyone.i
Since 7/7, our discourse has witnessed a major upheaval that has sought to challenge this
view. Even though the MCB has striven, since its inception, to put forward the idea that
Muslims in their diversity are an asset to Britain, naysayers and demagogues have had a
louder hearing these past four years.
In my report to you today, I hope to account for our effort to confront this view, and present
to the community and the wider world a positive agenda for change.
2. POST 7/7 PUBLIC DISCOURSE AND BRITISH MUSLIMS
In the past, many of us proudly declared how British Muslims were able to practice their
faith freely and contribute to this country. Many of us still do. But that enthusiasm has been
abated with the drip-feed of cynicism. British Muslims have been characterised as a
'problem community' in the public discourse and the political narrative and this
has contributed to a growing anti-Muslim climate in the UK which was never thought of
before. In many respects, the agenda has been set by an omnipresent media fed by people
who have no interest in community cohesion or unity.
In addition to sowing distrust between British Muslims and other Britons, sections of our
media have had a negative impact on the confidence of the Muslim community, particularly
its youth, many of whom feel like being ‘conditional Britons’. This point was made in 2008 by
Daily Mail columnist Peter Oborne, who said “we should all feel a little bit ashamed about
the way we treat Muslims in the media, in our politics, and on our streets.”ii
In a concurrent study and Channel 4 documentary programme, a team of researchers from
the Cardiff School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies found that out of some 974
stories “approximately two-thirds of all ‘news hooks’ for stories about Muslims involved
either terrorism (some 36 per cent of stories); religious issues such as Sharia law,
highlighting cultural differences between British Muslims and others (22 per cent); or Muslim
extremism, concerning figures such as Abu Hamza. These stories all portrayed Muslims as a
source of trouble. By contrast only 5 per cent of stories were based on problems facing
British Muslims”. iii
In addition there has been a nonstop campaign of TV documentaries supplemented by huge
front page coverage in the broadsheets, aimed at ‘outing’ Muslim institutions, personalities
and traditions that have been loud and vocal in speaking out against terrorism and for
encouraging Muslims to be part of British life.
Through a reliance on insinuation, pop-research and overnight experts, we have been
subjected to a narrative that is determined to frame us as foreign, alien and suspect. I echo
here the words of President Barack Obama, “The spin, the amplification of conflict, the
indiscriminate search for scandal and misuse – the cumulative impact of all this is to erode
any agreed upon standards for judging the truth.”iv
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The MCB refused to be brow-beaten by this. Apart from responding to the string of charges
and allegations raised against it, the MCB also provided meaningful help and support to a
whole range of Muslim organisations and groups, including the Jamiat Ahle Hadith, the
Deobandis, the East London Mosque, Interpal, Islam Channel and the Islamic Cultural Centre
in Regents Park, to name a few. In some cases the accusers were proved grossly wrong and
were forced to apologise or pay compensation. But none of this ever received any
prominence compared to the damaging news they created in the beginning.
Some in the political and media world argued that such treatment was justified on the
grounds of freedom of speech. But in the absence of a level playing field this selective use of
freedom could only bring disaster to a vulnerable minority community, as the Ugandan born
intellectual Prof. Mahmood Mamdani observes “power can instrumentalise free speech to
frame a minority and present it for target practice.” v
The House of Commons’ Home Affairs Select Committee in its ‘Terrorism and Community
Relations Report’ (6 April 2005) noted that ‘Muslims perceive that they are being
stigmatised by [anti-terror] legislation’. The report also found ‘overwhelming evidence’ that
the media exerted ‘a powerful and often negative impact’ on public attitudes
towards British Muslims and that ‘representatives of the media appeared unaware or
dismissive of this.’
This bolstered negative image of Muslims has been coupled by what many of us saw as
punitive government’s actions towards the Muslim community, anxious to adopt knee-jerk
and unsatisfactory policies in order to keep at bay the hungry appetite of the media - who
demand action, whatever the consequences.
We have seen this in regressive anti-terror legislation and ill thought-through government
programmes, most recently exemplified in the PREVENT initiative, which has proven to be
counter-productive and criticized by the Communities Select Committee a few months ago.
The PREVENT programme also illustrated how the government became divisive in its
engagement with Muslims, rather than fostering and promoting the diversity of British
Muslims.
The MCB itself was not immune to this experiment. Soon after 7/7, it was subjected to
subtle and actual demands for MCB to become sectarian by determining which traditions of
Islam were better than others and that political action could only be acceptable if verified by
right-wing pundits. Even though we have, and will continue to seek, pragmatic relationships
with government, we are challenged by those influencing government who are far from
pragmatic.
The confrontation came to a head last year with a government demand to remove a
democratically-elected MCB office bearer over a privately signed declaration in support of
besieged Gaza that would later be spun as anti-Semitic and confrontational to our armed
forces. At the time we reaffirmed that while "it no way supports the targeting or killing of
British soldiers anywhere in the world...as an independent community organisation, the
MCB is committed to faithfully representing the views of all our affiliates. As such, we
reaffirm the right under international law of the Palestinian people to resist the ongoing
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illegal and brutal occupation of their land." This was re-iterated when we re-established our
links with the previous Communities Secretary, while also looking to improve how
democratically-elected MCB officials operate in a dual capacity.
The episode demonstrates to many of us the false litmus test that has been set up for
Muslims.
Like other Britons, the vast majority of Muslims are opposed to the scourge of terrorism.
But unlike other Britons, many in our community are affected disproportionately by the
curtailment in our liberties in the name of counter-terrorism and the diminution of our
reputation. In our view, it is far more effective to consider Muslims as part of the solution,
not the problem, and by treating Muslims as equal stakeholders. There are several points of
interaction between government policy and Muslims and it should not be dominated by
security.
I mentioned in my speech at Liverpool John Moore University on 19 February 2009,
that “Difficult times require hard trade-offs and we need to go that extra mile in order to
preserve a sense of fairness and minimise conflict. Every tension also opens a new window of
opportunity, it is important that we do not see such potential social strife only as a
threat. Building a new social vision for tomorrow’s Britain is a complex task and can only be
done on the foundation of mutual respect.”
I also said that “the first change in attitude I would like to propose is in the issue of
community cohesion on a balanced foundation of mutual respect, not just on tolerance. If we
want to profit from the social capital in full, we can begin with according the same respect to
all our peoples. Nothing empowers a human being more than according him the value and
respect he/she rightfully deserves.”
This litany of media, intellectual and political antagonism that I have highlighted does not
imply that our whole society has turned against Muslims in the years following 9/11 and
7/7. This is just half the story. On the contrary, hands of friendship were, and are, offered
to Muslims by a whole range of organisations, institutions and personalities of good
will. The MCB is grateful to those individuals and groups in the civil society who have been
valiantly and
enthusiastically working with the
Muslim community. Striving for
fairness and justice
has succeeded in building powerful
alliances with leading civil society
organisations, faith groups
and humanitarian bodies. With such
support, I hope we can draw a line
under past and move forward
together for a more promising future.
We need to inject a sense of peace
into our discourse.
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3. CONTINUING ISSUES AFFECTING US ALL
This begins by seizing the initiative and confronting the issues affecting us. Islamophobia, in
different guises, is now being gradually mainstreamed in parts of Europe. Hostility against
Muslims, their places of worship and even cemeteries across the country by far right groups
and by newly formed violent bodies, such as the English Defence League, has continued. The
MCB has been urging the political establishments for some time not to take this lightly;
sadly their lacklustre response has emboldened these groups. We have spearheaded and
will work with all our partners to ensure we establish an all-party group on Islamophobia,
ensuring the problem gets the institutional attention it deserves. While this happens, we
must be heartened, but not complacent, about the fact that the BNP has been roundly
rejected by ordinary people at the recent General Election.
We must also tackle the ill-advised anti-terror initiative of which I have just spoken about.
Here I must commend the reported comments of Baroness Warsi in the Sunday Times who
has suggested that we scrap the 28 days detention without charge. Her comments point to a
less authoritarian and more British view of security, which I thought I should repeat:
She says “of course you have got to protect your country. But we have also got some very
clear principles of natural justice. We have principles that people should know the charge
against them, that we don’t detain for excessive periods without charge”
Her comments come after the Security Minister’s recent assurance that “the government is
already committed to undertake a review of counterterrorism legislation which will include
the use of stop and search power in Section 44 of the Terrorism Act 2000 and will bring
positive change that is harming negative perceptions about Muslims”.
I wish the government well in this regard.
In the economic arena, the spectre of a global financial meltdown is haunting us all.
Some EU countries have been thrown into extraordinary economic and social turmoil. There
is no doubt that the next few years will be what some have termed, the age of austerity. The
already deprived Muslim community is further disadvantaged by rising unemployment. The
new government has been warning of massive public sector cuts in the forthcoming
emergency budget. As the fear of further unemployment forecast by an economic think tank
is spreading, we pray that the UK is spared such pain. In these testing times, we all have to
share with our near and dear ones, our neighbours and our communities as much as we can.
This is a basic teaching of Islam.
In the social area, there are serious issues that have been confronting us for some time. We
need a short and long term strategy to tackle increasing social ills, especially in many inner
cities, e.g., family breakdown, teenage pregnancies, domestic violence, anti-social
behaviour, gun and knife crime, discipline and behaviour issues in schools, etc.
On the political front, the General Election on 6 May resulted in a Conservative-Liberal
Democrat coalition government. For its part, the MCB led a non-partisan campaign to
encourage our community’s democratic participation in the election. We are delighted that
there are now eight Muslim MPs in the House of Commons, including three women for the
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first time, and one Muslim Cabinet Minister in the government. We hope our newly elected
politicians will be more accountable and transparent, with a clean break from partisan
and divisive politics.
Internationally, the ongoing catastrophe of occupation and humiliation of the Palestinian
people and the blockade of Gaza by Israel is one of the cruellest episodes in recent history
and the root of a major rift in the world. The latest killing (31 May 2010) of international
peace activists by Israeli commandos in international waters was not an isolated event. At
the same time, Iraq and Afghanistan are still under pain of military occupation
and their dangerous impacts are felt here in the UK in the loss of the lives of our soldiers,
security threat and in the financial costs. There is only one way out of this quandary and
that is finding a political solution.
4. MCB – SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES
The MCB is well much into its second decade. Its strength lies in its political and financial
independence and the capacity of its 500 or so affiliates. With a healthier infrastructure and
increased number of young professionals volunteering for its multiple activities, the MCB
can only move forward. The detailed activities of the projects, committees and initiatives
are reported elsewhere in the report. I will mention only a few;










The capacity building projects that are ongoing are Books for Schools, Footsteps,
Leadership Development Programme, Negotiation Skills Course and Mosques and
Imam National Advisory Board.
The continuous engagement with the media, ensuring we have a balanced view of
Muslims in the media. The positive impact of this should not be underestimated. Our
comments against terrorism and extremism was cited in January by the then Transport
Secretary in the House of Lords and in an Early Day Motion in the House of Commons.
In addition, the MCB demonstrated the positive contribution of Muslims, for example,
by publishing a booklet celebrating the contribution of Muslims in the Armed Forces,
entitled ‘Remembering the Brave’.
Activities undertaken by committees, e.g., Eid in Trafalgar Square, World Islamic
Economic Forum delegation, Muslim Vote 2010 Election campaign, the launch of Young
Muslims Beacon Awards and The Platform, Chaplaincy work, seminars on
contemporary issues and the Leadership Circle - all have attracted public
attention. Some committees undertook activities in response to consultations of
government departments or to call for submissions by select committees.
Some of MCB’s established affiliates, like Muslim Council of Wales, and new ones, like
Muslim Council of Scotland, have worked in close partnership with the devolved
governments in Wales and Scotland.
The ongoing efforts on MCB’s strategic renewal and Good Governance were given
impetus.
The continuous close relationship with diplomatic Missions of Muslim countries
in London was maintained.

These are just some of the highlights. Our work was celebrated with, what I hope to be a
feature in the British Muslim calendar, the first MCB ‘Muslim Leadership Dinner’ on 22
February at the Marriot Grosvenor Hotel, London. It was - Alhamdulillah - a success on all
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counts. This was the first event of it’s kind in MCB’s history and with higher than expected
participation, has given the MCB a tremendous confidence in its ability to bring together the
best from our community and beyond, thanks to the support given by many. Indeed, the
Liberal Democrat leader and now Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg, said on the night: “I
can see a buzz and optimism tonight in this dinner”. The Muslim Leadership Dinner has not
only raised the profile of MCB further but also proved to be financially successful.

5. TURNING CHALLENGES INTO OPPORTUNITY
The recent shocking survey by YouGov poll, commissioned by Exploring Islam Foundation,
on British people’s very negative opinion on Islam and Muslims is worrying. However, it also
strengthens our belief that we have a tremendous obligation to turn this negative image
into an opportunity by myth-busting and putting our case for our shared values.
Whilst we are aware that sections of the media and some politicians played their role in this,
we must also acknowledge that, as a community, we have not done well in putting our case
to others. As an example, we need a serious introspection as to why our community
produces a higher proportion of British prisoners while at the same time we have a
disproportionately higher number of medical practitioners. How we harness the strength of
our community and pave the way for our social and spiritual renewal, for the benefit of all,
is a big question. In times of challenges and difficulties we must repose our faith and trust in
the Almighty.
More positively, when our community was subjected to occasional extreme
provocations, the MCB resolutely refused to react to the bait and encouraged its affiliates to
do the same. For instance, in the wake of the Danish cartoon saga, the MCB decided to
upload materials introducing the noble Prophet on its website and called upon the
community to observe, what we called, ‘A Day with Muhammad’ by organising seminars,
discussion groups and exhibitions on his life and achievements. When our mosques were
attacked we encouraged mosques to organise ‘Open Days’ and invite non-Muslim
neighbours. Through our ‘Mosque 100 Capacity Building Project’, we helped to build the
capacity of one hundred mosques and encouraged them to improve their performance.
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Our community is evolving faster with higher levels of engagement and participation in the
social and cultural life of Britain. The community is maturing and showing more confidence
in its ability to do good. We are energized by our faith to do good for all people, regardless
of creed, colour or gender. The MCB is in a unique position to help our community
overcome barriers and aim high.
We hope the newly elected government, in the spirit of the declared new politics, will learn
from the experiences of the past and will make serious attempts to engage with our
community, break free from the politics and policies of stalemate and seek partnership to
face the critical challenges our nation faces today.
The world is changing fast, from impending environmental calamity to shifting balances in
economic power from the West to the East. These are historical and tectonic changes and
what is in store for the Muslim world is difficult to say. Putting that fact into this context
makes our local and current challenges look minuscule. However, the place of faith in the
modern world is also increasingly important to a growing number of people, as an anchor in
these turbulent times and as a rediscovery of man’s basic yearning for spiritual rebalance.
Our faith and our place in the world puts us in a unique position to shape future discourse
and help transform our world for the better as true exemplars of the prophetic tradition.
This is the ultimate challenge and opportunity for us all.
6. CONCLUSION
Delegates, brothers and sisters, at the end of my four years as your secretary general I
would like to remind myself and you that MCB’s message is clear and forthright, that - as
citizens of Britain, the Muslim community is obligated to work for peace and stability of our
country. We have rights, but we have obligations too. From an Islamic point of view our
obligation to interact and engage with all around us, irrespective of their background, is
unilateral. We have the obligations of good-neighbourliness, of being concerned for others,
to share their joy and feel their pain, to provide support and help wherever we can. We do
not claim any favour or privilege.
With increasing political and social participation in British life and an assertive and youthful
population, there is now a tremendous potential for Muslims to contribute to Britain’s
economic prosperity and civic renewal. Over the past years, the MCB has been able to
attract a good number of talented young men and women, and professionals from across
the country to volunteer for MCB’s diverse work. At the end of its first decade the MCB is
now more consolidated and is entering into a new phase of growth. Interesting and exciting
times lie ahead inshaAllah.
I would like to see under the new leadership, that MCB will step into the future with more
proactive initiatives to empower our communities so that Muslims can carry out their civic
responsibility in a more effective manner in Britain’s socio-economic and cultural life. This
we can do by - firstly harnessing and channelling the energy of our youth, women and
Ulama, secondly better connecting with all our communities up and down the country, and
thirdly forging stronger alliances with those in the wider society who are at the forefront of
fighting for social justice and shared values.
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MCB’s roots in Islam’s social and spiritual tradition and its legacy of political and financial
independence should continue to give it the strength needed to face newer challenges and
avail all opportunities.

In conclusion, I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every one who has
contributed to the success of this AGM today and overall work of MCB during my tenure as
Secretary General – the Office Bearers, the Advisors, the Board of Counsellors, the
Committee Chairs, the Central Working Committee members, the Staff and ever increasing
numbers of volunteers. I want to thank all our affiliates and non-affiliates with whom we
have worked, our partners, e.g., the TUC, London Citizens and other civil society bodies,
with faith or no-faith. It has been a privilege to serve the community and the country
through the MCB.
I seek mercy from Allah (SWT) and forgiveness from you for my shortcomings in carrying out
this great task, and any good thing I achieved was from Allah. Thank you all for your
patience.

Wassalaam.

Muhammad Abdul Bari
Secretary General
The Muslim Council of Britain
i

Building a Better Britain, St Edmund’s College, Cambridge, 2008
‘The Shameful Islamophobia at the Heart of Britain’s Press’, (The Independent, 7 July 2008)
iii
Cardiff School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies, 2008
iv
Barack Obama, The Audacity of Hope P-126
v
Mahmood Mamdani, ‘Beware Bigotry: Some Thoughts of Free Speech and the Zapiro Cartoons’
ii
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Advocating Muslim Concerns
Speaking up for the diverse interests of British Muslims
In 2009-2010, the Muslim Council of Britain continued to engage with the media and
public policy to advocate the diverse interests of British Muslims. The following is an
overview of the MCB’s engagement with the media, policymakers and the general public.

Ensuring an enlightened message about Muslims in our national conversation
MCB Leader Joined Other Faith Groups at the Cenotaph
The Secretary General of Muslim Council of Britain, Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari MBE, joined,
HM The Queen, Prime Minister Gordon Brown and other faith leaders to commemorate
Armistice Day at the Cenotaph in central London on Sunday 8 th November. Commenting on
the Remembrance Day service, Dr Bari said, “it is important we stand together to remember
those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice in support and defence of our country”.
Ahead of the memorial service, the MCB published a special document highlighting the longstanding and continued support by Muslims in the UK for the Armed Forces. 'Remembering
the Brave: The Muslim Contribution to Britain’s Armed Forces' outlines how Muslims have
made a historic contribution to the defence of this nation in wars past and present. The
document was widely circulated and received universal commendation from all quarters.
MCB Challenges Media Misrepresentation
On 2nd March 2010 in a statement following the broadcast of a Channel 4 documentary
‘Dispatches’ entitled ‘Islamic Republic of Britain’ on 1 March, MCB Media Secretary, Mr
Tufael Ahmed, slammed the programme fronted by Andrew Gilligan which once again
resurrected stereotypes. Using out of context quotations, he echoed the rhetoric of far right
extremists, that British Muslims are somehow foreign, alien, extremist and imposing their
way of life on the others. The programme swipes at the Islamic Forum Europe and the East
London Mosque, of fostering 'Islamist' extremism were gross and highly insulting
misrepresentation of bodies that have done much to serve the common good.
On Thursday 28 January 2010, MCB’s Media Secretary, Mr Tufael Ahmed, responded to
Yasmin Alibhai-Brown’s unexplained swipe at the Muslim Council of Britain. Mr Ahmed said
“she pursues a bizarre attack on those women who choose to wear the veil. She claims that
the Muslim Council of Britain is "retrogressive", but gives no reason for this”. He continued
“Ms Alibhai-Brown rails against "liberal Westerners" who do not submit to her "progressive
Muslim" aim of restricting the veil in public places. We presume her ire would also be
reserved for President Obama who said last year: "It is important for Western countries to
avoid impeding Muslim citizens from practising religion as they see fit, for instance, by
dictating what clothes a Muslim woman should wear. We cannot disguise hostility towards
any religion behind the pretence of liberalism."
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On 01 Jan 2010, the MCB Media Secretary, Mr Tufael Ahmed, also wrote to the Daily
Telegraph following the Transatlantic Terror Plot urging restraint and responsible journalism
in reporting the story. He said “we must ensure that so-called commentators do not do the
terrorists' bidding by painting a whole cross section of British society as somehow suspect
and alien. Rather than relying on conjecture we can refer to hard evidence, such as the
recent Open Society Institute report that says that Muslims in the UK are the most patriotic
in Europe…those who instigate such crimes may well use Islam, but Islam and Muslims have
no place for such transgressions”.
On 29 November 2009 the MCB wrote to the Observer on Nick Cohen's diatribe attacking
the MCB as an extremist organisation condoning attacks on our armed forces. Responding,
Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari said “all of these slurs are obscene and disproved by our record”.
On 30th September 2009 the MCB Media Secretary wrote to the Editor of the Jewish
Chronicle objecting to their reporting of unfounded accusations from the Board of Deputies
that the MCB is dominated by 'Islamists' -- an arbitrary term deployed for cynical ends. The
MCB is a diverse body, and is proud its constitution which requires the body to represent
the rich and diverse British Muslim community. The letter said “Islamists, whatever that
term means, are as much a part of the Muslim community as any other Muslim tradition or
tendency”.
Proposed Wootton Bassett Protest: A Publicity Stunt that Deserves Disdain
On the 4th Jan 2010 the MCB echoed the sentiments and condemning the proposed
Wootton Bassett march called by the fringe extremist group Islam4UK. The statement
expressed the fact that the overwhelming majority of British Muslims want nothing to do
with such extremists and echoed the sentiments of many of its affiliates to disregard such
provocations. The MCB also cited in a cross-party Early Day Motion 529 on 5th January 2010
condemning the proposed march.
However, the MCB later expressed its unease at the Home Secretary’s decision to ban
Islam4UK as it did not serve long term interest. Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari said that violent
protests by groups such as EDL are still free to cause people to fear for their safety in
violation of our laws, yet non-violent groups are being banned for political expediency.
MCB quoted in Parliament on Transatlantic Terror Plot
On the 5 January 2010, The Secretary of State for Transport, Lord Adonis, quoted the MCB
condemnation of the failed American Airline Plot on Christmas Day during his House of
Lords ‘Terrorism: Aviation and Border Security Statement’.
Lord Adonis said, “It is very important that we make the point loudly and clearly from this
House that the Muslim mainstream majority in this country abhors the terrorist threat every
bit as much as every other citizen in this country does. We are all united in seeking to
combat this threat. No one could have made that clearer than the Muslim Council of Britain,
which, on the day after the attack, condemned it in the strongest terms. Its SecretaryGeneral, Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari, said: ‘We all have a collective duty to stand against
14

those who wish to perpetrate terror against innocent civilians wherever it may occur. Terror
and violence is not the way to convey a message however legitimate the cause may be. It is
totally counter-productive’. That is the view of the mainstream Muslim majority in this
country and of all other citizens in this country, and we work with the Muslim community as
much as with the wider community to combat this threat at its very source”.
My Name is Muhammad: Secretary General Welcomes Positive and Refreshing BBC
Programme
Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari, the Secretary General of the Muslim Council of Britain, wrote to
the Director General of the BBC, Mark Thompson on 3rd March 2010 welcoming the
programme “My Name is Muhammad” broadcast on BBC One on February 27, 2010. Dr
Abdul Bari said “it came as a breath of fresh air to Muslims who are tired of continuous
negative media projection of their community”.
In his reply dated the 10th March, Mark Thompson said “I was delighted to hear that you
found the programme positive and refreshing” and noted the MCB’s offer to assist with any
future programmes.
UK Muslims, the Most Patriotic in Europe
On 19 December 2009, the MCB commended
the excellent work carried out by the Open
Society Institute in producing their report,
‘Muslims in Europe: A Report on 11 EU Cities’.
The report was the first comprehensive set of
studies to look at needs and aspirations of
Muslims across 11 EU cities, and its findings
convey a structured series of recommendations
for achieving common goals for Muslims and
non-Muslims alike. Contrary to the usual media
sensationalisms, stereotyping Muslims as being a
community that "live parallel or segregated
lives", the report's findings clearly highlight that Muslims have a strong sense of belonging
to a city or a nation. Muslims in the UK came top of the table for being the most patriotic
and in identifying themselves as British. The report also emphasises the need to tackle rising
discrimination and prejudice that exists against Muslims.
Islam Channel Attacked by the Quilliam Foundation
The MCB robustly defended Islam Channel in a press statement released on 27 th March
2010 following the publication of a Quilliam Foundation report entitled 'Reprogramming
British Muslims: A study of the Islam Channel'. The Quilliam Foundation resorted to their
trademark tactic of mischievously conflating the issues of social conservatism and violent
extremism in a desperate bid to smear and undermine the UK's most popular Muslim
television station, the Islam Channel.
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This attack by the Quilliam Foundation was only their latest in a long line of similar attempts
since its very formation to try and undermine the UK’s major Muslim institutions and
community organisations. The MCB expressed its deep regret that the Home Office and the
Foreign Office have provided funding from its Preventing Violent Extremism programme for
the Quilliam Foundation to pursue what is clearly a very blinkered and sectarian agenda.
Senseless Killing of UK Citizen in Mali Condemned
On 03 Jun 2009, the MCB condemned the cowardly and barbaric reported killing of the UK
citizen Edwin Dyer by a suspected al-Qa'ida cell in Mali. The senseless murder of a wholly
innocent tourist is unforgivable. There can be no possible justification for this appalling
action. We very much hope that the perpetrators of this crime are apprehended and
brought to justice swiftly.
Challenging Anti-Muslim Hatred
MCB calls for the establishment of an All-Party Parliamentary Group on Islamophobia
The Muslim Council of Britain hosted a special
closed-meeting on March 3rd at the Grand
Committee Room of the House of Commons to
discuss the growing spate of attacks in all its
forms against British Muslims. The event entitled
‘Tackling Islamophobia: Reducing Street Violence
Against British Muslims’ brought together
distinguished Parliamentarians, academics,
journalists, police, public servants, and
community representatives from over 80
organisations who all endorsed calls for the
establishment of an All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Islamophobia with a view to
holding a parliamentary inquiry on Islamophobia in the UK.
Shadow Minister for Justice, David Burrows MP urged people to contact their local MPs to
motivate them to get more involved saying ‘the community must show the extent of the
problem and make politicians act’.
The MCB's Research & Documentation Committee further held a roundtable seminar on
21st December 2009 where Dr Fiona Kisby Littleton presented research on school text
books. Her work has important bearings on tackling issues of Islamophobia in society - her
talk at the MCB referred to the observation of the European Monitoring Centre of Racism
and Xenophobia 2001, that there was need to "improve the understanding of Islam in the
UK population as a whole ... Particularly among young people and children".
On 23 November 2009, the MCB Secretary General, Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari, spoke
alongside the Rt Hon Sadiq Khan MP, Rabbi Lee Wax, Dabinderjit Singh OBE amongst others
to celebrate the UK’s diversity at the launch of the ‘One Society, Many Cultures’ campaign
at the Houses of Parliament. The campaign initiated by the former London Mayor, Ken
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Livingstone, was launched to bring together the broad spectrum of mainstream support to
defend the values of freedom of conscience and expression in light of growing challenges
demonstrated by the recent rise in far right activity.
On Saturday 23rd January 2010, at the invitation of the MCB, hundreds of British Muslim
civic, social and religious leaders met in Birmingham to consider the alarming rise in
Islamophobia. The public meeting unanimously backed a motion calling on the government
and other political parties to openly and effectively challenge this scourge with a clear policy
direction. Following the meeting, the Secretary General of the Muslim Council of Britain
wrote to the Home Secretary Alan Johnson MP to express the Muslim community’s serious
concerns at the lacklustre response from political leaders in speaking out against antiMuslim hatred. In his response, the Home Secretary acknowledged that research conducted
by a number of organisations had indicated the rise in Islamophobia and gave reassurance
that the government continues to take far right extremism very seriously.
On the 22nd of October 2009, Muslim Council of Britain joined the growing coalition of
voices who protested at the BBC's misguided resolution in providing a national platform to
the far right BNP Leader Nick Griffin on prime time TV. The decision by the BBC only
legitimises far right extremism, and will further increase Islamophobia and anti-Muslim
violence that has showed a marked increase during the last few months. Dr Muhammad
Abdul Bari regretted the BBC's decision and called upon all the political parties and civil
society organisations to recognise the growing trend of Islamophobia as a serious threat to
peace, stability and community cohesion.
On 16 October 2009, the MCB re-iterated its view of the far right Dutch politician Geert
Wilders as a relentless preacher of hate and objected to the rapturous welcome he received
in the name of free speech. The MCB stated that at a time of heightened tension, with the
unprecedented rise of the far right, some politicians’ unhealthy obsession with divisive
figures only bolsters the objective of such preachers of hate to sow discord on the streets of
Britain.
On the 12 September 2009, the MCB issued guidance for mosques and associations urging
mosques and associations to be vigilant and exercise caution in the face of growing
provocation from far right extremists such as the English Defence League and the recent
violent attacks of worshippers outside mosques. The MCB commended the strategy of
MCB’s affiliate Harrow Central Mosque who responded to the provocation by deploying all
reasonable and peaceful means to counter far right anti-Muslim demonstrations.
On 8 July 2009, the MCB called for stern and transparent action against Anti-Muslim
violence urging political leaders and opinion formers to end their muted response to the
recent wave of anti-Muslim violence taking place in the UK and Europe. The call came in the
backdrop of the bombing of the Glasgow premises and Scottish headquarters of Islamic
Relief, a long established British Muslim charity and an affiliate of the MCB. This attack came
days after the fire-bombing of several mosques across the country and the seizure from far
right extremists of what is believed to be the largest suspected terrorist arsenal in England
since the IRA mainland bombings of the early 1990s. The MCB wrote to the Home Secretary
to urgently address the matter and also called upon the Chair of the Home Affairs Select
Committee to look into the issue.
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0n 8 June 2009, the Muslim Council of Britain joined other British people in voicing their
alarm and concern as the British National Party (BNP) gained its first two seats in the
European Parliament. This is a party that has a history of whipping up hatred against Black
people, Asians, Jews, Muslims and immigrants and has described Islam as ‘a vicious, wicked
faith’. Unlike other European countries, the UK prided itself in refusing to send MEPs who
belonged to the far right. But with this development, the country reached a sad and historic
milestone and can no longer claim that racism has no place on our political landscape.
Challenging Rising European Islamophobia
Following the results of a referendum on the banning of minarets in Switzerland on 29
November 2009, the Muslim Council of Britain deplored it as a tragic development;
revealing the extent to which far right racist groups are winning the battle of ideas on the
future of Europe. The Swiss referendum results show how far and how quickly Europe is
moving in the wrong direction in its attitudes and policies towards Muslims and other
minority groups in Europe. Mosques and minarets in our European cities are manifestations
of the proudly indigenous nature of Islam in Europe. It is tragic that the far right is stripping
away at our illustrious heritage of coexistence between different faiths and cultures in
Europe and replacing it with their warped and xenophobic outlook.
On 31 March 2010, the MCB spoke out against Europe’s paranoia of the veil expressing
concern at the growth of all forms of Islamophobia as the Belgium Parliament proposed the
banning of the veil. In a statement the MCB expressed concern at attempts to “legitimise
discrimination against Muslims…on the pretext of preserving women’s freedom of choice
and liberties”. The statement read “it is regrettable that the mainstream political class in
Europe are increasingly being duped into taking such immature measures by the minority of
right-wing (and often openly racist and xenophobic) voices in the political discourse. This
level of prejudice would not be accepted for any other community in Europe in 21st
century”.
On 23 June 2009, the MCB criticised French President Nicholas Sarkozy's call to ban the
wearing of Burqa - a garment worn by a minority of Muslim women in accordance with
their religious belief. Reiterating its long established position that individuals must have the
freedom to choose their attire on the basis of deeply-held religious beliefs, the MCB called
upon the French President to desist from engaging in and promoting divisive politics
towards its Muslim inhabitants.

Engaging with public policy
MCB Welcomes CLG Select Committee Report on Prevent
On the 30 Mar 2010 the Muslim Council of Britain commented on the findings of the
Communities & Local Government Select Committee’s inquiry into the Government’s
‘Preventing Violent Extremism’ programme. The Committee’s findings reflected the deep
anxiety felt by Britain’s Muslims as it has become the central policy tool for Government to
engage with Muslim communities. In effect, Britain’s Muslims are only seen through the
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prism of security. Welcoming the report, Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari urged the government
to take on board the recommendations and rebuild trust amongst Muslim communities.
Earlier, on the 9th of December 2009, the MCB welcomed the Communities Secretary’s
rethinking of the Prevent programme endorsing John Denham’s view that “while Al Qa'ida
inspired terrorism is a serious problem which needs to be tackled it must never been seen
as the defining issue for British Muslims; or for the Government's relationship with Muslim
communities nationally or locally; or for public agencies like the police or for the media.”
On 18 October 2009 the MCB further voiced alarm after reports that the community is the
subject of “the biggest spying programme in modern times” as revealed by the Guardian
newspaper as well as a study by the Institute of Race Relations which discovered that the
government's Prevent agenda and its method of intelligence gathering relied on service
delivery bodies to effectively spy on British citizens. The MCB views such reports as totally
counter-productive which risk playing into the hands of the terrorists by singling out entire
communities."
During the inquiry, the MCB presented a written submission to the Select Committee on
17th September 2009. The five-page submission stated that the MCB echoed “the widely
held view that the ‘Prevent’ policy, the subsequent strategic response adopted by the
Government, has not minimised extremism but has instead proved to be counterproductive. It has flawed analytical underpinnings...” The memorandum was based on views
expressed at a national community consultation meeting on Prevent/Contest 2 that the
MCB had convened at Birmingham Central Mosque in March 2009.
MCB responds to shocking news that replica Mosques were being used as Army Firing
Targets
On 8th of April, the Muslim Council of Britain expressed its shock and concern and sought
clarification from the Ministry of Defence in learning of replica mosques being used as Army
firing targets in Catterick. MCB’s statement underlined that over many months, mosques in
this country have been at the forefront of anti-Muslim hate campaigns, vandalism and even
arson attacks. This totally unacceptable and worrying practice of using replica mosques as
firing targets plays into the very hands of those on the far right who take aim at mosques.
The MCB called upon the Army to go beyond simply apologising and acknowledging that this
insensitive practice should now stop.
Lord Carlile's report on Operation Pathway
On 26 November 2009, the MCB welcomed Lord Carlile’s report on the arrest of innocent
Pakistani students (Operation Pathway) in Manchester in April 2009. The report highlighted
the problems with the policing, both at tactical and operational level while dealing with
terrorism. The arrest of these students in full media glare caused huge concern and
resentment in the community with an added detriment to community relations. It was
pointed out that while the MCB appreciates the need for the Police to conduct enquiries
into acts by any individual or group that has implications to national security, it is important
to scrutinise the quality of intelligence that is used against suspects. In the midst of
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increasing violence by the far right groups against Muslims it is equally important that the
security services fully appreciate that their actions can have a devastating impact upon
community cohesion.
Prior to this, Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari also met Lord Carlile on 20th August 2009 along
with Nabil Ahmed, representing the Federation of Students’ Islamic Societies, Mr Mumin
Khan of the Abdullah Quilliam Society, Liverpool and Imam Amjad Yoosuf of the Penny Lane
Mosque, Liverpool.
MCB Welcomes Law Lords' Ruling over the Use of Secret Evidence
On 10 June 2009, MCB welcomed the ruling of Law Lords’ over the use of secret evidence
against nine alleged terror suspects and sees it as long overdue judicial intervention. The
use of secret evidence in obtaining sanction for restriction on one’s liberty offends
fundamental norms of civilized justice. However this offensive and immoral practice was
allowed to take root in our much-respected legal system on the basis that the security of the
country demanded it. The highest court in our land ruled that this practice is unlawful and it
must stop. The MCB urged the government to accept without any reservation this powerful
and well reasoned judgment of the House of Lords and ensure that the fundamental human
right to fair trial is never compromised under any circumstances. The Muslim Council of
Britain has been leading the campaign of fighting terrorism within legal framework and
respect for human rights.

International engagement
MCB’s Letter to the Prime Minister on Gaza Aid Flotilla Attack
Supported by over 70 civil society leaders, the Muslim Council of Britain wrote an open
letter to the Prime Minister David Cameron calling for the immediate lifting of the inhumane
blockade of Gaza on the back of the Gaza Aid Flotilla Attack. The letter was also published as
a full page advertisement in the Guardian newspaper on the 3rd of June 2010.
Prior to this, in a separate letter on the 31st of March 2010 the Muslim Council of Britain
called on the Foreign Secretary to condemn the Israeli attack on innocent aid workers in
international waters killing 9 peace activists. The flotilla was an international attempt to
bring aid to the blockaded population of Gaza. The MCB called the attack “reprehensible”
urging the Foreign Secretary to consider the responses of our fellow European partners in
recalling their Ambassadors from Israel. In a response on the Prime Minister's behalf, Ivan
Lewis, Minister responsible for relations with the Middle East wrote, "The UK attaches great
importance to ensuring freedom of worship in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian
Territories for those of all faiths. ....More broadly our position on Israeli settlement activity
is clear. We believe that settlements are a significant obstacle to peace in the Middle East".
It continued, "settlement expansion undermines confidence in Israel’s commitment to
reaching a negotiated peace agreement".
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MCB Secretary General attends Vienna summit discussing the Muslim community’s
contribution to the common good
In May 2010, the MCB’s Secretary General attended the Conference for European Imams
and Religious Advisors in Vienna, chairing a session on the important topic of Muslim
contribution, communication and interaction in a pluralistic society. The event was an
opportunity for ideas to be shared between Europe’s leading Muslim representatives, in
efforts to facilitate greater contributions from the Muslim community towards the common
good of Europe via goodwill, dialogue and peaceful interaction. Co-hosted by the Austrian
Federal Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the City of Vienna and the European Islamic Conference,
it brought together 300 Imams and religious leaders from 40 European countries to discuss
Islam and Muslim communities in Europe.
Muslim Organisations Write to PM Requesting Urgent Action on Holy Sites in Palestine
In view of Israeli actions affecting the sovereignty over East Jerusalem and holy sites in
Palestine, the MCB wrote to the Prime Minister on 22nd March 2010 conveying the disquiet
and concern of British Muslims and seeking a meeting to discuss the issues. The letter, from
the Secretary General of the MCB with over 30 co-signatories, appealed to the Prime
Minister to make unequivocal condemnation of these acts and demand that Israel end its
occupation. It called the government to insist that Israel, as an occupying power, should
stop further annexation of Palestinian land.
Secretary General addresses World Economic Forum at Davos
Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari, the Secretary General of the Muslim Council of Britain spoke as a
panellist at the Open Forum of the World Economic Forum (WEF) on ‘Lessons from the Past
and Redesign Future Values’ on Friday the 29th January 2010. During his attendance at the
Forum, the Secretary General was also interviewed by Peter Bisanz, a Young Global Leader
of the WEF for their Values Task Force initiative.
Recognising the immense importance of the world faith communities, since its inception 40
years ago the World Economic Forum (WEF) invited the voices of prominent faith leaders
from across the globe to join the 26 most influential head of states from around the world
as well as top business, media and opinion leaders to a wide ranging set of issues and
activities dedicated to improving the state of the world.
Do not Compromise Rule of Law for Political Expediency
In a letter to the Foreign Secretary on 23 Dec 2009, the MCB Secretary General expressed
his grave concern at the Secretary of States attempt at changing the law on universal
jurisdiction following a warrant which a magistrate had lawfully issued for the arrest of the
former Israeli foreign minister, Tzipi Livni for suspected war crimes. In his letter, Dr
Muhammad Abdul Bari said it amounts to a different treatment of “political friends” and
double standards and its grave consequences of interfering with established legal
procedures and jeopardising our reputation at home and abroad. The proposed change
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sends out a clear signal that the government wants the courts to be subservient to political
considerations.
MCB Welcomes Government advice on correct labelling of food from West Bank
On the 14th of December, the MCB wrote to the Environment Secretary Hilary Benn MP to
congratulate him for issuing clear guidance on how food originating in the West Bank should
be labelled. The guidance issued on 10 December requires West Bank produce to be clearly
labelled as either Israeli settlement produce or Palestinian produce. Dr Muhammad Abdul
Bari, Secretary General of the MCB, said all British consumers, regardless of their religion,
are entitled to know the origin of the food they consume which is particularly important
when the food comes from such a sensitive area as the West Bank.”
MCB Writes to the Foreign Secretary on Goldstone Report on Gaza
On 10 Nov 2009, the MCB wrote to Foreign Secretary David Miliband MP conveying its deep
sadness and disappointment over the government’s decision to abstain from voting on the
Goldstone Report (Report of the United Nations Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict)
in the General Assembly recently. The letter from the Secretary General of the MCB noted
that the abstention reinforced “the perception of moral ambivalence, often described as
double standards, toward the rights of the Palestinian people”. The letter also urged the
Foreign Secretary to conduct an honest appraisal of the UK’s approach to the Goldstone
report before it came up for discussion in the Security Council. In a letter of response to the
Secretary General, from neither the Foreign Secretary nor even a Minister, but from a junior
official in the Foreign Office, the government was unwavering in its one-sided appraisal
of the damming report, stating "the report did not adequately recognise Israel's right
to protect its citizens and did not pay sufficient attention to Hamas' actions".
Chinese and Danish Delegation Visit MCB
A delegation of Chinese civil society and Islamic leaders visited the MCB office on 9th
November 2009. Accompanied by senior Chinese diplomats at the Chinese Embassy in
London, the delegation presented with a history of MCB’s experiences and challenges of
working in a multi-faith and multi-cultural society in the UK. The delegation comprised of
Imam Hilaluddin Chen Guangyuan, President China Islamic Association, Imam Guangyuan, a
well known Chinese Islamic scholar and Vice Chairman of the Committee for Ethnic and
Religious Affairs of CPPCC National Committee.
On 1st October 2009, 30 young secondary school students from Denmark also visited the
MCB as part of a fact finding and learning visit to the UK looking at multiculturalism in
Denmark against the backdrop of growing “isolation” of Muslims in their country.
Friday Khutba: Remembering Srebrenica Genocide Day
In July 2009 the MCB called upon Imams to remember the Srebrenica Genocide during
Friday Khutba on the 11th of July in support of the European Parliaments decision to
designated July 11th as a Srebrenica Genocide Memorial Day. The MCB also circulated a
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Khutba prepared for this occasion by Raisu-l-Ulama Dr Mustafa Cerid, Grand Mufti of Bosnia.

Encouraging democratic participation and civic engagement in the
community
MCB Launches Muslim Vote 2010
On the 9th of April 2010, along with a range of Imams and Muslim scholars, the Muslim
Council of Britain launched its campaign for British Muslims to proactively engage during the
election campaign. The statement urged all voters to resist any tendencies towards apathy
and vote on May 6th.
With this historic unity statement, the Muslim Council of Britain kicked off a programme of
activities ahead of the General Election with the launch of www.muslimvote.org.uk. While
maintaining its non-partisan stand on politics, the MCB encouraged British Muslims to play a
full part in the democratic and civic life of our country. The MCB also highlighted those
public policy issues that will affect Muslims in the next few years.
On 22 April 2010, ahead of the general election, the MCB signed a joint pledge along with
other faith groups asking citizens to approach the general election against the rise of far
right ahead.

Protecting our community, ensuring common standards
MCB Issued Swine Flu Guidelines
On 16 Jul 2009 the MCB issued Swine flu guidelines and urged Imams and mosque
committee members to increase the awareness among Muslims through Ju’mah Khutba,
Friday sermons and among children through Madrasas, supplementary schools. The MCB
concurred with the advice of the Saudi Health Authorities and the World Health
Organisation and urged Hajis and Umrah pilgrims to adhere to follow their guidance.
KFC Chickens do not Fulfil Lancashire Council of Mosques (LCM) Halal Criteria
On the 16th of April 2010, The Muslim Council of Britain along with the Lancashire Council
of Mosques (LCM) met with KFC representatives where it was confirmed that KFC chickens
are indeed stunned and mechanically slaughtered. It was thus concluded by the LCM,
backed by the MCB, that the KFC Halal Supply Chain did not fulfil the LCM Halal criteria and
therefore cannot be termed as Halal. KFC committed to continue dialogue on this very
important issue.
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Committee Reports
Business & Economics
Committee Officers
 Chair – Mr Mohammed Amin
 Joint Vice Chairs – Mr Fazl Syed and Mr Arif Zaman
 Joint Secretaries – Mr Sharjil Ahmed and Mr Asim Iqbal
Main Achievements
 World Islamic Economic
Forum 2010: We
organised a delegation of
around 60 people from
the UK, Europe and North
America to the 6th WIEF
in Kuala Lumpur in May
2010, all travelling at their
own expense. This was
the first time we have
included a significant
North American
contingent and our goal is
to strengthen networking
between the UK, USA,
Canada and Europe. As
well as attending the
Group Photograph at ISTAC event with Tan Sri Sidek Hassan, Chief
WIEF, we organised an
Secretary to the Government of Malaysia, seated next to Sir Iqbal Sacranie
Islamic finance seminar
jointly with the
International Centre for Education in Islamic Finance (INCEIF) and a Thought Leadership Day
jointly with The International Institute of Islamic Thought and Civilization (ISTAC). We also held
formal meetings with organisations including the Malaysian Central Bank, the Malaysian
Securities Commission, Khazanah Nasional Malaysia (the holding company for Malaysia’s state
owned non-oil businesses) and the Mayor of Kuala Lumpur.


Effective Negotiation Skills Course: We organised a two-day training weekend on negotiation
skills delivered by Mr Shahzad Bhatti, an internationally known American negotiation expert.



Islamic Finance Experts Group (IFEG): We launched this Islamic finance think tank in July 2009 to
promote advanced discourse on Islamic finance amongst experts and ideas development. As
well as focused discussions amongst selected participants, the IFEG also runs an online group to
share information and discussion.



Islamic Finance Intermediate Group (IFIG): To provide Islamic finance training to those with
basic or intermediate knowledge of Islamic finance, the IFIG has launched a series of free
monthly seminars. They started in February 2010 and are conducted by members of the experts
group (IFEG) with a series of nine seminars (IFIG2010) tied to the Islamic Finance Qualification
(IFQ) syllabus to enable participants to take the IFQ examination if they so desire.
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Aims for the coming year
 Greater focus on increasing active members to lead projects and participate in meetings
 Aim to increase numbers of entrepreneurs and women among membership
 Develop a formal business networking club
 Develop written materials for circulation on Islamic finance and Islamic economics
 Get our planned mentoring scheme with the MCB Youth Committee fully operational
Publications
 World Islamic Economic Forum 2010 Brochure: circulated to conference delegates in Kuala
Lumpur, May 2010. Copies should be available for the MCB AGM.
Membership
 We have over 100 members. However many of them are not active. We have about 20 active
members.
 We meet once a month with minutes being taken of every meeting.

Chaplaincy
Committee Officers
 Chair – Dr Shuja Shafi
 Vice Chair – Imam Yunus Dudhwala
 Secretary - Imam Asim Hafiz
Main Achievements
 7 additional part-time chaplains and 23 aspiring chaplains in healthcare chaplaincy, as well as
providing general awareness training to 45 volunteers.
 Further recruitment and promotion of chaplains in the Prison Service – today over 10% of the
total UK prison population is Muslim and Mr Ahtisham Ali, Muslim Advisor to HM Prison Service
is doing everything possible to provide spiritual support for the Muslim inmates.
 Engagement with Department of Health’s senior policy advisers and professional experts to
ensure that accommodating the religious requirements does not compromise patient safety.
This resulted in guidelines being produced for ‘Bare Below the Elbow’, use of Alcohol
disinfectant gel in hand hygiene. MCB is also advising regarding Organ Donation.
 Armed forces - Judge Khurshid Drabu is the Muslim Advisor to the Ministry of Defence and has
been re-appointed by the Minister on the Religious Advisory Panel as Muslim Advisor and played
a key role in thwarting the deplorable
attempts by a fringe group to stir up
hostility about our Armed forces in
Wootton Bassett.
 The MCB wrote to the Chief of Defence
Staff to protest about the use of
structures in the shape of a mosque as
target during training /practise exercises.
 A training course for Muslim healthcare
Chaplains was held in May 2010. The
project involved a six day intensive
training course for 20 serving and
aspiring chaplains. The highlight of the
course was the one day Master Class on
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Islamic Medical Ethics held at the Royal Society of Medicine as part of the above Residential
Intensive Course. This involved health professional experts in medical ethics, Islamic scholars
(Sunni and Shia traditions), academics and transplant surgeons and transplant recipient patient.
The programme received Continuous Professional Development (CPD) approval from the Royal
College of Physicians, London.
The Project Director addressed 2 seminars on the subject and took part in 4 workshops and
presentations. He was also involved in the recruitment and selection process in 2 hospitals,
visited 7 hospitals and addressed 4 general chaplaincy conferences and meetings.
NHS Employee of the year 2010: All NHS Employees and members of the public (NHS users) are
eligible to vote (closed 31st May). It is a pleasure to report that this year Imam Yunus Dudhwala
(Chaplaincy Manager, Newham Teaching Hospital) is on the shortlist of nominees for NHS
Employee of the Year. We wish Imam Yunus well and pray that he receives the distinction, that
he so justly deserves

Publications:
 An information document on the Spiritual Care needs of Muslim patients.
 A Guide for the Professional conduct of the Muslim Imams and Chaplains.
 A special report, ‘Remembering the Brave’, to commemorate the Muslim contribution to the
armed forces. The report received wide appreciation from all sections of the nation.
 MCB are working with the Church of England to prepare a report on the needs of University
chaplaincy, another area which the Department of Education is currently focusing upon.
 Dr Kamran Ahmad, member of Health & Medical Committee has been working to devise a leaflet
“Mental health awareness in mosques”, as part of Kensington & Chelsea’s awareness project. It
is supported by the Royal college of Psychiatrists and will bear the College and MCB logos.
 Plans to produce guidelines or information leaflets in collaboration with specialist organisations
(Blood/bone marrow donation, Healthcare during Ramadan).
Challenges for the next year
 Address optimum method of planning / dealing with aspects of work that overlap between the
Chaplaincy and the Health & Medical Committees.
 Consideration may be given to managing Muslim Spiritual Care Provision (MSCP) in the NHS as a
Project in line with initiatives such as Books for Schools, Footsteps and the Leadership
Development Programme (LDP).
 Aspects of other Chaplaincy work may be addressed by an advisory Group of the MSCP.

Education
Committee Officers
 Chair – Mr Shahid Akmal
 Vice Chair – Sheikh Ramzy
 Secretary – Mr Shehzad Khattak
Main Achievements
 Efficient responses to schools, governors and teachers regarding a whole range of problems and
issues faced (increasing numbers of enquiries).
 National consultations including Sex and Relationships education.
 Working with committees, interfaith groups regarding the above and other matters such as
Health and RE Council.
 Organisation of conferences in different cities to raise awareness and empower the Muslim
community.
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Aims for the coming year
 Raising awareness and involvement of community by organising conferences, particularly a
London conference.
 Increase participation especially numbers of Muslim Governors, teachers etc through these
events.
 Build increased networks with press etc.
 Decide and publish position policy statements on key issues for easier handling of media.
Publications
 Guidance document for schools – to be revised and reprinted Insha'Allah
Membership
 Number of members – 8
 How often we meet – 6 times per year

European and International Affairs
Committee Officers
 Chair – Dr Daud Abdullah
 Vice Chair – Ms Shenaz Bunglawala
Main Achievements
 The beginnings of European participation in the MCB delegation to the World Islamic Economic
Forum and the subsequent facilitation of bilateral relations between the MCB and European
Muslim organisations/young professionals.
 Establishing links with the Council of Europe and the Organisation for Security and Co-Operation
in Europe.
 Hosting foreign delegations at the MCB office and
maintaining ties with international humanitarian
organisations and other NGOs.
 Participating in conferences hosted by foreign
embassies and others in countries around the
world.
 Lobbying the Foreign Commonwealth Office on
issues of European and international interest and
significance.
 Contributing to comparative research on the
British Muslim community and its European
counterparts.
Aims for the coming year
 Further developing European and transatlantic relationships on behalf of the MCB to share
research, experience and good practice.
 To host a conference in Brussels in partnership with other national constituted European Muslim
bodies on European Muslim communities: identity, politics and public policy.
Membership
 Number of members – 14
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How often we meet – we began the year with meetings every quarter. This process stalled and
deteriorated after March 2009.

Challenges for the next year
 Part of the ongoing problems the EIAC faces is the lack of co-ordination between OBs and the
committee on issues and events of relevance to the European and International sphere of MCB
activity. Often events that members would gain something from attending are not passed on by
way of information or for participation purposes.
 The committee has – alhamdulillah - attracted new members, all eager to contribute their skills
to the MCB’s development and this potential has not been exploited to its fullest due to lack of
resources and systemic co-ordination between the office and the committee members. The
process, we hope will be alleviated in part by better communication in the future and through
the appointment of a committee secretary.

Food Standards
Committee Officers
 Chair – Dr Shuja Shafi
 Vice Chair - Mowlana Yunus Dudhwala
 Secretary - Mr Chowdhury Mueen Uddin
Main Achievements
 A Draft Halal Code of Practice has undergone a process of wide consultation and is posted on the
MCB website.
 Engagement at EU / international level - Dialrel is a project of EU scientists/veterinarians, funded
by the EU’s Director General, SANCO, to study aspects of religious slaughter. MCB is
represented on its Advisory Board. The Chair of this Committee represented the MCB. During
the past four months MCB have been actively involved in international meetings, workshops etc.
 Towards developing Halal Standards:
o Attended World Halal Forum
Europe (Nov 2009) (right)
o Input and advice to
development of International
Halal Integrity Alliance (IHIA)
Standards
o Established contact with British
Standards Institute (BSI) and
agreed to set up a national
working group to develop
‘Quality Standards for Halal
Foods’.
 Undeclared Pork and Beef Proteins in ‘halal’ chicken - MCB has;
 Organised a national advisory meeting in November 2009. The meeting was attended by
food scientists, experts in food authentication, Consumer Association (Which?
magazine), representative from Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) and by
representatives of the Hindu Forum of Britain (HFB).
 MCB & HFB have written Letters to EU Director General Agri and to the Chair of FSA.
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MCB & HFB also wrote to the leaders of the three political parties during the general
election campaign to lobby for legislation to outlaw the practice of adding water to
chicken – only the then Labour Party leader confirmed his intention to do this – the
others have not responded. We are resolved to continue lobbying.
Letters written to KFC consumer services to establish the authenticity of halal in its
‘halal’ branches. The response has not been satisfactory. Representations are being
made to the enforcement authorities to express disquiet and request investigation. The
Lancashire Council of Mosques (LCM) has issued a statement to indicate that KFC do not
meet LCM halal criteria. Further discussions are planned.
MCB was invited to join the newly formed Halal Working Group of EBLEX, the meat
industry levy Board.

Publications
 Letter to the Editor, New Scientist 4th Nov 2009 - 'Welfare of animals at time of slaughter' a
response regarding the report from New Zealand.
Challenges for the next year
 Administrative support / financial restraints to develop infrastructure.
 Absence of financial resource.
 Representing views of the community at international meetings and conferences and to
challenge industry operatives when they promote their own agenda.
 Website - active management and updates.
 Important to maintain continuity – should consider making this a Project and provide continuity.
 Developing standards, Assurance Schemes and Accreditation schemes – requires resources to
undertake communication with statutory bodies, professionals, industry representatives. Once
drafted, consultation process will require active engagement with the community/consumers.
This will need to be managed as a separate project.

Health and Medical
Committee Officers
 Chair - Dr Abdullah Shehu
 Vice-Chair - Dr Shuja Shafi
 Secretary - Dr Junaid Patel
Main Achievements
 MCB is represented on the Advisory Stakeholder Committee of the Department of Health. The
MCB is urging the Department of Health to offer finger-prick blood screening for Hepatitis C
through mosques and other places of worship. A holistic approach to addressing various health
issues (diabetes, heart disease, diet and healthy living etc) that disproportionately affect
minority communities is warranted. Use of places of worship has been shown to be an efficient
and cost-effective means of addressing health inequalities.
 MCB contributed to discussion about organ transplant and organ donation organised at the
House of Commons, by Blood and Organ Transplant UK. MCB supported the campaign, letters
were sent to enlist help from the community. MCB facilitated leaflet distribution among its
affiliates and Mosques. The MCB were also invited to discuss organ transplantation among Faith
communities at the Annual Conference of the British Transplant Society in London.
 Responded to queries relating to aspects of health, particularly – organ donation, healthcareassociated infection (hand hygiene, alcohol gel, ‘Bare Below the Elbow Policy’).
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Mental Health awareness in Mosques’ Project in Kensington & Chelsea. A leaflet covering
information on important areas of mental health care relevant to Muslims has been devised and
has been translated in to Arabic. The project is being supported by the Royal college of
Psychiatrists; the leaflets will bear the College and MCB logos.
MCB was represented on the advisory panel for the General Medical Council (GMC) in the draft
of the guidelines on End of Life Care which was released on 20th May, 2010.
A workshop and series of discussions on the subject of the role of the community in preventing
health-care associated infections (HCAI) was organised. A report is to be published.
Worked with tour operators to inform the community about the changing Hajj immunisation
requirements in the wake of Swine Flu, produce ‘Standards and good practice guidelines’ for Hajj
and Umrah service providers for delivering Hajj-related healthcare and offered pre-travel
medical advice at seminars.

Challenges for the next year
Some activities of the Muslim Spiritual care Project overlap with some of the functions of the Health
Committee. A re-evaluation of arrangements is required to ensure that the other functions and
needs of the Health Committee are not compromised. Discussion with the Department of Health on
other general issues needs focus too.
Membership
Number of members – 10

Interfaith Relations
Committee Officers
 Chair – Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra
 Vice-Chair – Sheikh Abbas Ismail
Main Achievements
 Throughout the year hosted several college and university groups at mosques discussing Islam
with them.
 Contributed to American research on Role of Religion in Public Square.
 Prayers were offered at the Sun newspaper’s HQ for a successful England World Cup campaign.
 MCB attended Communities and Local Government’s (CLG) Faith Communities Consultative
Forum meeting to discuss Airport Security Scanners with officials from a number of Government
Departments.
 MCB was represented at a meeting of the European Council of Religious Leaders in Istanbul.
 The Inter Faith Network UK’s Faith Communities Forum was attended.
 The “Rethinking Islamic Reformation” lectures by Prof. Tariq Ramadan and Shaykh Hamzah
Yusuf, organized by the Oxford University ISOC, was attended.

Legal Affairs
Committee Officers
 Chair – Judge Khurshid Drabu
 Vice Chair – Mr Khalid Sofi
 Secretary - Mr Amer Ahmad
Main Achievements
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The Single Equality Act was passed. There is now protection from discrimination on the basis of
religion, in services, goods and facilities.
Initiated the work on MCB net.
Developed a partnership with four leading Queen’s Counsel (QC) who will advise MCB on a probono basis.

Aims for the coming year
 To complete the Family Law Project.
 To organise a Legal Conference.
 To arrange a series of seminars on the issues facing Muslims.
Membership
 Number of members – 10
 How often we meet - Every 8 weeks

London
Committee Officers
 Chair – Mr Harun Rashid Khan
 Secretary - Mrs Talat Ahmed
Main Achievements
 Eid in Square event in September 2009, although this was very controversial for MCB.
Aims for the coming year
 Eid in the Square September 2010
 Ramadan Provision 2012
Membership
 Number of members – About three
 How often we meet - Twice a year

Media
Committee Officers
 Chair – Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari
 Vice Chair – Mr Salim Patel
 Secretary – Mr Tufael Ahmed / Mr Hasan Ahmed
Main Achievements
 A total of 47 press releases and 55 news statements were issued in the last year. A further 8
letters were issued throughout the year. Some prominent items included:
o MCB’s views on the Goldstone report on Gaza
o The OSI report finding that British Muslims are the most patriotic in Europe
o MCB’s first Muslim Leadership Dinner
o A number of items on the increasing issue of anti-Muslim hatred
 Branding & Website – A sub-committee was formed to consider these elements, and was
charged to carry out the process of regenerating the MCB’s brand and digital personality. The
first part was the design of a new logo. After a rigorous selection process the designers were
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commissioned and a number of designs were delivered. Although none of these designs were
accepted by Office Bearers, the process should resume after the MCB AGM in June.
Aims for the coming year
 Employment of a part-time Press Officer.
 Complete the new design of the MCB logo & continue with the process of implementing a new
MCB website.
 Substantially improve the MCB’s media capacity & capability.
Publications
 Newsletters – two Network MCB newsletters were released over the last year; a Ramadan issue
in August 2009 and another just prior to the general election in May 2010. The aim of releasing
a quarterly newsletter has been hampered by not having a Media Officer since early 2010.
Membership
 Number of members – Approximately six
 How often we meet – At least quarterly, with additional phone and Skype meetings.

Membership
Committee Officers
 Chair – Mr Azad Ali
It should be noted that, as well as carrying out the specific duties of membership, the committee
actively represents the MCB at events, conducts interviews and has made presentations on behalf of
the MCB with other agencies and institutions.
Work of the Membership Committee included:
 Seeking new affiliates and approving applications – we have managed to increase affiliations
steadily over the year.
 Contacting and discussing various concerns raised by affiliates and in many instances allayed
fears and brought about a positive impression of the MCB.
 Ensuring affiliations fees are paid and attendance to various events.
 Organising coalition meetings with key Muslim leaders outside of MCB on various issues
 Involved with helping the Islamophobia conference that took place in Birmingham and with the
meeting at Parliament on the creation of an all party committee on Islamophobia.
Challenges for the next year
Overall, the Membership committee has not functioned as well as it should. There are not enough
members in the committee and the real work of maintaining close proactive links with affiliates has
been neglected and reactive links only maintained. This is the major area that will need improving in
the next session if MCB is truly to bring benefits to its affiliates and vice versa.

Mosques and Community Affairs
Committee Officers
 Committee Chair - Dr Manazir Ahsan
 Vice Chair – Mr Qari Ismail
 Secretary – Mr Farooq Mulla
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As mentioned in previous reports, the activities of the Mosques and Community Affairs Committee
continue to be centred around the work of the Mosques and Imams National Advisory Board
(MINAB). Although we have had no formal Committee meetings, the work of recruiting mosques
and Islamic Centres to become members of the MINAB is ongoing with particular emphasis in
London and Birmingham.
Maulana Abul Hussein is now taking the lead in liaising with mosques in London while Maulana
Kabiruddin of the Jami Masjid and Islamic Centre (Birmingham) is working in the Birmingham area.
They are both providing extensive support to the recruitment efforts in an attempt to persuade
those mosques and Islamic centres in these areas who have not yet become members of MINAB to
join.
Since the MINAB elections and formal launch in May last year, the MCB is continuing to collaborate
with the Chair, Executive Committee and Office Bearers of MINAB. The Membership Committee, a
special committee of the MINAB chaired by the MCB (Dr Manazir Ahsan), is working hard with
recruitment and, in particular, raising awareness both of the MCB and MINAB with various
communities. So far three meetings with the Deobandi Uluma have taken place and considerable
progress has been made in gaining their understanding and support for the work of the MINAB and
the MCB. This work will help in further enhancing the contribution of the Deobandi Ulama and
mosques in both the MCB and the MINAB.
Regular meetings of the MCB MINAB Committee (Dr Manazir Ahsan, Dr Akber Mohamedali, and Mr
Chowdhury Mueenuddin) have taken place to establish the best way forward to support MINAB.
The first of these meetings was in December 2009, where the Committee membership was
increased to include Dr Shuja Shafi, Mrs Unaiza Malik, Mr Azad Ali and Maulana Abul Hussein. The
most recent meeting was in May 2010, where the MCB's relationship with MINAB was reviewed and
discussed. It was felt that the MCB is not playing as active a role as it could be in the activities and
development of MINAB. It was therefore decided to make our relationship with MINAB more
meaningful by being more proactive. In this regard, the Mosques and Community Affairs Committee
members are meeting with other bodies to encourage involvement in the work of the MINAB. They
met the Muslim Association of Britain (MAB) in January 2010 to discuss their involvement and how
to have better co-ordination.

Public Affairs
Committee Officers
 Chair – Mr Saqeb Mueen
 Secretary – Mrs Talat Ahmed
Main Achievements
 Muslim Vote 2010 – an awareness campaign for the May
2010 General election. The initiative was determined to be
a non-partisan campaign, with MCB playing a facilitative
and informative role:
o Launched www.muslimvote.org.uk, with 180,000
hits, making use of social media. Website contained
resources for the community and access to
Prospective Parliamentary Candidates. We intend
to retain the ‘Muslim Vote’ brand for community
action.
o Initiated broad-based Ulema statement
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encouraging people to vote (April 2010).
Played a leading role in initiating a multi-faith statement against the far right during the
elections.
o Worked with a range of bodies to promote issues during the election, including Power
2010 (to promote democratic renewal), Hope Not Hate and Unite Against Fascism (to
avert the rise of the far right) and Citizens UK (social justice).
o Participation at Operation Black Vote ‘Black Britain decides’ event.
o Raised awareness in the media: coverage included The Guardian, The Times Online, BBC
News, Sunrise Radio, Islam Channel and Emel magazine.
Prepared MCB’s submission to the House of Commons Select Committee on Communities and
Local Government regarding the Government’s Prevent programme (September 2009).
Worked with Power 2010 to increase awareness in the Muslim community of much needed
democratic and constitutional reform (October 2009 to present).
Co-ordinated with Legal Affairs Committee to lobby for religious provisions in the Equalities Bill
(January-March 2010).
Worked with leadership and other MCB committees to initiate a public policy response to
Islamophobia (letter to Home Secretary 2010, chairing meeting in parliament etc).
Worked closely with Media Committee to respond to and initiate MCB’s media response.
o







Aims for the coming year
1. All Party Parliamentary Group on tackling Islamophobia.
2. Continue the ‘Muslim Vote’ initiative as a grassroots, non-partisan campaign to engage Muslims
with the parliamentary process.
3. Improve links with public policy through parliamentary briefings, at party conference etc.
Publications
 Remembering the Brave publication November 2009
 Submission to Committee on Communities and Local Government
Membership
 Number of members – Approximately six
 How often we meet - Quarterly

Research & Documentation (ReDoc)
Committee Officers


Chair – Dr Jamil Sherif

Main Achievements
 Sponsoring academic research - ReDoc has been raising funds every year as part-payment of the
academic fees and expenses for a PhD student at Kings College, London on a topic of strategic
importance to Muslims in Britain – ‘The teaching of History in the National Curriculum and the
impact on the self-esteem of Muslim boys’ conducted by Matthew Tariq Wilkinson. ReDoc has
also facilitated access to Muslim faith schools for the researcher. The funding has been
proceeding for three years and the research is due for completion in 2010 inshaAllah. There is
scope for continuing the work to a post-doctoral level, subject to funding availability.
 Seminars - ReDoc organised two seminars in the year. In July 2009 Dr Jibril Oyekan provided a
briefing on Muslims in Nigeria, and in December 2010 Dr Fiona Littleton presented her research
on references to the Crusades in history textbooks.
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MCB On-line library - ReDoc has established a section on the MCB website that lists recent
books, reports and studies relating to Muslims in Britain, including an Internet link where
available and a short summary. Its purpose is to create a sign-posting service and resource
centre for use by students, researchers and journalists. It includes on-going research as well as
recently completed studies. The link for this section is
http://www.mcb.org.uk/library/studies.php
Representation on Census issues - ReDoc has served as the main point of contact for the MCB in
dealings with the Office for National Statistics with reference to the decennial Census. Following
the previous Government’s decision to suspend relationships with the MCB in early 2009, the
ReDoc representative Dr Jamil Sherif was ‘uninvited’ by the ONS to attend the quarterly Census
Consultation meetings, though he was welcomed in an individual capacity. This kind offer was
not taken up by ReDoc. The MCB will resume participation on receipt of a letter of invitation
from the ONS.
Liaison with Trade Unions - ReDoc serves as the main point of contact with the office of the
TUC’s General Secretary. There are meetings approximately once a quarter to exchange
information and review joint activities. The MCB and TUC engage with each other on the basis of
shared values of solidarity and social justice. During Ramadan 2009, interviews with Brendan
Barber and Dr Abdul Bari were broadcast on six Radio Ramadan stations. ReDoc has also
encouraged the ‘Developing Brighter Futures’ (DBF) project in Luton. DBF has organised and
delivered a series of seminars to promote trade union awareness and general civil society
engagement within the Muslim community and there is scope for its adoption in other parts of
the UK.
Facilitating civil society networks - ReDoc facilitated the establishment of a network of young
lawyers who were interested in examining and documenting anti-terrorism arrests and the
implications on civil liberties. The network had access to the MCB board room for their meetings.
Their report is expected in 2010.
Protocols for handling researchers’ enquiries - The MCB receives very many requests for
interviews from academic researchers. To ensure adequate audit trails in this area, ReDoc has
formalised the process by which MCB responds to academic researchers’ queries. These include
obtaining formal requests from the student’s head of department, the signing of an ethical
statement and a commitment to share the completed research findings.

Social & Family Affairs (SAFA) – inc. “Footsteps”
Committee Officers
 Chair – Mr Bulbul Ali
 Secretary – Mr Farrukh Hassan
Unfortunately it was necessary for the newly elected chair, Ms Uzma Sattar, to step-down in March
2010 and Mr Bulbul Ali was appointed as chair.
Main Achievements
 Starfish Alliance Project: A pilot initiative run at
Hassockfield Secure Training Centre, a facility caring
for up to 60 males and females aged between 12 and
17 either awaiting trial or serving sentences.
 Footsteps arranged for speakers to deliver talks,
workshops and interactive sessions to hard to reach
youth, which aimed to challenge misconceptions and
stereotypes about Muslims and increase awareness on
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related issues.
Young Advocate Programme: Changemakers is a charity that empowers and supports young
people to address issues that concern them. MCB, in partnership with Changemakers,
advertised, interviewed and recruited eight Young Advocates. Four champions were also
selected from various MCB committees to guide these advocates to deliver their projects. A
wide variety of projects were delivered ranging from a “Stop & Search” DVD to an Interfaith Iftar
party, careers advice workshop to Yoga/beauty/public speaking classes.

Aims for the coming year
 Increase membership and participation within SAFA committee, seeking to recruit members who
can make a valuable contribution to SAFA.
 Following the past success of the “Bangladeshi Raising achievement Programme in
Northamptonshire”, seek to introduce a similar programme and extend to include other
disadvantaged communities.
 Adopt a more proactive approach to increase the number of school visits, identifying schools
that could benefit from the projects.
Publications
 2 training DVDs from Starfish Alliance Project.
 Footage of Footsteps event in a DVD produced by European Union.
 “Stop and Search” DVD by a Young Advocate.
Challenges for the next year
 A lack of funding has hampered the Footsteps project being expanded further, although there is
an identified need for this work.
Membership
 Number of members: 7
 How often we meet: At least every four months.

Youth
Committee Officers
 Chair – Mr Mujibul Islam
 Vice Chair – Mr Kawsar Zaman
 Secretary – Miss Lubaaba Al-Azami
Main Achievements
 A new, 15 strong team representing each region of the UK was selected to become Regional
Representatives for the Youth Committee. This includes eight women and seven men from the
ages of 16-25 and includes individuals from as diverse background as China and Libya. As part
of the restructuring process, the committee aimed to select 3 ‘campaigns’ to work on. These
were selected to be:
1. Mosques and Young People
2. Environment and Climate Change
3. Disability Awareness
 The Platform Project was launched in January 2010
with many of MCB's affiliates, supporters and
students. This initiative is designed to channel the
views and opinions of the wider community in a
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positive and productive way to provide a platform for constructive debate around a central
theme: “Britain ten years on; envisioning and structuring progress”. The project has been
designed to promote a proactive approach to debate, maintaining a visionary focus on progress,
and also correspond with MCB’s main goal in working towards the common good. The projects
main objective is to give young British Muslims a say in their future. http://www.theplatform.org.uk/
Attended a roundtable meeting with the Disability Minister, Jonathan Shaw MP, in March 2010,
discussing the disproportionately high levels of disability amongst British Muslims and saw the
celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the Disability Act.
As part of the environment campaign, the MCB signed the Faith and Climate Change Statement
at Lambeth Palace calling on political leaders to act on climate change ahead of the
Copenhagen Summit and on Mosques and young people. The youth committee is now working
with MINAB’s Youth Committee to address issues concerning young Muslims within Mosques.
Worked with the Football Association’s Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia Working Group to
combat Islamophobia in football and facilitated a visit for young people from East London to
visit the Olympic Site with LOCOG members in December 2009, and further facilitated a visit for
Danish student visiting the UK in October 2009 as part of a study the students were undertaking
looking at multiculturalism in Denmark with the example of the UK.
The Young Muslim Beacon Awards 2009 took place in December 2009. Co-hosted by MCB
Secretary General Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari and Lord Sheikh of Cornhill, the awards recognised
the contributions made by three organisations, Muslim and non-Muslim who were making a
significant difference to the lives of young Muslims in the UK. The ceremony was attended by
over 100 of MCB’s Affiliates, youth groups and civic society representative bodies from across
the UK and saw people from all backgrounds converge to celebrate the work of the three
organisations receiving the awards.

Publications



‘The Platform’ website - http://www.the-platform.org.uk/
Currently developing a website for the Young Muslim Beacon Awards

Membership
 Number of members - The youth committee currently has 15 members, of which three are office
bearers and 12 regionally represented members.
 How often we meet - These members meet once a month as well as regular working group
meetings for each project. These monthly committee meetings are held in different parts of the
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UK including London, Coventry and Manchester and will continue to do so in the coming years,
inshaAllah.

Project Reports
Books for Schools
Aspirations for 2009 – 2010 were…
 To reach more schools and supply resources
 To raise awareness of this project
 To help RE teachers to teach Islam through these
resources
 To raise funds for the project
 Reduce the cost by limiting contents in the pack
 Donate resources to deserving
organisations/schools
Main Achievements
 Participated and donated resources for Qur’an
competition
 Raised over £55,000 for the project
 Created a mini-Pack
 Three regional launches of the project were held, with more to be held later this year. These
have been organised through the Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE), the
local authorities and with the help of MCB’s affiliates.
Aims for the coming year
 To secure more funding from various charities/trusts
 Work closely with local SACREs
 Cut down the cost of storage for the resources
 Roll out as many mini-packs as possible

Effective Negotiation Skills Course
In July 2009, the Business & Economics
Committee organised the fourth running
of its Effective Negotiation Skills Course.
This course is one of the MCB’s many
initiatives to increase the capabilities and
skills of Muslim individuals and
organisations in the UK. Since inception,
the course has been delivered by Mr
Shahzad Bhatti, founder of the renowned
SAB Negotiation Group and former
instructor of negotiation at Harvard Law,
Government and Business Schools who
gives his time free of charge.
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The training took place over a two day residential programme at the prestigious Henley Business
School in Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire. Participants were taught by practical exercises how to
develop a negotiation strategy using a “negotiators toolbox”, explored personality profiles, learned
about direct and indirect persuasion, deepened their emotional intelligence and strengthened their
ability to handle complex situations. Approximately 40 people attended this running of the course,
and a small financial surplus was made.

Leadership Development Programme
This year's Leadership Development Programme (LDP) was, yet again, a major success.
Main Achievements
 19 new alumni have gone through this tried and tested programme from diverse Muslim
communities, including our first participant from Scotland.
 We successfully ran our second Facilitator Training Programme and a one day Masterclass on the
Strength Deployment Inventory and Effective Decision Making.
 Two former alumni arranged for local programmes to be run thus allowing a further 40
participants to go through similar programmes. The first was focused across three boroughs of
Brent, Barnet and Harrow. This was an extended 11 day programme with 3 additional learning
set days as well as some 1-2-1 coaching and leadership insights. The second, arranged by the
Bolton Council of Mosques in Lancashire was a continuation of a programme, the first cohort
which graduated last year, but with this years programme being interfaith. This experience has
been especially powerful where Muslims have taken a lead in capacity building other
communities and significantly contributing to a better Bolton.
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THE MUSLIM COUNCIL OF BRITAIN
SUMMARY FINANCIAL REPORT
TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2010

Report of the Treasurer to the Annual General Meeting
As we conclude the thirteenth year of MCB, with new Office Bearers due to be elected, this report
sets out the financial position at this important point and sets out the issues facing the organisation
and its long term stability and growth.
Financial summary (previous financial year figures in brackets)
Our total income for the year was £368,366 (2009 - £431,483). Our total expenditure was £354,875
(2009 - £489,335). This results in a net surplus for the year of £13,491 (2009 – net deficit of £57,852).
Income
Project income received during the year was £259,944 (2009 - £308,503). Affiliate fees amounted to
£20,257 (2009 - £21,465). Regular standing orders and one off donations from individual supporters
amounted to £88,165 compared to £101,515 in 2008-9.
Expenditure
Project expenditure amounted to £278,108 (2009 - £379,566). Our core office and staff costs were
£75,676 (2009 - £102,252) and governance costs came to £1,091 (2009 - £7,517).
Assets & Liabilities
In relation to Assets, the total assets of the MCB, less its current liabilities, increased during the year
to £131,555. The total current assets decreased to £141,980 (2009 - £236,922). This includes bank
balances and cash reserves of £82,191 (2009 - £56,823). The current liabilities decreased to £34,604
(2009 - £157,803).
Acknowledgements, Contributions and Sources of Funds
The most significant contribution to the output of the MCB is one that is not immediately apparent
in our financial statements. This contribution is made by our affiliates and committed volunteers.
The national and regional affiliates along with the 500+ local affiliates strengthen the MCB not only
with the fees and generous donations that they provide but also with benefits-in-kind. Over and
above the time and expertise that they devote to the MCB work untiringly, Central Working
Committee (CWC) and members of other committees and other delegates attend meetings, and
represent the MCB at home and abroad, usually paying their own fares and expenses. This helps to
keep our governance costs to a minimum.
I would estimate these benefits-in-kind at a value of at least half a million pounds a year. They
include professional expertise by secondment of members to work as volunteers for the MCB
providing specialist skills, experiences and community perspectives, hosting of MCB gatherings and
training programs, promoting MCB events and projects and providing catering and premises. Many
work almost full time. As in previous years various community channels, magazines and newspapers
have provided advertising time and space that has made the work of the MCB known to the
community.
The MCB Charitable Foundation has continued to provide MCB support for its charitable activities. It
has helped to raise funds for the Books4Schools project and also paid part of our office rent this
year. Much of the funds have come from our generous donors and affiliate charities. MCB Charitable
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Foundation remains committed to raise funds for the future funding of our charitable activities.
Even though individual projects can continue to attract specific donations, our collective fund,
Strengthening Civil Society successfully collected £67,392 (2009 £51,813). It incorporates several of
the current MCB projects - Books for Schools (B4S), the MCB Leadership Development Program
(LDP), a University Research project and Footsteps. MCB also successfully delivered self financing
projects such as Negotiation Skills Workshop and the Leadership Development Programme. In order
to improve our project delivery, we decided to introduce a project management template this year.
Guided by the Central Working Committees – past and present –the MCB has always steered clear of
seeking funds for its core activities from any political or government organisation in order to
maintain and strengthen our independence. The MCB has tendered for specific projects and
received funds from government departments and NGOs. This work in partnership with the funders
was done in pursuance of our objectives to deliver targeted benefits and measurable positive
outcomes for both the Muslim community and the society at large. NHS Spiritual Care, Footsteps
and MINAB are examples of projects where our ability to deliver and the needs of Government
departments were well matched, and enabled the MCB to provide much needed community services
in line with our objectives.
Bank Accounts
The Muslim Council of Britain has had bank accounts with the HSBC and with the Islamic Bank of
Britain.
Observations and Recommendations
1.

From the budget management aspect I am pleased to report that the general income
exceeded the core and governance costs incurred during the year resulting in a net surplus of
£31,655 (2009 - £13,211). This was mainly due to the special fundraising dinner and partially
due to not filling all the staff vacancies we had budgeted for. I am therefore concerned about
our financial position, particularly, the cashflow situation. The downward trend in our regular
and secure income from general donations and affiliate fees is not helpful either. This needs
urgent attention and action. We have been underperforming given our affiliate base, profile
and contribution. MCB needs to connect better, articulate its case strongly and develop a
greater understanding of the needs of those it serves.

2.

The most encouraging and successful initiative of this year was the Muslim Leadership Dinner.
Organised within a lead time of only three months, it was not only a powerful networking
event, but raised significant funds. It also highlighted our capacity to deliver high profile
events. I recommend that Muslim Leadership Dinner should become an annual function.

3.

The launch of the Community Development Funds provides an issued based approach to
motivate and engage the Muslim community in the work of MCB. This needs to be planned
and pursued with suitable investment.

4.

CWC decided to undertake an extensive and professional process to develop a short and long
term strategic plan for the organisation, reviewing goals, activities and structure. As financial
support has also been secured I recommend that the process is completed as early as possible
and the recommendations of the report implemented.

5.

We recognised the need for rebranding MCB and significant efforts were put in to develop
this. I believe the process enabled us to understand our values and how we communicate to
our stake holders. This should be completed as part of the strategic process.
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6.

We have continued to explore the idea of incorporating the MCB as proposed last year. Whilst
we recognise that this offers the benefits of safeguarding MCB’s interests, we also realised
that MCB’s complex governing structure and its multi-faceted scope of work may pose
obstacles. This matter together with the relationship with other entities such as MCB
Charitable Foundation (MCBCF) and MCB Events Ltd should be commissioned to the experts
for an early resolution.

7.

Despite our efforts neither our affiliate numbers nor the standing orders have increased as
per our plans. Both of these remain critical issues for our growth and sustainability and
recommend that rather than depending on the voluntary efforts, suitable staff be urgently
employed for these campaigns.

8.

MCB HQ remains an important strategic project for our long term stability. MCBCF has
explored prospects but no progress has been made to date. Once again, I believe the next
CWC should ensure that this project is launched, supported and pursued vigorously.

I would like to end by thanking most profusely my colleagues in the Central Working Committee,
particularly, the members of Finance and General Purpose Committee, office bearers and our
advisers for their support and guidance. Navshir Jaffer, our Assistant Treasurer, took much of the
burden of managing the accounts and reports. His initiative to prepare the end of the year financial
statements in house and tendering for the new auditors to save costs has been a huge effort. In this
regard our book-keeper and accountant Isam Waddad also deserves a special commendation. I
would like to particularly thank Harun Rashid; Jamil Sherif and the rest of the Muslim Leadership
Dinner team for their sterling efforts, Tufael Ahmad for his patient pursuing of the rebranding
project as well as overseeing our IT services, Talat Ahmad for being the professional volunteer in HR
and recruitment process, Unaiza Malik for her continued support to F&GP despite difficult family
and personal circumstances, Dr. Akber Mohamedali for managing the LDP singlehandedly. Last but
not least, I would like to give a very special thanks to our staff at the office: Br. Mueen, Br. Shahid,
Br. Farrukh, Sr. Ayesha and Br. Shibli (part of the year) for undertaking their tasks with dedication
and diligence.
May Allah bless the MCB with greater strength and dynamism in the future. It is an organisation
whose well being and progress is vital for the cohesion and strength of the Muslim communities in
the UK. May Allah protect it. May Allah grant us the strength and wisdom to honour our
commitments and forgive us our shortcomings. Ameen.

Mr Farooq Murad
Treasurer
The Muslim Council of Britain
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THE MUSLIM COUNCIL OF BRITAIN
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
(Incorporating income and expenditure account)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2010

Restricted

Unrestricted

Total funds

Total funds

Funds

Funds

2010

2009

£

£

£

£

-

108,422

108,422

122,980

117,545

142,399

259,944

308,503

-----------------117,545
-----------------

------------------250,821
-------------------

------------------368,366
-------------------

------------------431,483
-------------------

118,075
----------------118,075
-----------------

160,033
75,676
1,091
------------------236,800
-------------------

278,108
75,676
1,091
------------------354,875
-------------------

379,566
102,252
7,517
------------------489,335
-------------------

(530)

14,021

13,491

(57,852)

13,527
--------------12,997
=======

104,537
------------------118,558
========

118,064
------------------131,555
========

175,916
------------------118,064
========

INCOMING RESOURCES

General income
Project income
Total incoming resources
RESOURCES EXPENDED
Project expenditure
Core costs
Governance costs
Total resources expended
MOVEMENT IN TOTAL FUNDS FOR
THE YEAR – NET EXPENDITURE/
(INCOME) FOR THE YEAR

Total funds at 1 April 2009
TOTAL FUNDS AT 31 MARCH 2010

The Statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year.
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THE MUSLIM COUNCIL OF BRITAIN
BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 31 MARCH 2010

2010
£

2009
£

£

£

FIXED ASSETS

Tangible fixed assets

24,179

38,945

CURRENT ASSETS

Stocks
Debtors
Cash at bank

CREDITORS: amounts falling due
within one year
NET CURRENT ASSETS
TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT
LIABILITIES

33,834
25,955
82,191
-------------------141,980

43,364
136,735
56,823
-------------------236,922

(34,604)
-------------------

(157,803)
------------------107,376
---------------------

79,119
---------------------

£131,555
==========

£118,064
==========

12,997
118,558
------------------£131,555
=========

13,527
104,537
------------------£118,064
=========

CHARITY FUNDS

Restricted Funds
Unrestricted funds
TOTAL FUNDS

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Central Working Committee
on 20th June 2010 and signed on their behalf by:

Mr Farooq Murad
Treasurer
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Appendix A
Office Bearers, Board of Counsellors, Advisors, Central Working Committee and other Committees
Members 2009 - 2010
Office Bearers
Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari
Dr Daud Abdullah
Mr Farooq Murad
Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra
Dr Abdel Aziz Belattar
Dr Reefat Drabu
Mr Navshir Jaffer
Central Working Committee
Nationally Elected Members
Name of Person
Mr Ahtsham Ali
Dr Daud Abdullah
Dr Manazir Ahsan
Mr Tahir Alam
Mr Azad Ali
Mufti M. Aslam
Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari
Dr Abdul Aziz Belattar
Dr Abderazak Bougara
Mr Inayat Bunglawala
Miss Hamida Dewan
Dr Reefat Drabu
Mr Musleh Faradhi
Mr Navshir Jaffer
Mr Harun Rashid Khan
Mr Sher Khan
Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra
Dr Akber Mohamedali
Mr Hasan Mueenuddin
Mr Farooq Murad
Dr Zahid Parvez
Mr M. Habibur Rahman
Mr Nasim Aslam Rana
Sir Iqbal Sacranie
Mr Tanzeem Wasti
Zonally Elected Members
Dr Hafez Al-Karmi
Mr Mohammed Amin
Dr Abderazak Azzedin
Mr Abdul Karim Gheewala
Mr Nozmul Hussain
Mr Saleem Kidwai
Sheikh Anwar Mady
Mr Zubair Malik

Organisation
Islamic Society of Britain - National
An Noor
Islamic Foundation
Islamic Society of Britain (Birmingham)
Islamic Forum Europe
Jamiat-e-Ulema Britain
East London Mosque Trust Ltd
Muslim Association of Britain
Muslim Association of Britain
Islamic Society of Britain Luton
Young Muslim Sisters (UK)
Southampton Al-Nisaa Association
Islamic Forum Europe
The Khoja Shia Ithnasheri S. London Jamaat
Young Muslim Organisation UK
Islamic Society of Britain - London
Khazinat Al-'Ilm
The Council of European Jamaats
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire
Islamic Society of Britain - Leicester Branch
UK Islamic Mission (National)
Islamic Forum Europe
UK Islamic Mission (National)
UK Action Committee on Islamic Affairs
Muslim Solidarity Committee

West & Central London, West & South West
Merseyside, Manchester, Oldham. Rochdale
Merseyside, Manchester, Oldham. Rochdale
East Midlands (inc. Notts & Derbyshire)
West Midlands
Wales
Northern Ireland
Scotland
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Mahera Ruby
Dr Ahmad Sabik
Maulana Islam Ali Shah
(Vacant)
Dr Abduljalil Sajid

East London, Essex & Norfolk
North London, Beds. & Cambridge
Yorkshire & North East
Preston, Blackburn, Bolton, Burnley
South London & Southern England

Directly Nominated Members - National
Mr Mohamed Abdelhalim
Mr Talha Ahmad
Ms Umamah Ahmed
Mr Mokhtar Badri
Br Syed Choudry
Mr Abdelmonem Elmehrek
Mr Faisal Hanjra
Mr Ibrahim Hewitt
Mr Tassaddaq Hussain
Dr Alam Ara Khan
Mr Dilowar Hussain Khan
Mr Muhammad Ayyub Laher
Mr Shazid Miah
Maulana Muhammad Sarfraz Madni
Mrs Unaiza Malik
Mr Ajmal Masroor
Mr Irfan Mustafa
Seyed Mohamed Naqvi
Munawer Rattansey
(Vacant)
(Vacant)
(Vacant)
(Vacant)
(Vacant)

Muslim Welfare House (London)
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire
Young Muslim Sisters (UK)
Muslim Association of Britain
Young Muslims UK (National)
Muslim Students Society UK & Eire
The Federation of Students Islamic Societies (FOSIS)
Association of Muslim Schools
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith UK
Muslim Doctors and Dentists Association
Islamic Forum Europe
Jamiat-e-Ulema Britain
Young Muslim Organisation UK
UK Islamic Mission (National)
The Muslim Women's Association (UK)
Islamic Society of Britain - National
Indian Muslim Federation
The Council of European Jamaats
The World Federation of KSIMC
Muslim Women Society (MWS)
Council of Nigerian Muslim Organisations
The World Islamic Mission
Jama'at Ahle Sunnat UK
UK Turkish Islamic Association

Directly Nominated Members - Regional
Yaseer Ahmed
Mr Faruk Ahmed
Maulana Rafiqul Alam
Dr Salah Beltagui
Mr Abdessamed Elhaouari
Dr Abdalla Yassin Mohamed
Mr Suleiman Nagdi
Mr Abdul Hamid Qureshi
(Vacant)
(Vacant)
(Vacant)

Bolton Council of Mosques (BCOM)
Council of Mosques Tower Hamlets
Islamic Forum Europe - North Branch
Muslim Council of Scotland
Southwark Muslim Forum (SMF)
Muslim Council of Wales (Cyngor Moslemaidd
Cymru)
Federation of Muslim Organisations - Leicestershire
Lancashire Council of Mosques
Confederation of Sunni Mosques Midlands
Council of Mosques, London & Southern Counties
Union of Muslim Organisations - Walsall

Co-opted Members
Judge Khurshid Drabu
Mr Saqeb Mueen
Ms Talat Ahmed
Ms Zainab Waliullah
Dr Jamil Sherif
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Constitutionally Mandated Committees
Finance & General Purpose
 Chair – Mr Farooq Murad
Legal Affairs
 Chair – Judge Khurshid Drabu
 Vice Chair – Mr Khalid Sofi
 Secretary - Mr Amer Ahmad
Membership
 Chair – Mr Azad Ali
Media
 Chair – Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari
 Vice Chair – Mr Salim Patel
 Secretary – Mr Tufael Ahmed / Mr Hasan Ahmed
Research & Documentation
 Chair – Dr Jamil Sherif
Other Committees
Business & Economics
 Chair – Mr Mohammed Amin
 Joint Vice Chairs – Mr Fazl Syed and Mr Arif Zaman
 Joint Secretaries – Mr Sharjil Ahmed and Mr Asim Iqbal
Chaplaincy
 Chair – Dr Shuja Shafi
 Vice Chair – Imam Yunus Dudhwala
 Secretary - Imam Asim Hafiz
Education




Chair – Mr Shahid Akmal
Vice Chair – Sheikh Ramzy
Secretary – Mr Shehzad Khattak

European & International Affairs



Chair – Dr Daud Abdullah
Vice Chair – Ms Shenaz Bunglawala

Food Standards
 Chair – Dr Shuja Shafi
 Vice Chair - Mowlana Yunus Dudhwala
 Secretary - Mr Chowdhury Mueen Uddin
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Health and Medical
 Chair - Dr Abdullah Shehu
 Vice-Chair - Dr Shuja Shafi
 Secretary - Dr Junaid Patel
Interfaith Relations
 Chair – Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra
 Vice-Chair – Sheikh Abbas Ismail
London
 Chair – Mr Harun Rashid Khan
 Secretary - Mrs Talat Ahmed
Mosque & Community Affairs
 Chair - Dr Manazir Ahsan
 Vice Chair – Mr Qari Ismail
 Secretary – Mr Farooq Mulla
Public Affairs
 Chair – Mr Saqeb Mueen
 Secretary – Mrs Talat Ahmed
Social & Family Affairs
 Chair – Mr Bulbul Ali
 Secretary – Mr Farrukh Hassan
Youth
 Chair – Mr Mujibul Islam
 Vice Chair – Mr Kawsar Zaman
 Secretary – Miss Lubaaba Al-Azami
Board of Counsellors
Professor Khurshid Ahmed
Dr Ali Mughram Al-Ghamdi
Professor Salim Al-Hassani
Dr Kamal El-Helbawy
Mr Tanzeem Wasti
Sir Iqbal Sacranie
Mr Yousuf Bhailok
Mrs Unaiza Malik
Syed Nawazish Bokhari
Advisors
Judge Khurshid Drabu
Dr Jamil Sherif
Sir Iqbal Sacranie
Dr Akber Mohamedali

Maulana Yusuf Motalla
Lord Adam Patel
Dr Abdul Raheem Khan
Dr Basil Mustafa
Judge Khurshid Drabu
Mr Misdaq Zaidi
Dr Akber Mohammedali
Mr Ahmad Al-Rawi

Mr Iqbal Asaria
Mr Hashir Faruqi
Mrs Unaiza Malik
Mr Tahir Alam
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Appendix B
Press Releases (in descending order)
07 Jun 2010
31 May 2010
17 May 2010
13 May 2010
12 May 2010
07 May 2010
01 May 2010
22 Apr 2010
09 Apr 2010
08 Apr 2010
30 Mar 2010

Community Comes Together to Promote Interfaith Understanding
Through Education
MCB Calls on UK Foreign Secretary to Condemn Israeli Attack on Aid
Convoy
Joint Community Effort to Promote Interfaith Understanding Through
Education
MCB Leads International Delegation to Promote Trade and Exchange Ideas
at the 6th World Islamic Economic Forum
MCB Welcomes New Government and the Prospect of a New Politics
A Momentous Day for British Politics
MCB welcomes community's unprecedented interest in general election
Network MCB - MCB Newsletter Issue 5
Faith Groups Speak with one Voice Against far-right Ahead of General
Election
British Muslim Religious Leaders Urge Community to Vote on 6 May
MCB Responds to Shocking News That Replica Mosques are Being Used as
Army Firing Targets
MCB Welcomes the CLG Select Committee Inquiry on Prevent

27 Mar 2010

Islam Channel Becomes the Latest UK Muslim Institution to be Attacked
by the Quilliam Foundation

02 Mar 2010

Dispatches Programme Cooks up an 'Islamic Republic of Britain' to Serve
our Already Shrill anti-Muslim Discourse
British Muslims Mourn the Passing Away of Hasan Charles Le Gai Eaton

27 Feb 2010
23 Feb 2010

22 Feb 2010
26 Jan 2010
22 Jan 2010

Cabinet Ministers and Party Leader Join British Muslim Leaders to
Celebrate and Look Forward to a Successful and Inclusive British Muslim
Community
The MCB's Muslim Leadership Dinner Brings Together Diverse Community,
Political, and Business Leaders
Speak out Against anti-Muslim Violence: MCB Writes to Home Secretary
on Growing anti-Muslim Hatred
Muslim Community Meets to Raise Concerns over Growing anti-Muslim
violence

19 Jan 2010

MCB’s Youth to launch innovative blog – The Platform – Debating and
Discussing Britain in the New Decade

14 Jan 2010

Muslim Charities Appeal for Emergency Aid to Haiti

12 Jan 2010

Ban Groups if They Break the Law, Not on the Basis of Media Hysteria
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28 Dec 2009

Attempted Airline Bombing Condemned by Muslim Community

19 Dec 2009

UK Muslims, the Most Patriotic in Europe

17 Dec 2009

Muslim Council of Britain Celebrates Outstanding Youth Work:
Announcing the Young Muslim Beacon Awards 2009

14 Dec 2009

MCB welcomes Government advice on correct labelling of food from West
Bank

14 Dec 2009

Young Muslim Beacon Awards 2009 – Tuesday 15 December 2009

09 Dec 2009

MCB Welcomes the Rethinking on Prevent

29 Nov 2009

Swiss Minaret Ban – A Tragic and Deplorable Development

23 Nov 2009

MCB to Organise Delegation to the World Islamic Economic Forum

11 Nov 2009

MCB Writes to the Foreign Secretary on Goldstone Report on Gaza

05 Nov 2009

MCB Report Demonstrates long-standing British Muslim Support for
Armed Forces

23 Oct 2009

Fears confirmed after racist leader spouts anti-Islam hate on BBC

22 Oct 2009

The BBC decision will Increase Islamophobia and anti-Muslim Violence

18 Oct 2009

Spying on Communities Contravenes Cherished British Freedom

16 Oct 2009

MCB On Geert Wilders

15 Oct 2009

MCB Deplores Islam4UK Proposed March

18 Sep 2009

Eid Mubarak from the Secretary General

12 Sep 2009

Do Not be Provoked by Bigots

27 Aug 2009

Its Time to Take anti-Muslim Hate Crimes Seriously

11 Aug 2009

MCB Welcomes the Refocusing of our Collective Responsibility in the
Pursuit to Prevent Terrorism

16 Jul 2009

BBC Apologises to MCB Secretary-General over slanderous comments
aired on Question Time

10 Jul 2009

A Modern Tragedy Commemorating of Srebrenica Genocide Day 11 July

08 Jul 2009

MCB Calls for Stern and Transparent Action Against anti-Muslim Violence

23 Jun 2009

Sarkozy Defies Universal Values as he tells Women What Not to Wear:
French leader's Burqa remarks are designed to whip-up further
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xenophobia against Muslims
16 Jun 2009

MCB Urges for Public Inquiry into the Iraq War

10 Jun 2009

MCB Welcomes Law Lords' Ruling Over the Use of Secret Evidence

08 Jun 2009

MCB Alarmed Over Neo-Nazi victory
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Appendix C
MCB Affiliates 2009-2010
National Affiliates
Association of Muslim Schools
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire
Islamic Forum Europe
Jama'at Ahle Sunnat UK
Jamiat-e-Ulema Britain
Muslim Doctors and Dentists Association
Muslim Welfare House (London)
The Council of European Jamaats
The World Federation of KSIMC
UK Islamic Mission (National)
UK Turkish Islamic Association
Young Muslims UK (Brothers)
Regional Affiliates
Bolton Council of Mosques (BCOM)
Council of Mosques Tower Hamlets
Federation of Muslim Organisations – Leicestershire
Lancashire Council of Mosques
Muslim Council of Wales (Cyngor Moslemaidd
Cymru)
Union of Muslim Organisations - Walsall

Council of Nigerian Muslim Organisations
Indian Muslim Federation (UK)
Islamic Society of Britain (National)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith UK
Muslim Association of Britain
Muslim Students Society UK & Eire
Muslim Women Society (MWS)
The Federation of Students Islamic Societies
(FOSIS)
The World Islamic Mission
UK Islamic Mission (National)
Young Muslim Organisation UK
Young Muslims UK (Sisters)

Confederation of Sunni Mosques Midlands
Council of Mosques, London & Southern
Counties
Islamic Forum Europe - North Branch
Muslim Council of Scotland (MCS)
Southwark Muslim Forum (SMF)

Local Affiliates
Aalami Majlise Tahaffuze Khatme Nubuwwat
Abrar Islamic Foundation
Ahlulbayt Islamic Mission (AIM)
Al Muntada Al Islami Trust
Al-Asr Scholastic Research Estb.
Al-Furqan Charity Trust
Al-Hijra Somali Community
Al-Huda Cultural Centre & Mosque
Al-Mahdi Institute
Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust
Al-Zaitoona Arabic School
Anjuman-e-Farogh-e-Aza

Abdullah Quilliam Society
Abu Hurairah Academy
Aisha Mosque & Islamic Centre (Walsall)
Al Mustafa Trust International
Albarakat Walfare Trust
Al-Hidayah Association
Al-Hijrah Trust
Al-Jamiah Al-Islamiyah (Darul Uloom Lancs)
Al-Muttaqiin
Al-Risala Education Trust
An Noor
Anjuman-e-Ja'fariyya, Muslim Community of
Watford
Anjuman-e-Saifee
Ansar Finance Group
Anwar-e-Madina Mosque & School Trust
Arab Lawyers Association
Ar-Rahman Academy of Cultural and Religious Activities Assoc. of Muslim Teachers and Lecturers
Association of British Hujajj (Pilgrims)
Association of Islamic Teachers UK (AIT)
Association of Muslim Lawyers
Association of Muslim Professionals
Association of Muslim Researchers
Assunnah Islamic Centre
Azan Community Services Association
Azhar Academy
Azmat-e-Islam Mosque
Baitul-Aman Islamic Mission
Balham Mosque
Barnet Muslim Forum
Battersea Mosque
Bazme Tolu-e-Islam, London
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Bedford International Islamic Society
Birmingham Central Mosque
Blackburn Muslim Association
Bosnia - Herzegovina Islamic Centre
Brent Islamic Circle
Brighton Mosque & Muslim Community Centre
British Muslim Association of Merton
Caribbean Islamic Association
Central Jamia Masjid (Wakefield)
Central Mosque Blackpool
Community Care Management Ltd. (CCM)
Council of Islamic Affairs, Blackburn
Croydon Mosque & Islamic Centre
Dar Al-Arqam Islamic Centre
Darul Ummah Jame Masjid
Daubhill Muslim Society
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Birmingham Branch)
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Dockland Branch)
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Redbridge Branch)
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Swansea Branch)
Da'watul Islam Youth Group
Dulwich Islamic Centre
East London Mosque Trust Ltd
Education Aid
Epsom & Ewell Islamic Society
European Institute Of Human Science
Gardens of Peace, Muslim Cemetery Trust
Halal Consumers Ltd
Hanafi Sunni Muslim Circle – UK
Harlesden Ummah
Harrow Islamic Society
Hendon Mosque & Islamic Centre
Horn Stars SC
Human Appeal International
Husayni Madrasah
Immigrants Funeral Society
Indian Muslim Association
Indian Muslim Welfare Society
International Forum For Islamic Dialogue
International Khatme-e-Nubuwwat Mission
Iqra International
Iqra Trust
Islamia Schools Trust
Islamic Academy
Islamic Centre

Belfast Islamic Centre
Blackburn Council of Mosques
Bolton Muslim Welfare Trust
Bradford Muslim Welfare Society
Brighton Islamic Mission
Bristol Islamic Schools Trust
Brondesbury College For Boys
Central Jamia Masjid (Southall)
Central Jamia Mosque Ghamkol Sharif
Childrens Relief Fund
Council of Indian Muslims
Coventry Cross Mosque & Islamic Comm.
Centre
Daarul Jannah Community Centre & Masjid
Dar Uloom Al-Arabiya Al-Islamiya (Bury)
Darus Salam Mosque (Leicester Mosque
Trust)
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Bethnal Green
Branch)
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Bristol Branch)
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Manchester
Branch)
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Shadwell Branch)
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Walthamstow
Women's Branch)
Dudley Muslim Association
Dundee Islamic Society
Edmonton Islamic Centre
Elland Mosque Association
Europe Trust
Friends of Al-Aqsa
Gulzar-e-Madina Mosque
Halal Monitoring Committee Ltd
Haringey Islamic Trust
Harrow Central Mosque
Helping Hands For The Needy
Hinckley Muslim Association
Hounslow Jamia Masjid
Human Relief Foundation (Main)
Ibn Rushd Society
Imperial College Islamic Society
Indian Muslim Patel Society
Institute of Islamic Banking and Insurance
International Institute of Kashmir Studies
Interpal Palestinians Relief and
Development Fund
Iqra School Oxford (Institute)
Islam Expo Ltd
Islamic & Cultural Society of Harrow
Islamic Association of North London
Islamic Centre, Birmingham
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Islamic College for Advanced Studies
Islamic Computing Centre
Islamic Education Society (Nur Ul-Islam Mosque)
Islamic Educational & Recreational Institute
Islamic Forum Europe - Loughborough Branch
Islamic Forum Europe - South Branch
Islamic Forum Europe -London
Islamic Forum Europe - West Midland Branch
Islamic Foundation
Islamic Relief (London)
Islamic Resource Centre
Islamic Society (Coventry)
Islamic Society of Britain - Bradford Branch
Islamic Society of Britain - Halifax Branch
Islamic Society of Britain - Luton Branch
Islamic Society of Britain - Newham Branch
Islamic Society of Britain - Redbridge Branch
Islamic Society of Britain - Tower Hamlets
Islington Islamic Centre
Jami Mosque and Islamic Centre
Jamia Mosque (Hansdworth Islamic Centre)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Bradford)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Dewsbury)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Maidstone)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Skipton)
Jamiat Ittehadul Muslimin (The Islamic Centre)
Jamiatul Ummah Secondary School
Karima Institute
Khawateen (Association of Asian Muslim Ladies of
North London)
Kingston Muslim Association
KSI Muslim Community of Milton Keynes
KSIMC of London
Ladybridge Muslim Society
Leeds Grand Mosque
Leytonstone Islamic Association
London Islamic Culture and Recreation Society (LICARS)
M.A. Al-Kharafi Islamic Centre
MADE (Muslim Agency for Development and
Enterprise) in Europe
Madinatul Uloom Al-Islamiyah
Madressa Alarabia Alislamia
Majlis Ulama-e-Shia (Europe)
Manchester Islamic Schools Trust
Markazul-Uloom Al-Islamiyya
Masjid and Madrasah Al-Tawhid
Masjid Tauheedul Islam

Islamic Community Centre, Tottenham
Islamic Cultural Centre & Education
Battersea
Islamic Education Trust (Masjid Al-Falah)
Islamic Forum Europe - Bradford
Islamic Forum Europe - Manchester Branch
Islamic Forum Europe - South Branch
Islamic Forum Europe - Luton
Islamic Forum Europe Oldham
Islamic Foundation for Ecology &
Environmental Science
Islamic Relief Agency (ISRA) (Birmingham)
Islamic Shariah Council
Islamic Society of Britain – B’ham Branch
Islamic Society of Britain - Glasgow Branch
Islamic Society of Britain - Leicester Branch
Islamic Society of Britain – Manchester
Branch
Islamic Society of Britain - Redbridge Branch
Islamic Society of Britain - Sheffield Branch
Islamic Students Society (U.W.S)
Jame Mosque (Leicester)
Jamia Masjid (Blackburn)
Jamia Masjid (Doncaster)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Derby)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Leytonstone)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Redhill)
Jamiat Al Nissa
Jamiate Nizame Islam
Jamiatul Ummah Sixth Form College
Khazinat Al-'Ilm
Kosova Islamic Centre U.K.
KSIMC of Birmingham
Kurdish Association in Britain
Lebanese Muslim League
Lewisham Islamic Centre
London Guildhall University Islamic Society
London School of Economics Islamic Society
MADE (Muslim Agency for Development
and Enterprise) in Europe
Madinatul Uloom & Islamic Centre
Madni Jamia Masjid & Islamic Centre
Majlis Sautul Quraan
Makki Masjid (Sheffield)
Markazi Mosque & Islamic Centre
Masjid Al Hidayah
Masjid Noor (Huddersfield)
Masjid Umar/ Evington Muslim Centre
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Masjid-e-Anisul Islam
Masjid-e-Irfan
Masjid-e-Sajedeen
Masjid-e-Usman (Huddersfield)
Mayfair Islamic Centre
Memon Association UK
Mount Pleasant Islamic Trust
Mushkil Aasaan
Muslim Association of Bradford (Central Mosque)
Muslim Burial Council of Leicestershire
Muslim Community Centre
Muslim Cultural Heritage Centre Trust (Al Manar)
Muslim Education Centre
Muslim Educational Trust (London)
Muslim Hands International
Muslim Investment Corporation Ltd
Muslim Shia Ithna-Asheri Jamaat of Essex
Muslim Solidarity Committee
Muslim Welfare Association of Vale of Glamorgan
Muslim Welfare House (Durham)
Muslim Welfare House (Newcastle)
Muslim Welfare Institute
Muslim Youth Helpline
Muslimaat UK
Nasserpuria Memon Association UK
Newham North Islamic Association
Nuneaton Muslim Welfare & Cultural Assoc
Paigham-e-Islam Trust
Pakistan Workers Association
Palestinian Forum in Britain
Peace by Peace Charity
Preston Muslim Society - Jamea Mosque
Preston Muslim Society, Quwwatul Islam Masjid
Rahman International
Reading Muslim Council
Redbridge Islamic Centre
Renaissance Readers Club UK
Seaheaven Islamic Community
Shah Jahan Mosque (Woking)
Sheikh Abdullah Foundation (The)
Shia Ithna-Asheri Community of Middx (SICM)
Solihull Muslim Community Association (SMCA)
Somali Welfare Centre
South London Mosque & Islamic Centre
Southampton Medina Mosque Trust
Sri Lanka Islamic (UK) Association Trust
Sri Lankan Islamic Forum UK

Masjid-e-Falah, Preston Muslim Society
Masjid-e-Rizwan Mosque
Masjid-e-Saliheen
Mauritian Islamic Welfare Association
Memon Association (Leicester)
Mosque & Islamic Centre (Edinburgh)
Muath Trust / Bordesley Centre
Muslim Aid
Muslim Association of Nigeria (UK)
Muslim Community and Education Centre
Muslim Council of Southampton
Muslim Directory
Muslim Educational Consultative Committee
Muslim Enterprise Development Service
(MEDS)
Muslim Information Centre
Muslim Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheri Community
of Leicester
Muslim Sisters Jamaat
Muslim Teachers' Association
Muslim Welfare Board
Muslim Welfare House (Glasgow)
Muslim Welfare House (Sheffield)
Muslim World League
Muslim Youth Skills (MYS)
Narborough Road Islamic Centre
Neeli Mosque & Islamic Centre
Northern Ireland Muslim Family Association
(NIMFA)
Omar Welfare House
Pakistan Association - Leicestershire
Pakistani Association - Liverpool
Palestinian Return Centre
Preston Muslim Girls High School
Preston Muslim Society - Masjid-e-Salaam
Quranic Study Circle
Raza Islamic Educational & Cultural Centre
Redbridge & Chigwell Muslim Association
Redbridge Muslim Womens Social Group
Save Chechnya Campaign Ltd
Seerah Foundation
Shah Poran Masjid and Islamic Centre Trust
Shia Ithna Ashri Islamic Centre
Shropshire Islamic Foundation
Somali Speakers Association
Somali Women's Group
Southampton Al-Nisaa Association
Southwark Muslim Women's Association
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress UK
Sri Lankan Muslim Community Foundation
of Milton Keynes
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Sri Lankan Muslim Cultural Centre UK
Surrey Heath Muslim Association
Ta Ha Publishers Ltd.
Taleem Trust/Muslim Network (Scotland)
Tawak'kuliah Islamic Society
The Association of Muslim Governors
The Charity Network
The International Qirat and Naat Association
Blackburn UK
The Islamic Centre & Leicester Central Mosque
The Liverpool Islamic Institute and Mosque
The Popda Society
The Young Muslims (Birmingham)
Turkish Students Welfare Charity
UK Care For Children
UK Islamic Education Waqf
UK Islamic Mission (Bradford)
UK Islamic Mission (Cardiff)
UK Islamic Mission (Glasgow North)
UK Islamic Mission (Hull)
UK Islamic Mission (Leicester)
UK Islamic Mission (Luton)
UK Islamic Mission (Manchester North)
UK Islamic Mission (Peterborough)
UK Islamic Mission (Sheffield)
UK Islamic Mission (Walsall)
UK Islamic Mission (Midland Zone)
UK Islamic Mission (Scotland Zone)
UKIM (Ibrahim Mosque, Plaistow)
UKIM (Masjid & Islamic Centre, B'ham)
UKIM (Nelson Branch)
UKIM Jamia Mosque
Ummah Welfare Trust
Union of Muslim Families (UK)
United Somali Benadir Council
Waaberi Community Development Association
(WACODA)
Waqf Al-Birr Educational Trust
Watford Mosque & Welfare Association
Wimbledon Mosque
Women's Relief
World Islamic Association of Mental Health
World Islamic Foundation
World Islamic Mission (Midlands)
York Mosque & Islamic Centre (UKIM)
Young Muslim Organisation (Oldham)

Stevenage Muslim Community Centre
Sutton Islamic Centre
Takaful Trust
Tauheedul Islam Girls' High School
Teebah
The Brighton and Hove Muslim Forum
(BHMF)
The European Academy for Islamic Studies
The Islamic Association of Lincoln
The Khoja Shia Ithnasheri South London
Jamaat
The Muslim Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheri
Community of Peterborough
The Wharf Muslim Association
Tottenham Mosque
UK Action Committee on Islamic Affairs
UK Islamic Council
UK Islamic Mission (Birmingham Central)
UK Islamic Mission (Burnley)
UK Islamic Mission (East Ham) & Masjid Bilal
UK Islamic Mission (Glasgow South)
UK Islamic Mission (Keighley)
UK Islamic Mission (Liverpool)
UK Islamic Mission (Luton)
UK Islamic Mission (Oldham)
UK Islamic Mission (Rochdale)
UK Islamic Mission (South Birmingham)
UK Islamic Mission (Wolverhampton)
UK Islamic Mission (North Zone)
UKIM (Manchester South)
UKIM (Madina Masjid Nelson)
UKIM (Masjid Noor, Blackburn)
UKIM (New Malden Ladies Circle)
UKIM West London Islamic Centre
Understanding Islam UK
United Islamic Association
Utrujj Foundation
Waltham Forest Noor Ul Islam Trust
Warrington Islamic Association
Wessex Shia Ithna Asheri Jamaat
Winchester Muslim Cultural Association
World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY)
World Islamic Forum
World Islamic Mission (Glasgow)
Worthing Islamic Society
Young Muslim Organisation (Manchester)
Young Muslim Organisation UK (Sunderland)
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WE THANK
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The Muslim Council of Britain is a national representative Muslim
umbrella body with over 500 affiliated national, regional and local
organisations, mosques, charities and schools. The MCB is pledged to
work for the common good of society as a whole; encouraging
individual Muslims and Muslim organisations to play a full and
participatory role in public life.
www.mcb.org.uk
The Muslim Council of Britain: PO Box 57330, London E1 2WJ E:admin@mcb.org.uk T:+44 (0) 845 26 26 786 F:+44 (0) 207 247 7079

