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In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Secretary General’s Address
to the Annual General Meeting of the General Assembly
Respected Chair, distinguished guests, brothers and sisters - Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullah
We are meeting in very challenging times for the Muslim communities in Britain, as well as across
the rest of the world. In the UK, the media’s persistent focus on finding anything and everything
problematic with Islam or Muslims has, to some extent, entered the subconscious of many parts
of British society. Sober thinking parts of the academia and intelligentsia are now getting quite
perturbed about it. This makes the on-going work of the MCB even more critical and relevant in
today's climate and in the latter part of this address I will say a few words about this.
My term as your elected Secretary General has been under constant public and media scrutiny.
The pressure has been unrelenting but, Alhamdulillah, this made my team of Officers Bearers
more resolute, strategic and professional in the manner of their work.
Following the London Assembly elections in May 2008 we have seen a major political change at
City Hall. I would like to take this opportunity to express our heartfelt thanks to the outgoing Mayor
Ken Livingstone for his visionary and strategic leadership which has made London a much more
inclusive and harmonious city than has been for a long time. We wish Ken all the best in his future
roles and remain confident that our friendships will grow stronger in the years to come. I also take
this opportunity to warmly welcome the newly elected Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, to his office. We urge him to continue the good work of City Hall and the GLA family for a thriving, multicultural London - a leading world city in which all sections of its population feel part of and valued.
We hope to work with him, the Deputy Mayors and his advisors, in ensuring that we all are working towards the same goal of promoting the common good for all Londoners.

HE Ebrahim Rasool, Premier, Provincial Government of the Western Cape, South Africa

Our 10th Annual General Meeting was held on 16 June 2007 and guest speaker HE Mr Ebrahim
Rasool, Premier, Provincial Government of the Western Cape, South Africa, spoke on the theme
of 'Muslim identity and a multicultural society’. In his speech, he noted that this was a time of tension, with Muslims facing physical and psychological oppression, as well as suspicion and stereotyping, due to the 'War on Terror'. Long-standing values are often forgotten in times of stress and
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he urged Muslims to eschew both acquiescence and extremism. He appreciated the MCB for
serving as a 'point of coherence', 'a point of articulation' and a 'point of focus' for British Muslims
and their social and religious identity.
The disproportionate attention and negative portrayal of the Muslim community by the media after
7/7 is eroding the confidence of the community and making Muslims, particularly the youth, more
vulnerable. This, in addition to our historic under-achievement in many areas of life and prevailing
prejudice because of racism and Islamophobia, is hampering our progress on social cohesion.
There seems to be a divisive agenda to undermine mainstream Muslim institutions and individuals from certain sections of society and political and media establishments are actively and tirelessly engaged in promoting this hate ridden agenda. Over the last two years we have seen the
mushrooming of groups backed and promoted by political opportunists. I am happy to state that
the more conscious sections of the British society are becoming ever more aware of this divisive
agenda. Recently I was invited as a keynote speaker at the Cambridge University's Institute of
Faith in Society in St. Edmund’s College, where I found the very select and distinguished audience of senior academics both aware and concerned about the aforementioned relentless media
and, on occasion, political onslaughts on our community.
This constant barrage of vilification of Muslims in general, the MCB in particular, has only increased our communities’ interest in the work of the MCB. Alhamdullillah, many more people are
volunteering to help and many more Muslim organisations from across the country are appreciating our role and importance in safeguarding the interests of British Muslims. As a result, more organisations are applying to affiliate and want to play their role in shaping our future from the platform of the MCB. This demonstrates the esteem and affection with which many in our community
value the MCB. I take this opportunity to thank the community for this loving commitment to their
organisation.
Many more friends and partners from various sectors of the British society are seeking us out.
This is in order to build bridges of friendship and construct new edifices of working together in
partnership for a more tolerant, cohesive and equitable society. And some of these I will briefly
touch upon later in my speech today. Let me begin by reporting to you on the major work and initiatives undertaken by the MCB over the past year.

HE Khaled Al Duwaisan Ambassador of Kuwait in the UK with Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari

1. Circle with Young Leaders
My team of Office Bearers and I have been committed to facilitate the growth and development of
young people into leadership roles within the MCB. The MCB’s strength lies in the experience and
wisdom of the diverse first generation of Muslim leaders and the energy and creativity of the
younger generation. In order to smoothly prepare the younger generation for their effective role in
MCB, we have undertaken this initiative with a number of young leaders who have been involved
with MCB for some time. A broad curriculum was devised with the help of Mr Rumman Ahmed
and Dr Jamil Sherif for bi-monthly intensive and interactive study circles. The first session took
place on 3rd of May 08 at the MCB office and I would strongly urge more young Muslims to join in
the work of the MCB and, in due course, take on a leadership role.
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2. 10th Anniversary
The MCB is the largest Muslim umbrella organisation in Britain. Set up in 1997 with the help of all
sections of the community, it has provided leadership and guidance to British Muslims and helped
the wider society in appreciating our value and strength at very critical junctures of our national
and community history. The MCB is an organisation which is led by volunteers and its work is
also carried out by volunteers. Its financial base has unfortunately remained challenging, but the
MCB has remained true and steadfast in its commitment to participation and engagement with
society as a whole and with the Muslim community specifically. Despite the risk of being marginalized, the MCB has not compromised on its principle of honest discourse. Our credibility with the
nation remains high because we have been consistent in our work and in the positions we have
taken, both on domestic as well as international issues.
In order to celebrate the achievements of the past 10 years and move ahead with renewed vigour
in the next decade, a special 10th Year Anniversary Committee was set up under the leadership
of ex-Secretary General, Sir Iqbal Sacranie. This committee organised important events across
the country, culminating with the final event in London in November 2008. The object of the celebrations was to strengthen our connection with the communities and take on board their views
and concerns in formulating Work Plans for the future.
3. Seminars held at MCB Office:
Sister Shenaz Bunglawala, assisted by Dr Jamil Sheriff, ran a series of pre-policy seminars, at the
MCB office, to bring together MCB activists and other well-wishers. This was to encourage everyone to participate in discussion and debate, and consider how Muslims in Britain may take on a
more dynamic and creative role, both nationally and within the Ummah.
4. Mosques and Imams National Advisory Board (MINAB)
True to its ethos and constitutional obligation, the MCB is working closely and in partnership with
three other Muslim organisations to facilitate a process of voluntary self regulation in mosques
and Islamic Institutions. MINAB (Mosques and Imams National Advisory Board) aims to be an
community led independent advisory body which will enable, by agreement, our institutions to improve their standards of governance. It is an important joint initiative in which the MCB is working
with the Al Khoei Foundation, British Muslim Forum and the Muslim Association of Britain. I am
pleased to report that the authors of the draft Constitution and the Standards document are both
closely associated with members of the MCB – Judge Khurshid Drabu and Yasin Rahim. The
MCB work on MINAB is led by Dr Manazir Ahsan and he is assisted by Dr Akber Mohamedali, Dr
Daud Abdullah and Mrs Unaiza Malik. I should like to pay tribute to all those on the Steering Committee of MINAB for remaining united in the pursuit of this important and pioneering initiative.
The MINAB Steering Committee has been engaged in a nationwide consultation process on its
draft Constitution and the Standards document. A number of road shows have been held in various parts of the country and there has been a genuine, positive interest in the aims and objectives of MINAB. During these consultation events, concerns were raised about the claimed independence of the initiative as the initiative has the full support of the government and has sometimes been promoted by some in the government as part of its strategy on the prevention of terrorism. The MCB has made it clear, and so have its three partners, that our places of worship and
such institutions bear no relationship to terrorism. We remain firm in our view that the causes of
terrorism are political and not religious. We remain equally firm in our view that Islam does not
and will not justify the use of violence in the pursuit of political objectives.
5. World Islamic Economic Forum Delegation to Kuwait
The Business and Economics Committee organised a 35-member strong delegation to Kuwait to
attend the World Islamic Economic Forum (WIEF) Conference in Kuwait. This was done under
the leadership of Sir Iqbal Sacranie, who is on in the International Advisory Panel of the Forum.
The delegates bore their own expenses and contributed to the positive image of MCB and the
Muslim community of Britain. This initiative has further strengthened the position of the MCB in
international circles.
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6. Increasing the Volunteer Base of the MCB
MCB is now, Alhamdulilah, attracting more volunteers for its multi-faceted works. During Eid in
the Square and the GPU events, MCB’s presence - through a good number of young volunteers made a clear impact on people’s perception of MCB. We need to keep up this momentum. The
MCB is sometimes overwhelmed with requests for meetings, visits, messages of support and
comments on various press releases etc, and it is now becoming increasingly difficult for our
small office and volunteer team to deal with such an enormous demand on our time. Fortunately
sister Zainab Waliullah, who worked with VSO (Voluntary Services Overseas), has joined MCB as
its Volunteer Coordinator with her huge skills in this area. She is in the process of devising volunteer policies and recruiting relevant volunteers who are now helping in the office.
ONGOING PROJECTS
Leadership Development Programme (LDP)
The Leadership Development Programme has been running for the last 6 years, with the 6th programme being run this Autumn. So far, MCB has graduated around 100 young leaders from diverse backgrounds across the country. Some of them are leading MCB committees and projects,
while others are serving their communities outside of MCB structures with greater dedication and
improved skills. Dr Akber Mohamedali, Br Iqbal Asaria and Aamer Naeem have played an instrumental role in bringing together very competent trainers from both inside and outside the Muslim
community. Br Tahir Alam has also joined the team of trainers. The alumni of the LDP course
have expressed their unequivocal satisfaction with the content and the nature of the programme.
Mosque 100 Capacity Building (M100)
Throughout Muslim history, mosques have been at the hub of the community. Britain is now
blessed with over 1500 mosques, thanks to the admirable contribution of the first generation of
Muslims in the UK. Although most mosques are not purpose built, they are serving the community
with an ever increasing constraint of resources and space. There has been a serious need for capacity building of these mosques, especially regarding the involvement of youth and women. The
publication of MCB’s ‘Voices from the Minaret’ after 7/7 was a crucial first step from the MCB to
start the process of addressing these issues. We are grateful to one of the pioneering British Muslim Charities, Muslim Aid, for their financial support for this project. One hundred mosques from
across the country have been enlisted in this project to help increase the mosques’ internal capacity. The Project Manager, Dr Salman Al-Azami, helped by a Steering Committee led by Dr
Daud Abdullah, organised training events for the mosque participants and has developed a
mechanism to sustain the improved capacity for the future.
Footsteps
This project is about motivating Muslim young people in schools and colleges and also to portray
a positive image about the Muslim community by involving successful Muslim individuals from all
walks of life. It started three years ago and so far has involved many successful Muslim role models as mentors and covered a number of inner city schools and colleges in the country. It is led by
sister Dr Reefat Drabu, Chair of the Social and Family Affairs Committee.
Books for Schools
This initiative started over four years ago and was launched by, the then Education Secretary, Mr
Charles Clarke. It is, as many of you will know, about distributing a package of authentic books,
artefacts, videos, etc, about Islam and the Muslim community in the UK. The aim is that all primary and secondary schools in Britain should have authentic and best resources for learning Islam. Over the years, it was found that the information on Islam in British schools was patchy, and
occasionally distorted. The project attracted sponsors from the Muslim community and some
LEAs. A short promotional video, prepared with the help of some young professionals, is occasionally run on the Islam Channel. The project is directed by Mr Farrukh Hassan, under the supervision of Brother Azhar Sheikh.
Encouraging Political Participation of British Muslims
The MCB, through its Public Affairs Committee currently headed by Saqeb Mueen, has been
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working for full engagement of the Muslim community in the political life of Britain, especially
when it comes to voter registration and voter participation. In the last London Mayoral election,
the MCB worked with Electoral Commission and published and distributed tens of thousands of
leaflets to create awareness on participating in the election and also to warn Londoners about the
dangers of far right presence in the Greater London Assembly (GLA).
The MCB, as a non-partisan body, did not endorse any political party or candidate. The MCB believes that Muslim interest lies in working with all the main political parties.
ONGOING WORK
With my team of Office Bearers, I have continued with the programme of visiting affiliates up and
down the country. However, the MCB has started the publication of its bulletin, Network MCB,
which has been very well received. I believe that there is a lot of goodwill for the MCB and we
must do more to energise and harvest it.
A. Eid in Trafalgar Square and Other Initiatives
The MCB organised and supported a number of successful initiatives over the past year. These
included the ‘Islam is Peace’ campaign, by a group of Muslim professionals, ‘Eid in Square’
event, by MCB with help from the GLA, ‘Darfur Peace Concert’, by Awakening, the launch of
Islam Awareness Week, by Islamic Society of Britain in the British Museum, the Global Peace
and Unity Event, by Islam Channel, and the Muslim News Awards for Excellence. These
were major initiatives undertaken by the Muslim community and attracted both Muslims and nonMuslims alike. They were also helpful in bringing the younger generation into community activities. Sadly, government ministers missed the opportunities to attend some of these events.
B. Relationship with the TUC
In my report last year, I had noted our engagement with trade unions and you may recall the
warm words from the TUC’s General Secretary, Brendan Barber, when he addressed our AGM.
He said, “We need to continue to work together to bust the right wing myths; to counter Islamophobia; and to address the issues, such as lack of affordable housing that lie behind the disillusion with mainstream politics on which parties like the BNP feed. There is still much to do on the political
agenda. But it is the area of workplace rights where there is the greatest scope for joint work”.
I am pleased to report to you that our alliances with trade unions continue, thanks to the leadership of Dr Jamil Sherif, from MCB’s side.
In September last year, the MCB was invited to the TUC Annual Dinner at Brighton. A month
later, thanks to an initiative of Ken Livingstone, a half-day seminar was organised by the Mayor’s
Office, which was attended by members from the MCB and London Unions on the theme
‘Recognising strengths & building partnerships’. Among the participants was the leading Muslim
trade unionist Taj Mohamed, branch secretary in T&GWU (Northern), who has also served as an
elected member of the TUC's General Council.
In November 2007, the MCB made a formal submission to the Commission on Vulnerable Employment, established by Brendan. The Commission has just published its report, ‘Hard Work,
Hidden Lives’, which highlights the plight of two million workers in Britain who are exploited and
often harassed. This struggle for social justice is at the heart of the shared values between ourselves and the trade union movement. The MCB is also grateful to Tariq Wilkinson for preparing
our evidence-based submission to the Commission.
In March this year, there was a pioneering event at the MCB office when six trade unionists and
an equivalent number of mosque representatives spent a day together on a workshop led by the
TUC’s hardworking National Officer, Paul Nowak. A number of practical joint-collaboration projects were identified, which are now being pursued at both a national and regional level. These
include a need to establish further links between trade union representatives and mosques. The
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workshop was on a Friday and our trade union guests were invited to observe the prayers at the
local mosque. For many it had been the first time they had entered a mosque.

Brendan Barber, TUC General Secretary, Ama Uzowuru, Vice President of the National Union of Students,
Cllr. Salma Yaqoob, a member of the MCB's Central Working Committee with Dr Bari at the 2007 AGM

C. Committees of the MCB
Committees are the engines of the MCB. Individuals with talents from the community work with
one of our many committees to keep MCB active in various fields. MCB’s effectiveness as a powerful umbrella body depends on strong committees with a good number of committed members in
each of them. Recruitment of energetic members from diverse communities is thus essential.
Proper functioning of all the committees needs serious investment from us. Committee reports
are enclosed elsewhere in the AGM report.
I started my report with an appraisal of the current challenges that the MCB and Muslim communities in the UK face. However, I would now like to draw your attention to the positive achievements and some areas of common work with the wider society. Amongst the positives, is the diversity of the Muslim community in the UK. It has a very rich cultural, linguistic and historical heritage. The MCB, with its unique advantage of bringing all this diversity together, has the potential
of harnessing the energy of our communities and giving them hope and optimism for the future.
As Secretary General of the Muslim Council of Britain, I feel confident that religion can bring forth
solutions rather than be a problem. The Muslim community, with its root in Islamic teachings, has
many common values to share with our fellow citizens. The teachings of Islam were instrumental
in creating cohesive, peaceful and prosperous, multi-cultural and multi-faith societies in Andalusia, Ottoman Balkans and Mughal India in their inspirational days. Islam retains the same spirit in
encouraging its followers to contribute significantly to a better Britain in these post-modern times.
I strongly believe that our faith can help us in overcoming all the challenges that we face. I will
draw your attention to just a few areas where Muslims can share their religious teachings and values with others, for the good of all in our society.
For example, it is incumbent on Muslims to care for our neighbours, irrespective of faith or belief.
Our beloved Prophet (pbuh) was so insistent on Muslims’ neighbourhood responsibility that his
companions once asked who the neighbours were. He said, ‘forty houses on your right and
forty on your left.’ Initiatives, such as Islam Awareness Week and Open Day events in many
mosques across the country, are geared to create awareness of this point.
What about the universality of family and family values that are weakening under the ever in-
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creasing strain of modern life? Marriage-based family life has been the bedrock of human civilisation. Thus strengthening families and family values could be a wonderful and practical joint endeavour of Muslims and other citizens to bring back some happiness in our life.
Last year’s UNICEF report on children’s happiness is a sad affair for Britain. Putting children at
the heart of family life is the essence of raising them as happy individuals. This will help the society in addressing the issues of delinquency, anti-social behaviour and disrespect for others. Thus
parenting, with the ethos of proper boundaries, is essential. Islam teaches us of parental priority
or sacrifice for children in order for parents to lead by example. This is an area where we all can
work together. Last year, one of Britain’s major charities, the Children’s Society, formed a ‘Good
Childhood Inquiry’ panel to find out how childhood could be made happier. I am honoured to be a
member of this panel. A comprehensive report, as mentioned earlier, will be published later this year.
The sign of a civilised society is how it looks after its weak and vulnerable. While in traditional societies it is essentially an extended family responsibility, the developed societies are dependent
on the state in this area, largely due to the rise of nuclear families. An attitudinal problem towards
the elderly has developed. As a result, many old people are falling through the net and thus suffer
in silence. There is a serious societal flaw in here. The elderly people have wonderful life experiences to share with the younger generations, they can provide loving care to their grandchildren
and help families in economic difficulty as well. In return, they get the company they need and feel
valued. This is an area where Islam and other religions can really play a major role in partnership
with other agencies.
Human beings are multi-dimensional. Their happiness does not necessarily depend on economic
prosperity, power and fame. It depends on good work, charity and of being useful to others. The
concept of Khidmah, or service to human beings, is unique in Islam, and echoed in other religions. The old adage, ‘better to die for others than to live for oneself’ is now understood to be a vital ingredient for contentment in our modern stressful lives. In life, some are more able than others, but those more able have a social responsibility towards the disadvantaged and excluded.
Our small planet has seen unparalleled prosperity, albeit very unequal, in the last century. However, this happened at the cost of massive damage to our environment, thanks to uncontrolled
human greed for profit, power and domination. Gradually, the world has woken up to the frightening reality of an impending catastrophe to the whole human race. Islam teaches us to remain
measured, from individual level to state level, and look after God’s creation. We are entrusted as
vice-regents by Allah (SWT) to keep this planet as Amanah (trust) for our succeeding generations. If we forget this, then we all are lost.
The spiritual void of modern life is creating human misery, to individuals and also causes conflict
and confrontation within societies and amongst nations. The unhappiness and stress, in spite of
being materially wealthy, is leading people to depression, addiction, alcoholism, violence, child
abuse and other social diseases. Fear of, and phobia of others, is damaging communal peace
and harmony. Spirituality based on patience, contentment and reliance on God, both in happiness
and distress, is unique and can give solace to modern life.
Religion, after all, calls for the common good and emphasises the value of life. Take, for example,
the principles of Islamic jurisprudence. These are derived from, amongst others, the necessity of
the public interest. Public interest depends on freedoms, including the freedom of speech, which
entails responsibility and sensitivity towards others, their religious and cultural values and social
norms. Sadly, in recent years we have seen deliberate and crude attempts to vilify our Prophet
(pbuh) in the name freedom of expression. Does this help anyone? How does it improve understanding amongst peoples and nations?
We have a duty to develop and foster a culture of peace and co-build a partnership of goodwill
and generosity. This aims to promote equality of opportunity and access for all in our society. We
should all strive towards a Britain where all are at peace and at ease with one another, and where
our differences are respected and celebrated. We have a duty to make sure all have an equal op-
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portunity to excel and contribute to the common good of our nation. Each individual and every
community has an obligation towards these goals.
In a statement recently issued by a coalition of Muslim organisations, including the MCB, we said
“We urge all fellow British Muslims to reach out and create positive connections with
neighbours and friends. We remind ourselves that with rights comes responsibilities and
that we remain at all times accountable to God for our thoughts as well as deeds.”
Finally, I would re-emphasise our commitment to the common good of Britain, a better Britain. Let
there be no doubt in our minds that we have an obligation to participate and engage. We also
have a responsibility to contribute. Thus we have the obligations of good-neighbourliness, of being concerned for others, to share in their joys, to feel their pains and to provide support and help
wherever we can. This is what our faith requires of us. This is our unilateral and inescapable responsibility. We have a duty to encourage all that is good and discourage all that is harmful. I
quote a verse from the Qur’an:
“Help one another to virtue and God-consciousness and do not help one another to sin
and transgression.” (The Qur’an 5:2)
In conclusion, I want to take this opportunity to thank each and everyone who has contributed to
the work of MCB during this session – the Office Bearers, the Advisors, the Board of Counsellors,
the Committee Chairs, the Staff, and the CWC members. I want to thank all our affiliates, the nonaffiliates with who we have occasionally worked with, our partners, e.g., TUC, Civil Society organisations and Faith Groups. There are some individuals to whom I am very grateful, for they
have worked silently for the MCB. My special thanks to Judge Khurshid Drabu and Dr Jamil Sherif
for their contribution in organising and running the AGM.
The Secretary General's job, especially in the current climate, is a challenging one. I took it as an
amanah from you. You put your trust in one weak man. He now asks you to forgive any failing or
shortcoming on his part.
Thank you all for patiently listening to me.
Wasalaam. Peace to you all.

Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari
Secretary General
The Muslim Council of Britain
8 June 2008
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Advocating Muslim Concerns

MCB Urged Muslims to Face Provocation with Dignity and Wisdom
On 22 June 2007, the Muslim Council of Britain conveyed to government its dismay with the political decision to confer a knighthood to Salman Rushdie, who vilified our beloved Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be upon Him) and caused deep hurt to Muslims everywhere. The Council wrote to its
affiliate mosques and organisations urging that they face the provocation with dignity and wisdom,
and channel their hurt towards positive and peaceful actions.
MCB Statement on Attempted Terrorist Attack on Glasgow Airport
On 3 Jul 2007, the MCB expressed our heartfelt gratitude to all the police officers and security
experts who were tasked with removing the threat from the explosive devices in London and
Glasgow. Its statement condemned those who engage in such murderous actions and that those
that provide support for them are the enemies of all, Muslims and non-Muslims, and they stand
against our shared values in the UK.
MCB Response to Conservative Party Report
In response to the Conservative Party report, ‘An Unquiet World’, the MCB issued a statement on
27 July 2007 declaring it a missed opportunity that failed to address the substantive issues of
community cohesion. The Report, produced by the Conservative National and International Security Policy Group, was adamant in pursuing a McCarthyite track of casting aspersions on our patriotism and commitment to an integrated British Muslim community. Despite its deepest reservations, the MCB affirmed its determination to seek the common good and extend its hand of cooperation to work toward this end.
British Muslims Reject Trial by Media of the Deobandi Movement
On 7 September 2007, the MCB condemned the deliberate attempt by the Times edition of the
same day to besmirch and discredit the Deobandi movement. The MCB statement affirmed ’The
Deobandi movement has been at the forefront of inter faith work in this country to build bridges with other
faiths. It is a matter of deep regret that today’s sensationalist reporting in the Times obscure this fact’.
MCB Welcomes Government Recognition of Faith Schools
On 10 September 2007, the MCB welcomed the Government's 'Faith in the System' document,
which was produced as a result of consultation with faith communities. The Council commended
the document, which brought much needed clarity to faith-based educational provision in England. The document acknowledged the enormous contribution that faith schools make to children's education and in their preparation to become valuable members of society. The MCB also
welcomed the Government's continued commitment to choice and diversity within educational
provision, while upholding parental preferences for different types of schooling.
Violent Attack on UK Imam
On 12 August 2007, the MCB issued a strong statement condemning the violent assault on the
Imam of London’s flagship Islamic Cultural Centre on Friday morning (August 10th). The MCB
urged British Muslim institutions to liaise with their local police to discuss any safety concerns
they may have. It also urged the British media to adopt a more responsible attitude in their reporting to ensure that whole groups and institutions are not unfairly vilified.
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MCB Response to 'Lessons in Hate' Article In Times Newspaper
On 1 November 2007, the Council wrote to the Times editor; ‘Once again your paper asks us to
submit to your divisive rhetoric which drives a wedge between British Muslims and the rest of society.’ The letter read, ‘We cannot readily submit to your demand of 'policing' our affiliated organisations since you fail to offer us a credible evidence-base.’ It concluded, ‘Your paper will do well
to reduce the tension and the breakdown of social cohesion generated by divisive organizations
such as the Policy Exchange. We wonder how such organizations have such sway over your paper, especially as Anthony Browne, a Policy Exchange director has been described by a former
Home Secretary as someone who promotes views 'bordering on fascism'.
MCB on Proposed Anti-Terror Measures
On 14 November 2007, the MCB welcomed measures announced by Prime Minister Gordon
Brown to address public security and protection while ensuring that Britain remains cohesive and
proud of its multi-faith and multicultural composition. Secretary General, Dr Abdul Bari, described
the proposals as ‘sensible’ and, as such, “deserve the support of all sections of our society.” He
said, “We remain unconvinced though of the need to increase the current period for detention of
suspects before trial. We believe that there is compelling evidence which demonstrates that even
the 28 day period has caused wholly unjustified and overlong detention of many persons.”
MCB Responded to Consultation Paper on Inter-Faith Dialogue
In March 2008, the MCB’s Interfaith Relations Committee submitted its response to the Department for Communities and Local Government consultation paper, “Face-To-Face and Side-BySide: A Framework for Inter Faith Dialogue and Social Action.” The response affirmed the MCB’s
vision of a multi-faith, pluralistic Britain, which recognises that people’s cultural and faith identities
are not merely a private matter, but ones that carry public implications. A survey conducted by the
Committee, identified a positive attitude towards inter faith dialogue both in the desire to engage
and also in the range of settings that offer opportunities for this engagement

Committee Reports
Business and Economics Committee (BEC)
Chair: Iqbal Khan

Vice-Chair: Farouq Sheikh

Secretary: Tariq Hameed

Main Achievements
Effective Negotiation Skills Course II – October 2007:
♦
Following the highly successful Effective Negotiation Skills Course held in March 2007, the
Business and Economics Committee (BEC) – led by Navshir Jaffer – repeated the course at
the Corus Hotel, London. Delegates were trained by Shahzad Bhatti of the SAB Negotiation
Group and Director at Khazanah Nasional, Malaysia. Participants included doctors, finance
professionals, academics, students, entrepreneurs and community workers. The previous
day, Shahzad delivered a bespoke follow-up course for those delegates who attended the
first negotiation skills course.
Sukuk Consultation:
♦
Pursuing its objective to make the UK a centre for excellence in Islamic finance, the UK
Government continues to actively consult on the issuance of a sovereign Sukuk – a Shariah
-compliant debt certificate with the economic characteristics of a bond. Drawing upon the
collective expertise of the BEC, several responses were made to the Government covering
issues from pricing, structuring of underlying assets, the creation of retail products relying
on such instruments and - more importantly - the use of the Sukuk proceeds by the Government.
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World Islamic Economic Forum (WIEF):
♦
Since the inception of the World Islamic Economic Forum four years ago, the BEC has been
sending a delegation of British professionals to every forum – held in Malaysia in 2004 and
2005, Pakistan in 2006 and again Malaysia in 2007. Sir Iqbal Sacranie, former Secretary
General of the MCB¸ is a member of the international advisory panel and leads the delegation from Britain. This year, the fourth World Islamic Economic Forum was held in Kuwait
City. A steering committee of the BEC, including Sir Iqbal Sacranie, Navshir Jaffer, Tariq
Hameed, Atia Riaz and Sher Khan, composed a delegation of 36 professionals, including
bankers, lawyers, accountants, a Shariah scholar, community workers and students. The
delegation participated in the conference proceedings and attended a reception held by the
British Embassy. British delegates networked with their counterparts who originated from a
variety of Muslim countries and promoted the skills and expertise that they acquired in Britain for the benefit of the Ummah. A 44 page, full-colour brochure was produced to promote
the delegates and their objectives whilst in Kuwait.

MCB Delegates in Kuwait

Chaplaincy Committee
Chair: Dr Shuja Shafi

Vice-Chair: Khurshid Drabu Secretary: Chowdhury Mueenuddin

Main Achievements
Muslim Spiritual Care Provision in the NHS Project:
♦
This project is now in its third year. It is a joint project between the MCB and Department of
Health, centrally funded to support the provision of Muslim spiritual care in the NHS. Its
main activities include; Support NHS Trusts in the provision of Muslim spiritual care, identify
gaps and encourage remedial action, advice and support in the design and planning of Multi
-faith Spiritual care centres & attendance at the opening/inauguration of new/refurbished
Multi-faith Centres in Acute Trusts, and the distribution of copies of the Holy Qur’an. The
project successfully organised two distribution rounds of the Qur’an and Seerah books to
more than 400 hospitals, thanks to the generous help of the Islamic Foundation [In total, the
Foundation’s donation in book and postage costs amounts to £20,000.00]. All the recipient
Hospitals expressed appreciation of the effort by letter or email.
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4 day Residential Training for Muslim Healthcare Chaplains

Residential Training Course for Aspiring Muslim Chaplains:
♦
In its second year, this course has now become a regular feature. Lecturers included –
senior Muslim Chaplains in the NHS, scholars and representatives from the Department of
Health, and the Secretary General of the MCB. Set in the pleasant surroundings of
Branchet Lodge, Gilwell Park, Chingford in Essex, this 3-day residential course (28th April
to 1st May 2008) proved to be very popular and was attended by 22 current or aspiring
Muslim Chaplains. Certificates of attendance were distributed to participants of the course.
Armed Forces:
♦
Judge Khurshid Drabu provided advice and support to the Armed Forces on matters relating
to Muslim spiritual care during the year. MCB’s suggested Terms of Reference for the Muslim Civilian Chaplain, prepared by Khurshid Drabu, was recently submitted to the MoD.

Judge Khurshid Drabu at RAF Board Dinner
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Education Committee
Chair: Tahir Alam

Vice-Chair: Hasan Hoque

Secretary: Yusuf Hussain

Main Achievements
Promoting greater Muslim participation in the education sector:
♦
The Education Committee has continued to promote greater and more effective participation in education, particularly through school governance and the teaching profession. A number of seminars and
promotional opportunities at conferences and community events across the country have been used
to project this message. In addition, the Education Committee has also facilitated regular networking
meetings for specialist Muslim education focused organisations, to promote greater cooperation,
which would make serving the educational needs of the Muslim community more effective. These
were very useful meetings and will be continued on a regular basis to promote shared aims and objectives. The 3,000 copies of the MCB Guidance document ‘Meeting the needs of Muslim pupils in state
schools’ have now sold out. We are in the process of placing a further order of 3,000 copies, for which
funding has been secured and there are currently 1,000 copies on order from different local authorities.

Mr Tahir Alam speaking at the launch of “Meeting the Needs of Muslim Pupils in State Schools”

Advice on educational issues:
Throughout the year we have responded to numerous queries and requests for advice and information
on educational matters affecting Muslim students in schools, colleges and universities. These, in the
main, have been from Muslim parents, teachers, governors and students, but we also have had a
range of enquiries from schools and Local Authorities on a wide range of issues, e.g., sex education,
collective worship, admissions, swimming, changing for physical education, school uniform, prayer
facilities, Islamophobic bullying and religious discrimination.

♦

Media:
♦
We have responded to numerous requests for comments and interviews by various media;
national and international, including television, radio, newspapers and magazines. The subject matter of these media interviews has, in general, focused on educational issues such
as underachievement of Muslim pupils, meeting the religious needs of Muslim pupils, establishment and state funding of Muslim faith schools and community cohesion and integration.
Participation in Events and Consultations:
Members of the Education Committee also participated in a number events and consultations including
i.
‘Faith in the System’ - a DCSF document developed in consultation with all faith communities on the position of faith schools within the education system.
ii.
‘Review of ESOL provision’ - a consultation carried out by the Department for Innovation
Universities and Skills (DIUS).
iii.
‘Development of Physical Education’ was a document produced by a local authority in Birmingham on meeting the needs of their Muslim pupils,
iv.
The Committee also met with the DCSF Community Cohesion Unit to discuss and exchange views
and ideas as to how the community cohesion agenda could be furthered through education.
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v.
vi.
vii.
viii.

Executive membership of the Religious Education Council for England and Wales was
gained.
Steering group for the Minority Ethnic Achievement Project (MEAP) - This is a DCSF initiative looking into addressing the under-achievement of Muslim pupils;
DCSF (Department for Children and Schools and Families) – a steering committee to review circular 1/94 Religious Education guidance;
Advisory group (SDSA) for developing citizenship resources from a Muslim perspective.

Europe and International Affairs Committee (E&IAC)
Chair: Iqbal Sacranie

Vice-Chair: Daud Abdullah

Secretary: Shenaz Bunglawala

The E&IAC has worked to realise the strategic objectives of the MCB, both in Europe and the
wider international community - particularly the Islamic world. Toward the this end of this year,
representatives from the Committee, as well as the Secretary General, have attended a number
of bilateral meetings and international conferences. During the last term the E&IAC, strategic ties
were consolidated with a number of Inter-Governmental Organizations (IGO’s), as well as NonGovernmental Organizations (NGO’s). These included the European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC), the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) and the Muslim
World League (MWL).

Dr Daud Abdullah addressing at a conference in Indonesia

Meetings attended by EIAC members since last CWC:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Meeting with the Party of European Socialists, Gary Titley MEP presiding,
Meeting former Sudanese PM, Sadiq Al Mahdi,
FCO briefing on Gaza,
FCO briefings on the Middle East and North Africa,
FCO briefings on Iraq and Afghanistan,
Sarah Thoms, DFID BME media outreach team,
Meeting with the Danish Ambassador following the re-print of caricatures after the foiling of
a plot involving one of the cartoonists,
Collaboration with Global Day for Darfur with Crisis Action.
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3. Receptions:
♦
♦
♦
♦

Kashmir World Freedom Movement reception and seminar,
Brunei High Commission, Secrets of the River Exhibition,
Britain-Palestine All Party parliamentary group annual reception,
Iran National Day reception.

4. Meetings abroad
♦
Committee chair attended the WIEF conference in Kuwait,
♦
UN Conference on Palestine, Paris 29 April 2008, Dr Abdullah gave a presentation at the
conference,
♦
Global minorities Meet from 6-9 March 2008 in New Delhi. Dr Abdullah gave a presentation
and signed the declaration (see appendix 1),
♦
A six member MCB delegation visited the Islamic Republic of Iran from 24-29 May as
guests of the Islamic Cultural Relations Organization in Tehran.
5. Other activities:
♦
Dr Abdul-Jalil Sajid attended a number of meetings of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE),
♦
Arab League Darfur initiative – MCB signed a joint letter to the Arab League along with several British based Islamic and human rights organisations.

Food Standards Committee
Chair: Dr Shuja Shafi

Vice-Chair: Chowdhury Mueenuddin

Secretary: Tariq Surty

Main Achievements
Participated in a Religious Slaughter Seminar on 24th July 2007 at the Islamic Foundation in
Leicester. Speakers included Professor Joe Regenstein from Cornell University, Professor from
Al-Azhar, Dr Mohan Raj from University of Bristol and Dr Shuja Shafi from the MCB.
Slaughterhouse visits: Prof Regenstein and Shuja Shafi visited two slaughterhouses in Birmingham on 25th July 2007 to witness and obtain first hand information about religious slaughter carried out without any form of stunning.
Preparing a FACT SHEET relating to Religious Slaughter:
♦
Having established a close working relationship with Prof Regenstein, we have now succeeded in bringing together an international group of experts from the US, the UK, Bangladesh and Israel to draft a Factsheet on aspects of Religious Slaughter. It is hoped that an
agreed draft will be available soon to seek support from a wide range of international scientific community and religious scholars (Imams and Rabbis).
Muslim Organisations Working Group:
♦
Attendance and active participation at the Muslim Organisations Working Group of the Food
Standards Agency. Dr Shuja Shafi drafted the Halal Code of Practice on behalf of the
Working Group, which has been circulated to members of the Working Group. It is proposed to be distributed for wider consultation within the community and amongst MCB affiliates.
Media:
♦
Shuja Shafi participated in a discussion on Religious Slaughter on Press TV and BBC Radio
5 Live.
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Health and Medical Committee
Chair: Dr Abdullah Shehu

Vice-Chair: Dr Alamara Khan

Secretary: Dr Junaid Patel

Main Achievements
♦
Some of our members have been regularly participating in the Health Show programme on
the Islam Channel, which has attracted a lot of interest from the community. Thank you to
all those involved and thanks to the Islam Channel for continuing to support such an educational programme for our communities.
♦

The Health and Medical committee, represented by Dr. A Shehu, Dr S Shafi and Dr Alamara Khan, visited the Department of Health earlier this year and met the Head of the
Equality and Diversity section where a number of issues related to the health of Muslim
communities and the wider community was raised. We are planning to meet the Health
Secretary in the near future.

♦

We recently held discussions around the House of Commons vote on hybrid fertilisation of
embryo use for medical research which was condemned by MCB in addition to other religious groups in the country

♦

NICE (National Institute for Clinical Excellence) has accepted the names of some MCB
health committee members and they will be included, as its advisors, on certain issues.

♦

This year’s Hajj delegation was attended by Dr Shuja Shafi, who also carried out various
other activities in order to conduct his research on the health aspects of the Hajjis.

The “Study Group” on Health at Hajj and Umrah; and Field work at Mina during Hajj (Right)

Inter Faith Relations Committee
Chair: Ibrahim Mogra

Vice-Chair: Abbas Isma`il

Secretary: Mary Barber

Main Achievements
♦
In early December - Shaykh Ibrahim was interviewed by numerous national and local radio
stations following the release of Gillian Gibbons and the teddy bear story.
♦

24 January - Tahir Alam attended the HE Chaplains Conference, entitled ‘Talking Peace:
Managing Inter-faith Tensions on University Campus’.

♦

11 March - Ibrahim Mogra attended a meeting with Tony Blair’s Faith Foundation, to explore
MCB engagement with the Foundation.

♦

15 March – Ibrahim Mogra was involved in a public discussion about Jesus in Islam at
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Edbgaston cricket ground, organised by the Evangelical Alliance. Professor Gary Habermas, from Liberty University, Virginia USA, presented “Jesus in Christianity” and Ibrahim
Mogra presented “Jesus in Islam”.
♦

17 March – Ibrahim Mogra attended a conference on understanding root causes of extremism and challenging the process of radicalisation. The conference was entitled “Deradicalisation and Re-integration”. This was held at the Lancashire Digital Technology Centre and was organised by Voice Pennine Group. Other speakers included Jonathan Freeman, from the CLG.

♦

29 April – Sh Ibrahim participated in interviews on Radio 4, 5 Live, and the Asian Network
on the issue of violence perpetrated against apostates.

♦

7 May – Sh. Ibrahim, Mary Barber and Dr Manazir Ahsan attended a one day seminar at the
Markfield Conference Centre, entitled “Prophet Muhammad: A Mercy to Mankind”. This
was run jointly by The Global Program for Introducing the Prophet of Mercy (a da`wah organisation from Saudi Arabia) and the Islamic Foundation.

♦

22 – 25 May - Sh. Ibrahim, Imam Abdul-Jalil Sajid and Mamoun Mubayed attended a conference in Rovereto, Italy. Some 250 participants from 35 countries, and members of 11
different religions, met at the invitation of the Opera Campana dei Caduti / Peace Bell Foundation and of Religions for Peace / Europe, and under the patronage of the Council of
Europe. They addressed the issue of ‘Shared Values for a Changing Europe: Contributions of Cultures and Religions’, as part of the 2008 European Union Year of Inter-cultural Dialogue.

Shafiq Alim, Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra, Prof Elizabeth Howlette JP, Dr M Farrukh Huassain, Saleem
Ullah Sheikh and Mr Mohammed Shuaib Sheikh at an event organised by BMA of Merton

In late 2007 the CLG produced a document called “Face to Face and Side by Side: A Framework
for Inter-faith Dialogue and Social Action”. The Inter-faith Relations Committee responded to this
paper on behalf of MCB. Questionnaires were sent out to affiliates, responses collated and a final
response formulated and sent to the CLG in early March.
Main Challenges
The Inter-faith relations committee needs to precisely determine the roles of this committee and
draw up terms of reference as well as attempting to recruit additional members.
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Legal Affairs Committee (LAC)
Chair: Khalid Sofi

Vice-Chair: Abdurahman Jafar

Secretary: Shakila Bokhari

Main Achievements
♦

The Legal Affairs Committee met regularly during the year. The committee provided suggestions/assistance to the office bearers on various issues and accompanied SG and other
office bearers to various meetings. The committee members, as usual, provided advice/
assistance to various members of the public and affiliate organisations. The committee
members also attended media interviews on behalf of the MCB.

♦

Khalid Sofi, chair of the Committee, participated in the charity law association’s public benefit conference. He was the member of the working group on advancement of religion.
The committee has attracted a number of new members and has completed work on setting
up of the MCB legal network. The network will encourage legal professionals to associate
with the MCB without the need of being members of any committee.

♦

♦

The committee submitted a report to the Discrimination Law review consultation and participated in consultation conferences organised in this regard.

♦

The LAC prepared and submitted a response to the government’s anti-terror bill. This can
be viewed on the MCB website. http://www.mcb.org.uk/article_detail.php?article=features124

♦

The LAC co-ordinated with other human rights organisations to lobby against some proposed provisions in the anti-terror bill, particularly the 42 day extension.

♦

Khalid Sofi spoke at the Westminster Briefing Conference, organised by House Magazine
(House of Commons Magazine, titled the EHRC and the future for diversity, equality and
human rights).

♦

The LAC assisted the MCB Secretary-General in preparing a response to the proposed
Charity Commission guidelines on terrorist financing.

♦

Khurshid Drabu and Khalid Sofi gave presentations on legislation affecting Muslim Community as part of Mosque’s committees capacity building project.

London Affairs Committee
Chair: Harun Rashid Khan

Secretary: Muhammad Amin

Main Achievements

Eid in the Square 2007:
♦
The London Affairs Committee organised a hugely successful event on Sat 20th October
2007 in Trafalgar Square. The event, now in its second year, was jointly organised with the
office of the Mayor of London. Approximately 30,000 people attended throughout the day,
with mainstream media coverage (ITV London) and by the Islam Channel. The Islam Channel also followed up with an interview with the Committee Chair - Harun Khan – on its
‘Politics & Media’ show. The cost of the entire event was covered by the income generated
via sales and sponsorship. NB: We have received provisional support from the new Mayor
Boris Johnson for this year’s Eid in the Square. The proposed date is 11 Oct 2008.
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Enthusiastic crowd in the “Eid in the Square” event

Trade Unions:
♦
The Chair attended a number of meetings, hosted by the GLA, aimed at furthering the partnership work with trade unions. A joint declaration between the Unions and Muslim organisations was followed by a joint conference in City Hall.
Other Committee Activities:
♦
The Chair attended a number of meetings on behalf of the Committee including; Iftar reception by the Tower Hamlets Council of Mosques (28 Sep 07), Iftar reception with MCB Secretary General hosted by Turkish Islamic community from North London (06 Oct 07) and a
number of Community Consultative meetings at New Scotland Yard, following the car bomb
plots in central London and Glasgow.
Main Challenges
The London Affairs committee is actively seeking to widen the ethnic and geographical representation of the committee and has successfully recruited 5 new members. At present, we have Bengali, Pakistani and Turkish faces on the committee – but recognise the need to recruit from other
communities and more women.

Media Committee
Chair: Dr Abdul Bari

Vice-Chair: Inayat Bunglawala

Secretary: Tufael Ahmed

Main Achievements

Meetings with Journalists:
♦
In 2007/2008, members of the MCB media committee met with senior journalists from The
Times, The Guardian, The Economist, New Statesman, The Spectator, Daily Telegraph and
the BBC. The Committee continues to seek out opportunities to put across the MCB’s case
for more balanced reporting.
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MCB Advert:
♦
An MCB promotional advert, for broadcast on Islam Channel etc, has been in preparation
and an early version was broadcast at the Eid in the Square gathering in London. The advert has now been finalised and should be available for screening at the AGM.
Press Releases:
♦
Thirty-five MCB press releases have been issued since the 2007 AGM on issues including;
Urging British Muslims to register to vote, Foreign Secretary David Miliband’s selective remarks on
the mass killings in Gaza, Archbishop of Canterbury’s remarks on Shari’ah, Refusal to grant Shaykh
Qaradawi a visa to the UK, Bugging of Sadiq Khan MP and Bishop Nazir-Ali’s remarks about ‘no-go’
areas, etc. All the press releases are archived and can be viewed on the MCB website.
Letters to the Media:
♦
Thirteen letters were sent to various publications, including The Guardian, Evening Standard, BBC News website, Daily Telegraph, Daily Mail and the Jewish Chronicle on a number of issues. All our letters have been archived and can be viewed on the MCB website.
Main Challenge
The work of the MCB media committee continues to be hampered by the lack of full-time
workers and committed volunteers.

Membership Committee
Chair: Azad Ali

Vice-Chair: Naseem Rana

Secretary: Imran Hamid

Main Achievements
♦

The 2007 MCB Ramadan Masjid collection, over 25 prominent London Masajids were approached
and Taraweeh collections organised. The amount of money collected totalled approximately £10,000.

♦

40 new MCB affiliate organisations were successfully processed. This process includes follow-up dispatching of invoices to all affiliates and ensuring affiliate fee payment is received.

♦

The Committee contacted and discussed various concerns raised by affiliates and, in many
instances, allayed fears and brought about a positive impression of the MCB.

♦

Preparation, collation and completion of the national affiliate audit. As a result two national
affiliates changed their status from National to Other. In conjunction with this, the Membership Committee undertook a thorough revision of the affiliate list and their corresponding web-links
on the MCB website. All affiliates with websites can now be accessed directly from the MCB website.

♦

The membership committee has played an active role in various MCB office-bearer visits to
Mosques and community events, raising awareness of the MCB, helping remove misconceptions, highlighting its democratic and inclusive nature, and also collecting donations.
Such opportunities were also used to distribute affiliate packs.

♦

2008 saw a significant enhancement of the MCB email list, with 750 new community organisations, charities, Mosques and individuals now receiving MCB press releases and e-circulars.

♦

In association with the MCB Public Affairs committee, the Membership committee organised
the release of the first issue of the affiliate newsletter, Network MCB, in September 2007.
This quarterly bulletin comprises of committee updates, affiliate features and community
news. It is available online and will be sent by email and post to all affiliates. It is an essential mode of communication with the MCB support base. Plans are in place to extend the
circulation of the newsletter to the wider community.
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Main Challenges
♦

We need to formulate a strategy and schemes to attract historically critical organisations to
affiliate to the MCB. This must include the use of its current affiliates as many have the right
level of access to explain what the MCB does and how they can help.

♦

We need to build stronger links and alliances within the Muslim business fraternity and improve public relations amongst the wider UK Muslim grass-roots.

Mosque and Community Affairs Committee
Chair: Dr Manazir Ahsan

Vice-Chair: Mawlana Qari Ismail

Secretary: Farooq Mulla

Main Achievements
♦

This report covers the period from June 2007 to May 2008. The main feature of activities
during the period has been to continue the Imam, Ulama and community leaders conferences and offer full support and leadership to create awareness about MINAB and make
the consultation process about its draft Constitution and Standards a success.

♦

In 2007, four capacity building conferences were held in London, Bradford, Preston and Birmingham. The fourth conference was held at the Sparkbrook Islamic centre in Birmingham,
on 24 June, and was attended by over 200 Imams, Ulama and senior members of Mosque
management Committees. Under the chairmanship of Manazir Ahsan, the main presentations were made by Dr Abdul Bari, Iqbal Sacranie, Khalid Sofi and Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra.

♦

Three committee meetings were held in the past year. The major topic was to look at the
success of the capacity building conferences in 2007 and plan for a further eight programmes in the north, south and Midlands. Unfortunately, because of lack of resources,
these programmes could not take place. However the committee did help in the implementation of the Mosque 100 capacity building programme run by MCB, in which the chair Dr.
Manazir Ahsan and Farooq Mulla, the secretary of the Mosque and Community Affairs committee, played leading roles.

Mosques and Imams Advisory Board (MINAB)
The bulk of the work in the past year has been centred around Mosques and Imams Advisory Board(MINAB) and the launch of its draft Constitution and Standards under the chairmanship of MCB on 29 November 2007, at the Muslim Cultural Heritage Centre in London.
Over 200 representatives from different Muslim organisations, media, DCLG, Muslim and
European embassies attended.

♦

Judge Khurshid Drabu speaking at the launch of MINAB Constitution and Standards under MCB chairmanship
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More than ten consultation meetings to receive suggestions and comments to the draft documents at grass roots level have taken place around the country – in Birmingham, London (3)
Manchester, Leicester (3) Glasgow, Cardiff and Bradford. The first two functions in London and
Birmingham were organised by MCB. Representatives from Mosques, Darul Ulooms, youth,
women and community organisations participated in each event and gave their valuable suggestions on how to make MINAB more representative and also how to give proper attention to the
involvement of youth and women. The chair of the Mosque Committee, as well as members of
the MINAB Steering Committee and Ulama from MCB (Dr Akber Mohamedali, Dr Daud Abdullah,
Qari Ismail, Farooq Mulla and Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra), participated in the consultation programmes along with the large contingent from the Shia community and members of MAB and
BMF. Suggestions and comments received in the various cities are being collated and are being
looked into with the seriousness that they deserve. The main point that has emerged is that MINAB needs wider representation from those groups and stakeholders that are not directly represented in MINAB.
Over the last year at least 20 meetings of the MINAB Steering Committee have taken place, under the rotating chairmanship of MCB, Al-Khoei, MAB and BMF.
Preparations are in an advanced stage to have a second retreat, in late July or early August, to
finalise the constitution and standards. If everything goes according to plan, the final launch of
MINAB could take place sometime in November.
£40,000 has been collected from the 4 founding member organisations of MINAB and a project
funding of £75,000 was received from the CLG for the consultation and road shows in different cities.
So far the work of MINAB is voluntarily done by the members of the Steering Group representing
the four founding organisations (MCB, MAB, BMF and Al Khoei Foundation) and their premises
are frequently used for meetings and coordination. Soon, MINAB will need its own rented premises and some paid staff to continue the future work and maintain its independence.

Public Affairs Committee (PAC)
Chair: Saqeb Mueen

Secretary: Talat Ahmed

Main Achievements
♦

Fringe meeting at the Labour Party Conference on 26th September 2007. The meeting
heard from Competitiveness Minister, Stephen Timms MP, and Government Whip, Sadiq
Khan MP, as well as from Rushanara Ali, Associate Director at the Young Foundation, Frances
O’Grady, Deputy TUC General Secretary and Muhammad Abdul Bari, Secretary General of the MCB.

♦

PAC worked with London Citizen’s, a diverse alliance of active citizens and community
leaders. The PAC helped raise awareness and sent members to attend their 'The Citizens
Agenda for London' event, a special Assembly that posed questions to the main London
Mayoral candidates on Wednesday 9th May 2008.

♦

Meeting with members of the Conservative Party took place on Monday 4th February 2008.
This included Baroness Pauline Neville-Jones, Baroness Sayeeda Warsi, Dominic Grieve
MP, and Paul Goodman MP. We achieved the objective of the agreement and willingness
to work together and build momentum going forward in our working relations.

♦

A resource website was created, providing information to the Muslim community on how to
register to vote: www.mcb.org.uk/vote2008.

♦

Electoral Commission – the MCB issued a joint letter with the Electoral Commission encour-
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aging Muslim communities to vote. These letters and leaflets were distributed to Affiliates
and Mosques across the country.
♦

Adverts were broadcasted via the Islam Channel and ARY Digital, reminding people to vote.

Rushanara Ali, Labour Candidate for Bethnal Green and Bow, Sadiq Khan MP with Dr Bari at MCB fringe meeting at
Labour party conference

Main Challenge
For the mainstream political parties to consistently include MCB/PAC in all major consultations on
public policy.

Research & Documentation Committee
Chair: Zahid Parvez

Secretary: Dr Jamil Sherif

Main Achievements
Survey work:
♦
A community survey was prepared after consultation with the Central Working Committee
and issued in September-October 2007. It included a question to establish views on MCB
policy relating to the Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD). The questionnaire was sent to all affiliates (about 100 responses) and responses were also obtained directly from individuals in
the community at events, such as Eid in the Square and the Global Unity Conference (about
300 responses). The HMD findings were presented to the Central Working Committee in
December 2007. The survey also asked respondents on the priorities for MCB’s future
work. The top issues that emerged were (in order of frequency):
(i) more steps to establish further coordination and unity within Muslim communities in
Britain and promote “collaborative working” (no change from 1995);
(ii) improved political engagement and lobby work, ensuring Muslim representation
and participation in national and local bodies and policy networks (no change);
(iii) improved contacts with the media, improving the public image of Muslims and
taking steps to ‘mainstream’ Islam (no change);
(iv) ensuring mosque, madrasa and dar-al-uloom independence, strengthening
mosques and making them more inclusive
(v) addressing problems of youth unemployment, educational underachievement and
socio-economic deprivation (no change)
(vi) campaigning on human rights, anti-terrorism legislation, discrimination.
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Support for other MCB committees:
♦
Support was provided to the MCB’s Inter-faith Committee so that the MCB response to the
Government consultation paper ‘'Face-to-Face and Side-by-Side - a framework for inter
faith dialogue and social action” could be evidence-based. About 50 affiliates participated in
the survey.
Response to TUC Consultation:
♦
Support was provided to the MCB in responding to the Consultation conducted by the
TUC’s Commission on Vulnerable Workers. Tariq Wilkinson conducted a limited survey and
drafted the response.
Seminars held at the MCB Office:
♦
Shenaz Bunglawala served as a very able coordinator of three seminars held at the MCB
office with the following speakers:
(i) Mr Brian Pearce, Director of the Interfaith Network, on ‘What is Britishness?’ with
Abdool Karim Vakil as rapporteur (12 July 2007);
(ii) Professor Linda Woodhead, Programme Director of the Religion and Society Re
search Programme, on ‘The role, relevance and contribution of religion to British society today’, with Atif Imtiaz as rapporteur (10 September 2007);
(iii) Dr Michael O’Boy, Diocese of Westminster, on ‘Mainstreaming a Minority: a
Catholic Narrative’, with David Tyrer as rapporteur (24 October 2007).
The aim of these ‘pre-policy’ seminars was to bring together MCB activists and other wellwishers, to participate in discussion and debate and consider how Muslims in Britain may take on
a dynamic and creative role, nationally and within the Ummah.
Census 2011:
♦
ReDoc, which serves as the MCB’s point of contact on matters relating to the Census, has
attended regular consultation meetings with the Office for National Statistics (ONS). In cooperation with other faith groups, the MCB is lobbying for the retention of the question regarding religion, unchanged in the 2011 Census.
Scholarship:
♦
ReDoc also serves as the MCB’s point of contact on academic research. It raises modest
funds to part-support PhD studentships on topics of strategic importance to community development. The current recipient, Tariq Wilkinson, is investigating the question ‘How can
the National Curriculum for History Help Muslim Boys Succeed?’ The past and present financial support received from the Rangoonwala Foundation is acknowledged, as well as
donations received from individuals.
Miscellaneous:
♦
The MCB is often requested by researchers and funding agencies to comment on research
proposals. These are passed to ReDoc for follow-up. Proposals assessed this year include
submissions relating to the ‘religious penalty’ faced by Muslims in the labour market, a critical evaluation of terrorism legislation and the impact on Muslim communities, and a statistical study drawing on a dataset of 50,000 Muslim households from the 2001 Census to explore factors affecting female unemployment.
Main Challenge
ReDoc is one of the mandatory committees of the MCB and, though it has been able to provide a
level of support, there is much work to be done. The challenge now lies in reconstituting a programme of formal committee meetings and rebuilding its membership. The above account provides a flavour of its work and activities, and interested volunteers should email
admin@mcb.org.uk
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Social and Family Affairs Committee (SAFA)
Chair: Reefat Drabu

Vice-Chair: Suzanne Shaheen

Secretary: Jasmine Ansari

Main Achievements
♦

The SAFA committee continues to run the Footsteps Project, even though there has been
no funding. MCB was able to visit Carlton Bolling College, Bradford, in October 2007. The
visit was well received with one of our role models being Sayeeda Warsi, who had, at that
time, recently been appointed as Shadow Minister for community cohesion. More recently
the project has had a dedicated volunteer and it is hoped that next year the project will be
able to organise more visits to schools.

♦

The SAFA committee continues to battle against the perception that forced marriages and
honour killings are rooted in Islam. The challenge has been to accept that the majority of
cases seem to occur in Muslim families, yet are cultural practices not sanctioned by Islam.
In January 2008 we responded to the government consultation on Forced Marriage (Civil
Protection) Act 2007.

♦

Members of SAFA also appeared in the media to discuss honour killings, including an October 2007 debate on honour killings on Radio 4’s File on Four and a May 2008 discussion on
Press TV.

♦

Members of SAFA took part in a January 2008 discussion on Radio 4’s ‘Woman’s Hour’, a
show about empowering women to tackle terrorism.

Youth and Sports Committee
Chair: Mujibul Islam

Secretary: Syed Chowdhury

Main Achievements
The Youth Committee had several meetings with the National Youth Agency, FOSIS, Muslim
Scout Fellowship and the Muslim Youth Skills organisation, to seek out partnerships that will bring
mutual benefit to the British Muslims and the wider community.

Project Reports
Muslim Spiritual Care Provision in the NHS Project
MSCP in the NHS achieved almost all of the objectives set in the Service Level Agreement (SLA)
by the Department of Health, who fund the project. This includes creating awareness and understanding about the need, establishing contact with aspiring chaplains, training them and negotiating with the Trusts to create jobs where necessary.
The director attended all meetings of the Multi Faith Group for Health Care Chaplaincy (MFGHC),
prepared guidance documents for Muslim Spiritual Care Provision in the health service and Authorisation Process, responded to queries regarding healthcare chaplaincy matters and met trainees, students and aspiring Muslim Chaplains.
Round Table on Infection Control and Dress-Code
On the issue of infection control and unease about Alcohol Gel and ‘Bare below elbow’ policy, the
project organised a Round Table discussion between senior NHS officials, Muslim Chaplains and scholars. It
took place at the Wellington House and was co-sponsored by Prof. Brian Duerden, the Inspector of Infection
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Control of the DH. The discussion was chaired by Dr. Shuja Shafi, Chair of our project and attended among
others by the Chief Nursing Officer (CNO).

Prof. Christine Beasley, CNO and Dr Brian Duerden, Head of Infection control of the Department of Health with Dr Shuja Shafi
and Chaudhary Mueen Uddin at the round table

During the session the director attended a meeting held between the leaders of the Project Advisory Committee and Anna Walker, the Chief Executive of the Healthcare Commission, to discuss
ways of furthering the project objectives.
The director helped 3 hospitals, (Whittington, Greenwich and Royal Free) with their Muslim chaplain recruitment process, including drafting advertisements, job descriptions and person specifications, taking part in the interviews as well as accepting the trusts request to act as an accountability point.
A briefing note on Ramadhan fasting during stay in hospitals was also circulated to all hospital chaplaincy
teams. As the project regularly receives requests from chaplains for Islamic reading materials, and based on
our success of distribution of Qur’an during last session, we negotiated with the Islamic Foundation for free
distribution of a series of four books on the life of the Prophet Muhammad. This second round of distribution
to 400 hospitals took place in June 2007. Again, we received scores of warm and appreciative letters, along
with requests for more copies from chaplaincy teams. It should be noted that the total costs in terms of the
price of books, postages and packing for both distribution rounds was £20,000.00, which was raised by the
project itself. The Islamic Foundation deserves our thanks for this generous contribution.

Capacity Building of Mosques & Islamic Organisations (M100)
Project Manager: Dr Salman al-Azami
The Capacity Building of Mosques and Islamic organisations project, funded by Muslim Aid, has
progressed well in the last year and is expected to be completed by September 2008. Targeting
100 medium sized Mosques and Muslim organisations from across the country, its aim is to equip
the organisations with the necessary skills and knowledge to enable them to function more efficiently; provide information on funds and resources available and offer training on how to compete successfully for resource grants. It is hoped that the capacity building project will create 21st
century Muslim organisations with the ability to deliver services to local communities and prepare
them to take on auxiliary roles in local and regional networks.
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The project is led by a seven member steering committee, headed by MCB Deputy Secretary General Dr
Daud Abdullah. It holds quarterly meetings where the progress of the project is monitored. From time to time,
the Project Manager consults with the Chair of the committee and other members to make urgent decisions.
MCB has appointed Oak Community Development, a professional Muslim training consultancy
firm with experience of working with Islamic organisations, to provide training and mentoring to
the participating organisations. Recently, MCB has appointed the Faith Regen Foundation to provide special fundraising mentoring to selected organisations.
So far, training workshops have been held at London, Luton, Birmingham, Coventry, Manchester
and Bolton. More training workshops are being organised in the Lancashire and West Yorkshire
regions. So far, more than 100 organisations have signed up for the project and among them,
around 65 to 70 organisations have received training. We have received excellent feedback from
our trainees on the quality of training.
The major areas of training include Legal & Governance issues, Strategic Planning & Visioning,
Fundraising & Sustainability, Project Management, and Effective Teaching Methodologies in Islamic
Schools and Madrasahs. There are also special mentoring programmes on fundraising and policies & procedures. Each organisation will receive individual action plans to help them develop in future. The participating
organisations will also receive certificates at the end of the programme.

Participants at M100 training session in London

Books for Schools
Tameside Primary Schools Receive “Books for Schools” Resources Packs
“Books for Schools”, was launched in Tameside, on 14th September 2007, in the presence of over 30
headteachers / teachers at a meeting chaired by Cllr Sidebottom. Mr. Maurice Smith, General Advisor for
Humanity from Tameside Council, and Dr. Azhar Sheikh, Project Director of Books for Schools, were also
present. The event was held at the historical Portland Basin Museum at 3pm.
The teaching resource packs were partially sponsored by the Fountain of Abundance, a Muslim
charity and funding was obtained by Tameside council.
Dr. Sheikh in his speech said” The MCB believes that the success of our whole community can only
come through education. Education has, and always will be a vital part of Islam and one which we will
strive to advance in the UK, God willing. The Books for Schools project is our contribution to this effort”.

31

Cllr Margaret Sidebottom said: “Religious Education in Tameside, as in the rest of the country, is
multi-faith and these materials will help to improve teachers’ confidence in teaching about Islam
and also help bring the faith to life for pupils.”

Dr Azhar Sheikh with other participants at Tameside Council launch

Rochdale Primary Schools Receive “Books for Schools” Resources Packs
Books for Schools team delivered 78 primary resource packs to Rochdale Council in October
2007, which were then distributed to all 78 schools in Rochdale in January/February 2008. The
cost of these packs were partly paid by Rochdale council and Allan&Nesta Ferguson trust.
BFS team is working closely with Solihull Muslim community to launch the project in Solihull’s
council maintained primary schools.

Footsteps
After completing a successful funded year, MCB carried on this project internally. The steering
committee visited three secondary schools with Muslim role models. The “Footsteps” team is in
the process of redesigning the promotional material and to introduce new members to this project.
The aims and objectives of the project remains the same but with a new approach to attract secondary schools to participate. We will also be choosing new Muslim role models and holding
regular meetings to discuss new ideas and review the progress. Insha Allah. We are constantly
looking for ways to raise funds for this project, as the funding ceased last year, when we could
afford to employ a dedicated project manager.
Schools/Teachers Comments:
Mr. Akhtar Hussain, EAL Manager, Tong High School, Bradford:
“It was indeed a great honour for us to host the ‘Footsteps’ event. The event was well received
by students and staff and the head was very pleased with the response students gave to her. It
has given me a great opportunity to think about what went extremely well and to reflect on some
of those areas which we could improve for future reference. Please stay in touch and, God willing, we shall discuss affairs in detail. Please convey my best wishes to all colleagues, especially
Dr Reefat Drabu and Zamila Bunglawala. I have conveyed your email message to the
Head. Thank you once again for the pleasure.”
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Mr. John McCall, Deputy Head Teacher, Allerton Grange, Moortown:
“The visit was a great success. We aim to give all our students high aspirations and we are always looking for new ways to encourage and inspire them. Having the chance to meet and talk
with such high achievers as Dr. Abdullah and Mr Hewitt was a great opportunity for them and they
got an enormous amount out of it.”
Ms. Tanesha Maitland, Lead Learning Mentor, Drayton Manor High School Greenford:
“My Colleague informed me about the great work done by “Footsteps” team at Greenford High
School. I am very interested in having a role model visiting the boys at Drayton High School. I am sure it
would have the same impact on my students as it did on the students at Greenford High School.”
Students’ Comments
“I found this talk inspiring and it made me believe more in myself.”
“I am very grateful to Dr. Abdullah for coming and talking to us. He gave us lots of confidence.”
♦
“I want to work hard. Asad inspired me that if you want to do something you can do it if you
work hard.”
♦
“I would just like to say thank you for being inspirational.”
♦
“I learnt not to be stereotyped.”
♦
“Really interesting and I am glad that I was allowed to attend and put my point across.”
♦
“I want to shadow a very high reputed heart surgeon because in future, I would like to be a
heart surgeon.”
♦
“Thanks a lot, it made me see life without the box.”
♦
“They opened up and made it clear for me to target my goals.”
♦
“I found this talk inspiring and it made me believe more in myself.”
♦
♦

Some Pupils and Acting Head teacher of Carlton Bolling College with Baroness Sayeeda Warsi and Dr Reefat Drabu
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Appendix A:
Office bearers, Board of Counsellors, Advisors, Central Working Committee and
other Committees 2007-2008
Office Bearers
Secretary General
Deputy Secretary General
Treasurer
Assistant Secretary General
Assistant Secretary General
Assistant Secretary General
Ex-officio member

Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari
Dr Daud Abdullah
Mrs Unaiza Malik
Dr Akber Mohamedali
Mr Inayat Bunglawala
Mr Tahir Alam
Sir Iqbal Sacranie

Board of Counsellors
Judge Khurshid Drabu
Professor Dawud Noibi
Professor Khurshid Ahmed
Maulana Yusuf Motalla
Dr Ali Mughram Al-Ghamdi
Adam Patel
Professor Salim Al-Hassani
Dr Abdul Raheem Khan
Dr Kamal El-Helbawy
Dr Basil Mustafa
Mr Tanzeem Wasti
Mr Misdaq Zaidi
Mr Yousuf Bhailok
Mr Ahmad Al-Rawi
Sir Iqbal Sacranie
Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari
Dr Akber Mohamedali
Mrs Unaiza Malik
Dr Daud Abdullah

Convenor

Advisors
Judge Khurshid Drabu
Mr Iqbal Asaria
Mr Hashir Faruqi
Dr Jamil Sherif
Nationally elected members of the CWC
Dr Daud Abdullah
Dr Manazir Ahsan
Mr Tahir Alam
Syed Nawazish Bokhari
Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari
Mr Inayat Bunglawala
Dr (Mrs) Reefat Drabu
Mr Musleh Faradhi
Mr Seyyed Ferjai
Mr Sher Khan
Ms Sara Khan
Mrs Unaiza Malik
Mr Ajmal Masroor
Dr Akber Mohamedali

Secretary
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio
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Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra
Mr Hasan Mueenuddin
Prof Dawud Noibi
Dr Zahid Ali Parvez
Mr Abdul Hamid Qureshi
Dr Zahoor Qurashi
Mr Nasim Aslam Rana
Sir Iqbal Sacranie
Dr (Ms) Jamila Sherif
Mr Tanzeem Wasti
Mr Riaz Wali
Direct nominees- Representatives of the National Affiliates
Mr Azad Ali
Mr Abdur Rahman Jafar Mr Delwar Hussain
Mr Abdullah Rafiqul Islam TBC
Mr Mehmed Stublla
Dr Muhammad Mukaddam
Dr Alam Ara Khan Ms Halima Chergui
Mr Shakeel Ahmed Kunwar
Maulana Shafiqur Rahman Sabir
Mr Mizan Baksh
Dr Kamal Shaweesh
Mr Jeffery Beere
Mr Irfan Mustafa
Dr Ashraf Laher
Dr Wakkas Khan/Ali Al Hadithi
Mrs Firdous Arif
Mrs Ekbal Azmi Ramadan
Mr Najamuddin Mueen
Mr Harris Bokhari
Sheikh Abbas Ismail TBC
Ms Aisha Siddiqah
Mr Mohamed Jabir Bhojani
Regional Affiliates
Islamic Forum Europe
UK Action Committee on Islamic Affairs
Young Muslims Organisation UK
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire
Muslim Solidarity Committee
Association of Muslim Schools
Muslim Doctors and Dentists Association
Muslim Welfare House (London)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith UK
UK Islamic Mission (National)
Young Muslims UK (National)
Musllim Students Society UK & Eire
Islamic Society of Britain
National Indian Muslim Federation
Jamiat-e-Ulama
Federation of Students Islamic Societies
Muslim Women's Association
Muslim Womens Society (MWS)
Council of Nigerian Muslim Organisations
Muslim Association of Britain
World Federation of KSIMC
World Islamic Mission
Jama'at Ahle Sunnat UK

Mr Abdul Karim Sheik
Dr Dildar Chowdhury
Maulana Ismail Adam
Mr. Faruk Ahmed
Mr Saleem Kidwai TBC
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UK Turkish Islamic Association
Young Muslims Sisters (UK)
Council of European Jamaats
Sussex Muslim Society
Lancashire Council of Mosques
Confederation of Sunni Mosques Midlands
Federation of Muslim Organisations Leicestershire
Council of Mosques, London & Southern Counties
Islamic Forum Europe - North Branch
Bolton Council of Mosques (BCOM)
Council of Mosques Tower Hamlets
Muslim Council of Wales
Union of Muslim Organisations Walsall
Zonally Elected Members
Mr Muhammad Adam
Mr Mahmud Ali
Dr Salah Beltagui
Mr Imran Hamid
Mr Mohammad Aslam Ijaz
Mr Hira Islam
Mr Mujib Miah
Mr Sikander Mirza
Dr Mamoun Mobayed
Mr Hasanjee Salim Patel
Maulana Islam Ali Shah
TBC
Co-opted members
Mr. Navshir Jaffer
Ms. Salma Yaqub
Mr. Khalid Sofi
Constitutionally mandated committees
Finance and General Purpose
Chair:
Mrs Unaiza Malik
Secretary:
Dr Akber MohammedAli
Legal Affairs
Chair:
Mr Khalid Sofi
Vice Chair: Mr Abdur Rahman Jafar
Secretary:
Mr Shahzad Aziz
Membership
Chair:
Mr Azad Ali
Vice Chair: Mr Naseem Aslam Rana
Secretary:
Mr Imran Hameed
Media
Chair:
Vice Chair:
Secretary:

Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari
Mr Inayat Bunglawala
Mr Saif Pathan

Research and Documentation
Chair: Dr Zahid Parvez
Secretary:
Dr Jamil Sherif

Preston, Blackburn, Bolton, Burnley
West Midlands
Scotland
West & Central London, West & South West
South London & Southern
East London, Essex & Norfolk
North London, Beds. & Cambridge
Merseyside, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale
Northern Ireland
East Midlands (incl. Notts & Derbyshire)
Yorkshire & North East
Wales
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Other committees
Business and Economics
Chair:
Mr Iqbal Khan
Vice Chair: Mr Farouq Sheikh
Secretary:
Mr Tariq Hameed
Chaplaincy and Food Standards
Chair:
Dr Shuja Shafi
Vice Chair
Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra
Secretary
Mr Chowdhury MueenUddin
Education
Chair:
Vice Chair:
Secretary:

Mr Tahir Alam
Mr Hassan Hoque
Mr Yusuf Hussein

Europe and International Afairs
Chair:
Sir Iqbal Sacranie
Vice Chair: Dr Daud Abdullah
Secretary:
Ms Shenaz Bunglawala
Health and Medical
Chair:
Dr Abdullah Shehu
Vice Chair: Dr Alamara Khan
Secretary:
Dr Junaid Patel
Interfaith Relations
Chair:
Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra
Vice Chair: Shaykh Abbas Ismail
Secretary:
Ms. Mary Barber
London Affairs
Chair:
Mr. Harun Rashid Khan
Secretary:
Mr. Muhammad Amin
Mosque and Community Affairs
Chair:
Dr Manazir Ahsan
Vice Chair: Qari Ismail/Dr Musharraf Hussain
Secretary:
Mr Farooq Mulla
Public Affairs
Chair:
Mr Saqeb Mueen
Secretary:
Mr A Zaheer
Social and Family Affairs
Chair:
Dr Reefat Drabu
Vice Chair: Ms Suzanne Shaheen
Secretary:
Ms Jasmine Ansari
Youth
Chair:
Vice Chair:
Secretary:

Mr Mujibul Islam
Mr. Kawsar Zaman
Miss Lubaba Al-Azami
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Appendix B: Press Releases (in descending order)

04 Jun 2008

MCB Annual General Meeting to 'Look Beyond the Terror Narrative'

23 May 2008

MCB Delegation to Visit Iran

04 May 2008

MCB pays tribute to Ken Livingstone, welcomes Boris Johnson

02 May 2008

A Celebration of Democracy

24 Apr 2008

British Muslim Delegation to Attend World Islamic Economic Forum Summit in Kuwait

10 Apr 2008

London's Muslims Urged to Register to Vote Before April 16 Deadline

03 Mar 2008

British Muslims Appalled At Miliband's Selective Condemnation of Gaza Mass Killings

08 Feb 2008

We Need a Thoughtful Discourse, Not Hysterical Discord

06 Feb 2008

MCB Deplores Government Decision to Bar Sheikh Qaradawi

03 Feb 2008

‘Sadiq Khan MP Bugged by Police’: MCB seeks urgent meetings with Home Sec. & Justice Sec.

25 Jan 2008

CLG's Empowering Muslim women initiative

21 Jan 2008

MCB Calls for International Intervention on Gaza

07 Jan 2008

MCB Regrets Bishop's remarks on supposed Muslim No-Go Areas

10 Dec 2007

Home Secretary's proposals for Extension of Pre-Charge Detention

03 Dec 2007

MCB welcomes the decision by the Sudanese Authorities

29 Nov 2007

MINAB leads the way for the standard based approach towards self regulation

29 Nov 2007

Gross Overreaction from Sudanese Authorities

28 Nov 2007

MCB Appalled At Sudanese Decision to Charge Gillian Gibbons

27 Nov 2007

Launch of consultation by Mosques and Imams National Advisory Body (MINAB)

27 Nov 2007

MCB calls for Release for Teacher in Sudan

14 Nov 2007

MCB responds to PM Gordon Brown’s speech on anti-terror measures

01 Nov 2007

MCB Response to 'lessons in Hate' article of The Times Newspaper

30 Oct 2007

Policy Exchange Publishes Another Futile Report

19 Oct 2007

Eid in London's Trafalgar Square

12 Oct 2007

British Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr

01 Oct 2007

MCB is proud to support the Islam is Peace Campaign

10 Sep 2007

MCB Welcomes Government Recognition of Faith Schools

07 Sep 2007

British Muslims Reject Trial by Media of the Deobandi Movement.

07 Sep 2007

MCB's response to Secretary of State, FCO Rt. Hon David Milliband MP

12 Aug 2007

Yet Another Violent Attack on a UK Imam
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08 Aug 2007

Undercover Mosque and Underhand Reportage

27 Jul 2007

MCB Responds to the latest Conservative Party Report

03 Jul 2007

Statement from the Muslim Council of Britain on Recent Terrorism

02 Jul 2007

MCB to Hold Press Conference on 3rd July 2007

22 Jun 2007

MCB Urges Muslims to Face Provocation with Dignity and Wisdom

14 Jun 2007

Babar Ahmad Extradition: UK Muslims Are Losing Trust In Their Government

12 Jun 2007

MCB to hold 10th Annual General Meeting

Appendix C: Consultations and Reports
March 2008

Response to CLG's consultation 'Face to Face and Side by Side'

November 2007

Response to TUC's Commission on Vulnerable Employment

September 2007 Response to Proposal for a Single Equality Bill

Appendix D: MCB Affiliates 2007 – 2008

Local
Association of Muslim Schools
Council of Nigerian Muslim Organisations
Da'watul Islam UK & Eire
Federation of Students Islamic Societies
Indian Muslim Federation
Islamic Forum Europe
Islamic Society of Britain
National Jama'at Ahle Sunnat
UK Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith
UK Jamiat-e-Ulema Britain
Muslim Association of Britain
Muslim Doctors and Dentists Association
Muslim Solidarity Committee
Muslim Students Society UK & Eire
Muslim Welfare House (London)
Muslim Women Society (MWS)
Muslim Women's Association
The Council of European Jamaats
UK Action Committee on Islamic Affairs
UK Islamic Mission (National)
UK Turkish Islamic Association
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World Federation of KSIMC
World Islamic Mission
Young Muslim Organisation
UK Young Muslim Sisters (UK)
Young Muslims UK (National)

Regional
Bolton Council of Mosques (BCOM)
Confederation of Sunni Mosques Midlands
Council of Mosques Tower Hamlets
Council of Mosques, London & Southern Counties
Federation of Muslim Organisations - Leicestershire
Islamic Forum Europe - North Branch
Lancashire Council of Mosques
Muslim Council of Wales (Cyngor Moslemaidd Cymru)
Sussex Muslim Society
Union of Muslim Organisations - Walsall

Local
Aalami Majlise Tahaffuze Khatme Nubuwwat
Abdullah Quilliam Society
Abrar Islamic Foundation
Al Muntada Al Islami Trust
Al-Asr Scholastic Research Estb.
Al-Falah
Al-Furqan Charity Trust
Al-Hijra Somali Community
Al-Hijrah School
Al-Jamiah Al-Islamiyah (Darul Uloom Lancs)
Al-Mahdi Institute
Al-Muttaqiin
Al-Risala Education Trust
Al-Zaitoona Arabic School
An Noor Anjuman-e-Farogh-e-Aza
Anjuman-e-J'afariyya
Muslim Community of Watford
Anjuman-e-Saifee
Ansar Finance Ltd
Anwar-e-Madina Mosque & School Trust
Arab Lawyers Association
Ar-Rahman Academy of Cultural and Religious Activities
Association of Muslim Teachers and Lecturers
Association of British Hujajj (Pilgrims)
Association of Muslim Lawyers
Association of Muslim Professionals
Association of Muslim Researchers
Association of Muslims with Disabilities
Assunnah Islamic Centre
Azan Community Services Association

40

Azhar Academy
Azmat-e-Islam Mosque
Baitul-Aman Islamic Mission
Balham Mosque
Battersea Mosque
Bazme Tolu-e-Islam, London
Bedford International Islamic Society
Belfast Islamic Centre
Birmingham Central Mosque
Blackburn Council of Mosques
Blackpool Islamic Community Centre & Mosque
Bolton Muslim Welfare Trust
Bosnia - Herzegovina Islamic Centre Bradford
Muslim Welfare Society
Brent Islamic Circle
Brighton Islamic Mission
Brighton Mosque & Muslim Community Centre
Bristol Islamic Schools Trust
British Muslim Association of Merton
Brondesbury College for Boys
Caribbean Islamic Association
Central Jamia Masjid (Southall)
Central Jamia Masjid (Wakefield)
Central Jamia Mosque Ghamkol Sharif
Childrens Relief Fund
Committee for Protection of Turkish Rights
Council of Indian Muslims
Council of Islamic Affairs, Blackburn
Coventry Cross Mosque & Islamic Community Centre
Croydon Mosque & Islamic Centre
Dar Al-Arqam Islamic Centre
Dar Ul-Amaan Islamic Centre
Dar Uloom Al-Arabiya Al-Islamiya (Bury)
Darus Salam Mosque (Leicester Mosque Trust)
Daubhill Muslim Society Denvision
Dudley Muslim Association
Dulwich Islamic Centre
Dundee Islamic Society
East London Mosque Trust Ltd
Edmonton Islamic Centre Education Aid
Elland Mosque Association
Epsom & Ewell Islamic Society
Europe Trust
European Institute of Human Science
Friends of Al-Aqsa
Garden of Peace, Muslim Cemetery Trust
Granby Somali Women's Group
Gulzar-e-Madina Mosque
Halal Consumers Ltd
Halal Monitoring Committee Ltd
Hanafi Sunni Muslim Circle – UK
Haringey Islamic Trust
Harrow Central Mosque
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Harrow Islamic Society
Helping Hands for the Needy
Hendon Mosque & Islamic Centre Hinckley
Muslim Association Horn Stars SC
Hounslow Jamia Masjid
Human Appeal International
Human Relief Foundation (Main)
Human Rights Society of Pakistan
Husayni Madrasah
Ibn Rushd Society
Ilford Islamic Centre Ltd
Immigrants Funeral Society
Imperial College Islamic Society
Indian Muslim Association
Indian Muslim Patel Society
Indian Muslim Welfare Society
Institute of Islamic Banking and Insurance
International Forum for Islamic Dialogue
International Institute of Kashmir Studies
International Khatme-e-Nubuwwat Mission
Interpal Palestinians Relief and Development Fund
Iqra International
Iqra School Oxford (Institute)
IQRA Trust
ISB London Ltd
ISB Tower Hamlets
Islam Expo Ltd
Islamia Schools Trust
Islamic & Cultural Society of Harrow
Islamic Academy
Islamic Association of North London
Islamic Centre
Islamic Centre, Birmingham
Islamic College for Advanced Studies
Islamic Community Centre, Tottenham
Islamic Computing Centre
Islamic Cultural Centre & Education Battersea
Islamic Education Society (Nur Ul-Islam Mosque)
Islamic Education Trust (Masjid Al-Falah)
Islamic Educational & Recreational Institute
Islamic Forum Europe – Bradford
Islamic Forum Europe - Loughborough Branch
Islamic Forum Europe - Manchester Branch
Islamic Forum Europe - South Branch
Islamic Forum Europe (London)
Islamic Forum Europe (Luton)
Islamic Forum Europe (West Midland Branch)
Islamic Forum Europe Oldham
Islamic Foundation
Islamic Foundation for Ecology & Environmental Science
Islamic Relief (London)
Islamic Relief Agency (ISRA) (Birmingham)
Islamic Resource Centre

42

Islamic Shariah Council
Islamic Society (Coventry)
Islamic Society of Britain - Berkshire Branch
Islamic Society of Britain - Bradford Branch
Islamic Society of Britain – Glasgow
Islamic Society of Britain - Ilford Branch
Islamic Society of Britain - Leicester Branch
Islamic Society of Britain - Liverpool Branch
Islamic Society of Britain – London
Islamic Society of Britain – Manchester
Islamic Society of Britain – Woking
Islamic Society of Britain (Birmingham)
Islamic Society of Britain (Halifax Branch, Bradford)
Islamic Society of Britain (Sheffield)
Islamic Society of Britain Luton
Islamic Students Society (U.W.S)
Ittehadul Masjid
Jame Mosque (Leicester)
Jamia Masjid (Blackburn)
Jamia Mosque (Hansdworth Islamic Centre)
Jamia Mosque and Islamic Centre
Jamia Musjid (Doncaster)
Jamia Musjid (Rotherham)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Bradford)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Derby)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Dewsbury)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Leytonstone)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Maidstone)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Redhill)
Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Skipton)
Jamiat Al Nissa
Jamiat Ittihad Ul-Muslimin (Glasgow Central Mosque)
Jamiate Nizame Islam
Karima Institute
Kashmir Council for Human Rights
Khawateen Khazinat Al-'Ilm
Kingston Muslim Association
Kokani Muslims - Golders Green
Kosova Islamic Centre U.K.
KSI Muslim Community of Milton Keynes
KSIMC of Birmingham
KSIMC of London
Ladybridge Muslim Society
Lebanese Muslim League
Leeds Grand Mosque
Lewisham & Kent Islamic Centre
Lewisham & Kent Islamic Centre (Chistlehurst)
Leytonstone Islamic Association
London Guildhall University Islamic Society
London School of Economics Islamic Society
M.A. Al-Kharafi Islamic Centre
Madani Jamia Masjid (Huddersfield)
Madinatul Uloom & Islamic Centre
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Madinatul Uloom Al-Islamiyah
Madni Jamia Masjid & Islamic Centre
Madressa Alarabia Alislamia
Majlis Sautul Quraan
Majlis Ulama-E-Shia (Europe)
Makki Masjid (Sheffield)
Manchester Islamic Schools Trust
Markazi Mosque & Islamic Centre
Markazul-Uloom Al-Islamiyya
Masjid Al Hidayah
Masjid and Madrasah Al-Tawhid
Masjid Noor (Huddersfield)
Masjid Tauheedul Islam
Masjid Umar/ Evington Muslim Centre
Masjid-e-Anisul Islam
Masjid-e-Falah, Preston Muslim Society
Masjid-e-Irfan
Masjid-e-Rizwan Mosque
Masjid-e-Sajedeen
Masjid-e-Saliheen
Masjid-e-Usman (Huddersfield)
Mauritian Islamic Welfare Association
Mayfair Islamic Centre
Mediconcern (Manchester)
Memon Association (Leicester)
Memon Association UK
Mosque & Islamic Centre (Edinburgh)
Mosque & Islamic Centre (Walsall)
Mount Pleasant Islamic Trust
Muath Trust / Bordesley Centre
Mushkil Aasaan
Muslim Aid
Muslim Association of Bradford (Central Mosque)
Muslim Burial Council of Leicestershire
Muslim Community and Education Centre
Muslim Community Centre
Muslim Council of Southampton
Muslim Cultural and Welfare Association of Sutton
Muslim Cultural Heritage Centre Trust
Muslim Directory
Muslim Education Centre
Muslim Education Co-ordinating Council
Muslim Educational Consultative Committee
Muslim Educational Trust (London)
Muslim Enterprise Development Service (MEDS)
Muslim Hands International
Muslim Information Centre
Muslim Investment Corporation Ltd
Muslim Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheri Community of Leicester
Muslim Shia Ithna-Asheri Jamaat of Essex
Muslim Sisters Jamaat
Muslim Teachers' Association
Muslim Welfare Association of Vale of Glamorgan
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Muslim Welfare Board
Muslim Welfare House (Durham)
Muslim Welfare House (Glasgow)
Muslim Welfare House (Newcastle)
Muslim Welfare House (Sheffield)
Muslim Welfare Institute
Muslim Women's Helpline
Muslim World League
Muslim Youth Helpline
Muslimaat UK
Narborough Road Islamic Centre
Nasserpuria Memon Association UK
Neeli Mosque & Islamic Centre
New Horizon Community School Newham North
Islamic Association Northern Ireland
Muslim Family Association (NIMFA)
Nuneaton Muslim Welfare & Cultural Association
Omar Welfare House
Paigham-e-Islam Trust
Pakistan Association – Leicestershire
Pakistan Workers Association
Pakistani Association Liverpool
Palestinian Forum in Britain
Palestinian Return Centre
Peace by Peace Charity
Preston Muslim Girls High School
Preston Muslim Society - Jamea Mosque
Preston Muslim Society - Masjid-e-Salaam
Preston Muslim Society
Quwwatul Islam Masjid
Quranic Study Circle
Rahman International
Raza Islamic Educational & Cultural Centre
Reading Muslim Council
Redbridge & Chigwell Muslim Association
Redbridge Islamic Centre
Redbridge Muslim Women’s Social Group
Renaissance Readers Club UK
Save Chechnya Campaign Ltd
Searah Studies Society
Seerah Foundation
Selbourne Muslim Welfare Society
Shah Jahan Mosque (Woking)
Shah Poran Masjid and Islamic Centre Trust
Shia Ithna Ashri Islamic Centre
Shia Ithna-Asheri Community of Middlesex (SICM)
Solihull Muslim Community Association (SMCA)
Somali Speakers Association
Somali Welfare Centre
Somali Women's Group
South London Mosque & Islamic Centre Southampton
Al-Nisaa Association Southampton
Medina Mosque Trust Southwark
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Muslim Women's Association
Sri Lanka Islamic (UK) Association Trust
Sri Lankan Islamic Forum UK
Stevenage Muslim Community Centre
Sunni Razvi Muslim Society
Sutton Islamic Centre
Ta Ha Publishers
Takaful Trust
Taleem Trust/Muslim Network (Scotland)
Tawak'kuliah Islamic Society Teebah
The Association of Muslim Governors
The International Qirat and Naat Association Blackburn UK
The Islamic Association of Lincoln
The Islamic Centre & Leicester Central Mosque
The Khoja Shia Ithnasheri South London Jamaat
The Liverpool Islamic Institute and Mosque
The Matliwala Family Charitable Trust
The Muslim Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheri Community of Peterborough
The Popda Society
The Swahili Muslim Community
The Wharf Muslim Association
The Young Muslims (Birmingham)
Tottenham Mosque
UK Islamic Council
UK Islamic Education Waqf
UK Islamic Mission (Birmingham Central)
UK Islamic Mission (Bradford)
UK Islamic Mission (Burnley)
UK Islamic Mission (Cardiff)
UK Islamic Mission and Masjid Bilal
UK Islamic Mission (Glasgow North)
UK Islamic Mission (Glasgow-Hull)
UK Islamic Mission (Keighley)
UK Islamic Mission (Leicester)
UK Islamic Mission (Liverpool)
UK Islamic Mission (Luton)
UK Islamic Mission (Manchester North)
UK Islamic Mission (New Malden)
UK Islamic Mission (Oldham)
UK Islamic Mission (Peterborough)
UK Islamic Mission (Rochdale)
UK Islamic Mission (Sheffield)
UK Islamic Mission (South Birmingham)
UK Islamic Mission (Walsall)
UK Islamic Mission (Wolverhampton)
UK Islamic Mission Midland Zone
UK Islamic Mission North Zone
UK Islamic Mission Scotland Zone
UK Islamic Mission South Zone
UKIM (Manchester South)
UKIM (Ibrahim Mosque, Plaistow)
UKIM (Madina Masjid Nelson)
UKIM (Masjid & Islamic Centre, B'ham)
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UKIM (New Malden Ladies Circle)
UKIM Jamia Mosque
UKIM West London Islamic Centre
Ummah Welfare Trust
Understanding Islam UK
Union of Muslim Families (UK)
United Islamic Association
United Somali Benadir Council
Utrujj Foundation
Waaberi Community Development Association (WACODA) Waltham Forest
Noor Ul Islam Trust
Waqf Al-Birr Educational Trust Watford Mosque & Welfare Association
Wessex Shia Ithna Asheri Jamaat Wimbledon Mosque
Winchester Muslim Cultural Association
Women's Relief
World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY)
World Islamic Association of Mental Health
World Islamic Forum
World Islamic Foundation World Islamic Mission (Glasgow)
World Islamic Mission (Midlands)
Worthing Islamic Society
York Mosque & Islamic Centre (UKIM)
Young Muslim Organisation (Manchester)
Young Muslim Organisation (Oldham)
Young Muslim Organisation UK (Sunderland)
Young Muslim Sisters Manchester
Young Muslims (Glasgow)
Young Muslims (London)
Young Muslims Luton
Young Muslims Manchester
Young Muslims UK - London Sisters' Branch
Young Muslims UK (Birmingham)
Zamzam Aid & Relief

“To empower the Muslim
communit y to contribute
towards achie ving a
cohesive, just and
sucessful British societ y.”

Muslim Council of Britain
www.mcb.org.uk

